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EXT. MARBLEHEAD, NH - DOCKSI DE, MORNI NG

The dock at the port of Marblehead is crowded with

wel | -wi shers as people are seeing off the passenger ship The
Marlin. To the side stand a young woman in a blue day dress
and matching hat and a ten year old boy in dark slacks and a
white shirt waving to a couple in their forties who are
standi ng on the deck of The Marlin.

A large foghorn sounds as the crowd cheers.

G DEON
Goodbye, Munml Goodbye Dad!

RI LLA
And don’t forget to witel

G DEON
Aunt Rilla, you don’'t know Mum and
Dad. They don’t wite. They just
send wei rd postcards.

RI LLA
Are you sure, G deon? The |ast that
| checked, | thought they sent ne a
letter.

G DEON

| bet that letter was nostly
telling you that they were dunping
me on you while they gallop off to
dig up the next nummy.

RI LLA
You're a cheeky boy, aren’t you?

As the ship pulls away fromthe dock, the crowd begins to
di sperse. Aunt Rilla |ooks at her watch and shakes her
head. GCently, she guides G deon over to the main street.

RI LLA
We had better hurry. M. Hunperdi nk
really doesn’t like it when |I'm
late. And especially so since |’ve
al ready i nposed upon him

G DEON
| nposed upon hi n?
RI LLA
Well, I couldn't just |eave you to

your own devices, could I? M.
Hunperdi nk has kindly allowed ne to

( MORE)
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RI LLA (cont’ d)
bring you in to work with ne, as
| ong as you don’t cause mayhem

G DEON
O course | won’'t cause any mayhem

RI LLA
Are you sure? | thought the very
nature of little boys was to cause
mayhem

G DEON
Didn't Mum and Dad give you a
gl owi ng revi ew about mnme?

RI LLA
Sure. But are you sure that they
were around you | ong enough to
really tell?

G DEON
Aunt Rill al

RI LLA
Ha! Well, cone on then. W won't
want to be late. M. Hunperdink
can be a real grunp about

t ardi ness.

G DEON
Your boss certainly does sound |ike
a grunp. | bet his face | ooks like
he’ s been sucking on | enons for
br eakf ast .

RI LLA

Sush, G deon. You don’t want M.
Hunperdi nk to hear you say that.

G deon and Aunt Rilla walk down the main street and turn at
a side street which appears to be lined with a series of
Victorian honmes. However, one house has a sign in front
saying that it is the Rathborne Library. They walk up to
the house and Rilla opens the door and they step inside.

| NT. RATHBORNE LI BRARY, MORNI NG
The foyer of the Rathborne Library appears to | ook |ike
every other foyer of a Victorian hone. Rilla hel ps G deon

out of his coat before taking her own off and storing the
coats in a closet.
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RI LLA
So this is Rathborne Library. 1It’s
nostly books, but there are a
nunber of objects in the
collection. It would be prudent
that you stay away fromthose while
you' re here. You don’t want to
break them M. Hunperdi nk woul d
be angry, to say the |east.

G DEON
Yes, Aunt Rilla.
RI LLA
Good. |I’msure you can peruse the

library and find sonething of
interest to read while you' re here.

They nove fromthe foyer to the main |iving room which had
been converted conpletely to book storage. The walls are
lined with shelves and on the main floor, there are nore
shel ves of waist height. At the center of the roomis a

| arge round table with several chairs and green shaded
library |anps.

As they enter the main room a door at the opposite side of
t he room opens, revealing a handsonme man in a button down
vest hol ding a saucer in one hand and a teacup in the other.

G DEON

Is that M. Hunperdi nk?
| AN

Good God, no. I'mlan. |lan Donovan.
RI LLA

This is M. Donovan. He's the
archivist at the library.

| AN
|’mthe only archivist at the
library.

RI LLA
Ha. It’s a wonder that you' re even
up here. | thought the basenent

was your hone.

| AN
One shouldn’t nake too many
assunptions, Mss Bryson. And you
must be young G deon.
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G DEON
Yes.

| AN
You | ook |Iike a strapping young
lad. You wouldn’t m nd hel ping ne
out in the basement, would you?

RI LLA
| can’t believe you're trying to
enli st ny nephew as unpaid | abor.

G DEON
But Aunt Rilla, it’s not as if 111
have anything else to do while |I'm
here, do I?

| AN

The boy’'s right. Besides, what
harmis there? There’ s nothing
down in the basenent except those
old tomes. There won’t be any
chance that he m ght accidently
break one of the Rathborne’s M ng
vases if he’s busy haul ing books

for ne.
RI LLA
Well. | couldn’t inpose on you. |I'm
supposed to be taking care of
G deon.
| AN

Maybe, but you nust admit that it
woul d be a good solution. You know
that you only narrowy convi nced
Hunmperdi nk to have hi m here.

RI LLA

How do you know t hat?
| AN

Ears, ny dear. | have ears.
RI LLA

Way you unscrupul ous
eavesdr opper. ..

The front door slans shut and the three of themslightly
junp at the surprising interruption.
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HUMPERDI NK
Agnes! Where's ny dratted hat?

G DEON
(whi speri ng)
Who’' s Agnes?

| AN
(whi spering back to G deon)
That’'s Ms. Hunperdi nk. She
someti mes drops by to do various
t hi ngs.

G DEON
Li ke what ?

| AN
Li ke dusting or making tea or...

RI LLA
Shh!

M . Hunperdi nk appears at the threshold of the main room
fromthe foyer. He is an older man with spectacles and a
ruddy pallor fromtoo nmuch drink. He is wearing a suit with
a |loud pattern.

HUMPERDI NK
What are you two standi ng around
for? And what’'s this child doing

her e?

RI LLA
Sir, this is ny nephew G deon.

G DEON
Hel l o, sir.

HUMPERDI NK
Hunph. | can’t have children
running around in here, Mss
Bryson.

RI LLA
M. Hunperdink, | assure you...

| AN
Young G deon will be working with
us. You'll be doing the enviable
task of shelving books, won't you,
G deon?
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Wth that,
attention

G DEON

Er, yes, | suppose so.
HUMPERDI NK

Well, as long as he doesn’t go

trai psing around where the precious
artifacts are being stored!

Hunperdi nk storms through the library, his
el sewhere.

HUVPERDI NK

(yel l'ing)
Agnes! Where’s ny hat? Wman, do

you hear nme?

G DEON
Do all husbands yell at their wves
like that?

RI LLA

Certainly not. Your father doesn’t
yell at your nother |ike that, does
he?

G DEON
Vel l, no. Except when father |oses
his glasses and can’t find them

| AN
(putting down tea cup)
Er. Wll! Let’s get on with work
t hen.

RI LLA
Hol d on there. Wat do you nean
"Let’s get on with work?" You're
not going to |let ny poor nephew do
all the heavy lifting.

G DEON
Aw, Aunt Rilla. | don't mnd
lifting books. 1'Il do them one at
atine.

| AN

You heard the kid. One at a tine.
VWhat's the harmin that?

RI LLA

Oh, all right. | suppose that's
har m ess enough.
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| AN
Ri ght then. | suppose we should
get back to work before old
Hunper di nk conmes back in here and
starts yelling at us rather than
poor Agnes.

lan and Rilla head towards a cl osed door at the far side of
the main room After a brief |ook around in the main room
G deon shrugs and follows the two adults to the door. They
open it and lan flips a switch, turning on a light,
revealing a narrow stair down to the basenent. They head
down.

| AN
| got started on the third section
alittle earlier before | decided
to take a tea break. And after
goi ng through ten vol unes of sone
hi story of the eastern peninsul a,
|’ m not sure we should even keep
t hem down here.

RI LLA
add history or not, we have to
catalog them lan. It is not our

pl ace to say whether we should
t hrow away obsol ete tones.

| AN
You' re right. That’s Hunperdink’s
pervi ew. But you know what he’ |
say about it. He keeps
everything. Even gumthat’s
al ready been chewed and stuck at
t he bottom of his shoe.

G DEON
Ew
RI LLA
He can’t be as bad as that.
| AN
Well, you haven't seen his shoe.

At the bottomof the stairs, there is a long thin corridor
that stretches several yards away. There are two doors to
the right, two doors to the |left, and one door straight
ahead. The doors are not |abeled. Ian opens the first door
to the left, revealing a |large cavern of a roomw th shel ves
of old books. To one side is a snmall table where the record
keepi ng books are kept.
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| AN
Here we are. Dismal place, isn't
it. No wi ndows.

RI LLA
Which is just as well. | think it
woul d be worse seeing the sunny day
out si de and knowi ng that you're
stuck inside doing this.

The two adults head to the table to take their
catal ogs. G deon tags along as Rilla heads towards the
opposite side of the roomto start catal oging there.

G DEON
What can | do to help, Aunt Rilla.

RI LLA
You really are a good boy, aren’'t
you? | can’t believe your parents
| eft you here with ne. They could
have at | east had you on as a
hel per at one of their digs.

G DEON
(shruggi ng)
| don’t know about that. Mumtold
me that I was too young to know how
to handl e fragile speci nens

properly.

RI LLA
Well, it’s just your |uck. Books
aren’t particularly fragile. |
suppose you can start hel ping by
going to those shelves on the other
side. Mst of these books should
al ready be in sone sort of order
but if you see sonething that |ooks
out of place, just put it on the
table at the other end of the room

G deon nods and i medi ately heads over to the next row of
shel ves to scan for out of place books. He reaches out to
touch the bindings to all the covers and at first, only
encounters volunmes of noldy encycl opedias and texts and

hi stories and phil osophy. He finishes that aisle and then
heads to the next aisle.

The sound of Rilla and lan scribbling away in their catal og
books fades and G deon finds hinself alone in the

stacks. As he wal ks along a row of dark tones, he spots
sonething shining in the dimlight. He bends down and picks
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up a strange gol den coin which has a star on one side and a
picture of a fairy on the other.

There is some witing on the edges of the coin.

G DEON
"The wait is on the other side."
Hn | wonder what that neans?

G deon pockets the coin but then notices sonmething on the
shelf. It is a tattered | ooking |eather bound journal stuck
bet ween vol unes twenty-one and twenty-two of the

Encycl opedia of Plants from Norther Europe. He pulls out
the journal but finds that he cannot open it because there
is alock onit. He heads out of the stacks to the table at
the end of the room

VWhen he turns his back, a shadow in the stacks flicker as if
it istrying to hide fromthe |ight.

At the table, G deon finds lan sitting to one side, going
t hrough a pile of books.

| AN
Hey there, kid. What have you got
t here?

G DEON

Aunt Rilla told ne to | ook out for
books that were out of place. |
found this. But it’s | ocked.

G deon hands over the journal to lan just as R lla conmes out
of the stacks holding an armfull of books. She dunps the
books on the table and sits down.

RI LLA
What' s that?

| AN
Looks |i ke young G deon has found
sonething interesting. 1t |ooks

i ke soneone’s journal.

RI LLA
Soneone’ s j ournal ?

| AN
No witing on the outside. And
there’s a | ock. But that can be
easi |y picked.

| an reaches back into his pocket to pull out a long thin
wire. He begins to attack the lock on the journal with it.
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lan finall
whi ch are
| anguage.

10.
G DEON
Ww. You know how to pick | ocks?
| AN
Uh huh.
RI LLA

lan! Are you sure you shoul d be
doing that? | nmean, it’'s |ocked for
a reason. You can’t just go prying
into soneone’s secrets |like that.

| AN
Trust ne, nost people’s secrets
aren’t that interesting.

RI LLA
What’ s that supposed to nmean?

| AN
Most people wite in their diaries
about their love lives. Personally,
| don’t care about that.

G DEON
Ew. He's right. | wouldn’'t want to
read about other people’s |ove
lives either.

RI LLA
People’s love |lives are besides the
point. |I’mtalking about the

principle of the thing.

| AN
| gnorance m ght be bliss, but
curiosity has to be satisfied. Ah!

y unlocks the journal. He flips through the pages
covered in a witing that is not froma human

RI LLA
That | ooks |ike gibberish to ne.
nean, | can't read it. Can you?
| AN

No. Maybe it’s in code.

G DEON
Do you know how to crack codes?
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| AN
|’ma research librarian, kid. Not
a cryptographer. But you have tine
on your hands. You coul d probably
have a go at it if you don’t fee
I i ke shel vi ng books.

G DEON
Ckay. 1"l give it atry.

As lan hands the journal over to G deon, Rilla gives a sigh
and heads back into the stacks to do sone catal oging. A
nonent |ater, lan follows suit. G deon takes a seat and
begins to |l eaf through the journal hinself. After a nonent,
he reaches out to grab pen and paper and begin to attenpt to
see if it is a code.

A nontage starts. W see young G deon puzzling over the
book and maki ng notes and throwi ng them away while he is
having lunch with his aunt, later while Rilla and lan go
back to shelving books, and when he has wandered up to the
first floor to sit an a wi ndow nook, unnoticed by M.
Hunper di nk.

He studies the journal while he is eating dinner and right
before he goes to bed. He is still looking at it the next
day while he is walking with Rilla back to the library.

| NT. RATHBORNE LI BRARY BASEMENT, SECOND MORNI NG

Back in the basenent of the |library, G deon audibly flips
the page. And then he starts hearing a strange sound |ike
many bells tinkling. He discovers that it is comng from
his pocket, fromthe strange coin that he had picked up
earlier. The words remain the sanme, but the inmages have
changed. Now there is a picture of a key on one side. The
ot her side is blank.

G DEON

Strange. | swear it didn’t |ook
i ke that before.

Fai nt |aughter drifts out fromthe dark stacks. G deon
i mredi ately | ooks up to peer into the darkness.

G DEON
VWhat was that?

The | aughter abruptly stops.
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G DEON
VWho' s there?

G deon gets up fromhis chair and begins to nove into the
st acks.

G DEON
VWho's there? Aunt Rilla? M.
Donovan?

The shadows around himbegin to hiss. Frightened, G deon
turns around and begins running, only to hit sonething and
slide back down to the floor.

A young boy who appears to be about the sane age as G deon
appears to be bl ocking his way. There is sonething strange
about the boy’'s eyes that mark himas not quite human. And
he appears to be wearing clothes that were fashionable a
century ago.

G DEON
Who are you?

CAETANO
| am Caet ano. | coul d ask the sane
of you.

G DEON
My nane’s G deon. You don’t | ook
i ke you belong here. You didn’t
conme with M. Donovan, have
you? O M. Hunperdink?

CAETANO
| don’t know anyone named M.
Donovan or M. Hunperdi nk.

G DEON
Then how did you get here.

CAETANO
| just conme and | go. \Were did
you cone fronf

G DEON
| didn’t cone from anywhere. |
cane with ny aunt. She works here
as a librarian.

CAETANO
Your aunt nust be a boring old
| ady. These dusty books nust be
dry readi ng i ndeed.
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G DEON
My aunt isn’t that old. Aunt Rlla
i s younger than ny parents.

CAETANO
Hunph. At any rate, |’ mnot going
to stick around here. You're not
that interesting.

Wth that, the strange boy nakes a swift turn and di sappears
back into the stacks. G deon finally gets up fromthe floor
and hurries past several shelves to check where the boy
went, but he cannot find a trace of him He heads back to
the front desk to find Rilla there putting several nore
books on the table.

RI LLA
What have you been up to? It |ooks
i ke you' ve got dirt on your knees.

G DEON
| bunped i nto another boy.
didn’t know there were ot her people
nmy age here.

RI LLA
G deon. You're the only boy here.
"mafraid you ve got an overactive

I
i magi nati on.

G DEON
But Aunt Rilla, | swear | did see
hi m

RI LLA

You probably just tripped sonewhere
whil e you were running around the
place. Wile |l don't mnd it, as

| ong as you don’t knock things
down, you could get hurt. And
there’s no telling what M.
Hunperdi nk m ght do if he finds you
runni ng around |ike a maniac.

G DEON
Yes, Aunt Rl a.

RI LLA
That’s a good boy. You know,
deci phering the journal m ght be
too hard for you. | mght be able
to scrounge sonething up for you to
read for enjoynent. This is a
library, after all.
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G DEON
No, I"'mfine. I"mstill working on
it. The only reason | was out in
t he stacks was because | heard
sonet hi ng.

RI LLA
It was probably just a creaking
fl oorboard that | an probably
stepped on. There's nothing to
worry about. There are only old
books around here.

G DEON
But I swear | heard sonet hi ng!

RI LLA
It’s just your inmagination, G deon

G DEON
"Il prove to you that it’s not ny
i magi nation once | find that other
boy agai n.

Rilla just shakes her head at G deon’ s stubbornness and
turns back to survey the books in the stacks. Despite his
m sgi vi ngs, G deon, too, ventures back into the stacks. But
as he runs around the basenent, he doesn’t find anything
nore interesting than ol d books.

I NT. G DEON S BEDROCOM NI GHT

G deon is sitting in bed with the covers pulled around him
as he yet again examnes the journal. Rilla arrives at the
t hreshol d of the door.

Rl LLA
lt'’s time for bed, Gdeon. You're
still studying that old thing?

G DEON

Maybe it has a cl ue.

RI LLA
You're really persistant, aren’t
you? Boys your age woul d have
grown bored | ooking at that thing
by now.

G DEON
VWll, |I'"mnot.
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RI LLA
If you still want to | ook at that
thing, there’ s al ways
tonorrow. |It’s lights out, now.
G DEON

Al'l right.

G deon puts the journal aside on the bedstand and Rilla
pulls his covers up and kisses himon the forehead.

G DEON
| wish I had gone with ny parents
off to their dig. | wouldn't have

caused any trouble.

RI LLA
| know you woul dn’t have. But you
know how strict those rules
are. Don’'t worry, they’'|ll be back
soon.

G DEON
| hope so.

RI LLA
Good ni ght, G deon.

G DEON
Good night, Aunt R Il a.

G deon settles into bed as Rilla turns off the lights and
| eaves. He turns his head to observe his w ndows.

The drapes on the wi ndows have been |eft open. The sky is
clear, allowing the noon to shine into the window. There is
also a tree next to the wi ndow which gently sways with the
wi nd.

Just as G deon closes his eyes, he hears a | oud scratching
sound comng fromthe vacinity of the w ndow

G DEON
Who's there? Hell 0?

The branches of the tree appear to norph into arns. Soneone
appears to crouch at the w ndow | edge.

SHADOW
Boy, let nme in.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

G DEON

(getting out of bed)

Wo are you?

SHADOW
Boy, let me in.

G DEON
|’mnot letting you in.

know who you are.

| don’'t

You have ny treasure.

SHADOW

Let ne in!
G DEON

| don’t have any treasure.
SHADOW

Yes you do. Let ne in!

16.

The shadow reaches out as G deon slowy edges away fromthe

wi ndow. Wth a sudden novenent,
wi ndow and gl ass shatters.

And then G deon suddenly wakes up in bed,

| ooks at the wi ndow, but it

EXT. MARBLEHEAD, NH -

MAI N STREET -

t he shadow punches the

G deon screans.

sweating. He

| ooks whol e and ordi nary.

DAY

G deon is tagging along as Rilla goes grocery shoppi ng.

mai n street

is teemng with other shoppers.

t hat

just want to

eat sweets

G DEON
Hey, Aunt Rilla. Look at this!
RI LLA
The candy shop? No G deon,
will rot your teeth.
G DEON
Pl ease, Aunt Rilla? |
go inside. And | don't
all the tinme.
RI LLA
Ch, fine. W mght as well

stop by

the place since it’s on our way to

t he general store.
G DEON

Thanks, Aunt Rill al

The



17.

G deon and Rilla enter the candy shop which has a

whi t e-washed front and a red door with an open sign hanging
onit. There is also a display window that has a train
station that is made entirely of candy.

| NT. SWEET DELI GHT CANDY SHOP - DAY

The bell at the front door rings as G deon and Rilla enter
the shop. Inside, there are several free standing shel ves
filled with glass canisters of candies. Mre sweets in
wrappers line the walls in open glass jars.

At the end of the shop is a counter. The cashire, a
sl ack-jow ed older man in his fifties, is sitting on a stoo
near the cash register and readi ng the newspaper.

G deon imMmedi ately gravitates towards the nearest shelf to
marvel at the sweets. At the end of the row, he wildly
gestulates to Rilla

G DEON
Aunt Rillal Over here. | want to
get sone of these |enon
drops. They're only fifty cents.

RI LLA
Oh, all right. Not too many,
t hough.
G DEON
Yes, of course, Aunt R lla. | even

have a little of ny allowance noney
with me so | can pay for them

nysel f.

G deon grabs a paper sack from a nearby al cove on the shelf
and puts in sonme | enon drops. Then he heads over to the
counter with Rilla. At the sound of their approach, the
cashire |l owers his newspaper.

MR, LOUGHTON
Good day, there, Rlla. You stil
working at that library?

RI LLA
Good day to you, too, M.
Loughton. And yes, I'mstil
working at the library. There’'s
still alot that lan and I have to
cat al og.
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MR, LOUGHTON
Keeps you enpl oyed, eh? In this
econony, any work you can get is
good, isn't it?

RI LLA
Yes, | suppose so.

MR. LOUGHTON
And who is this over here?

RI LLA
This is ny nephew, G deon. He wll
be staying with ne through the
sunmer. G deon, this is M.
Lought on.

MR, LOUGHTON
Through the sumrer, eh?

G DEON
(putting the sack of |enon
drops on the counter)
Yes, sir.

MR LOUGHTON
| see. | hope you' re not causing
too nuch trouble for your aunt.

G DEON
| try not to, sir.

RI LLA
G deon is a pretty good kid. He's
my favorite nephew.

G DEON

Aunt Rilla, 1"myour only nephew.
RI LLA

VWll, so you are.

MR, LOUGHTON

(1 aughi ng)
|’ msure you are.

M. Loughton takes the bag of |enon drops and wei ghs them on
a scale that sits next to the cash register. Then he rings
up the price.

MR, LOUGHTON

That will be fifty cents, young
man.
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G DEON
| have it right here.

G deon reaches into his pocket and pulls out a handful of
coins. As he counts out his dines, M. Loughton spots the
strange gol den coin that G deon had found earlier in the
i brary basenent.

MR, LOUGHTON
That’s quite the unusual coin you
have there.

G DEON
It’s just sonething | found.

Rl LLA
Found what ?

G deon hands R lla the coin after he hands the sweets shop
owner five dines. As he rings up the purchase, R lla
exam nes the coin, which has changed yet again to show a
fl ower and a strange four-legged aninmal, and then gives it
back to G deon.

RI LLA
It looks like it could be from sone
sort of gane. |’ve never seen
anything like it. But then again,
| " mnot expert in coins.

MR, LOUGHTON
Who knows. Maybe it could be a
foreign coin. If it’s areally old
one, it mght be worth a
lot. Perhaps you should go visit
ol d Petersen down the way and have
it appraised.

RI LLA
That sounds |ike a good idea.

G DEON
No, it’s probably what Aunt Rilla
says. |It’s probably part of sone
gane.

RI LLA

Ch G deon, where’s your sense of
adventure? It could possibly be
part of a treasure from sone
Spani sh gal | eon that got wecked on
the shore centuries ago.
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MR. LOUGHTON
That certainly sounds pl ausible.
Mar bl ehead was a port in trading
back in the 1600s. Well, here you
go, G deon. Your |enon drops.
hope you enjoy them and conme back
soon, you hear?

EXT. MARBLEHEAD, NH - MAI N STREET - DAY

20.

G deon and Rilla exit the candy shop. G deon opens his bag

of candy and takes out a |l enon drop and pops it
mouth. He offers his aunt the bag.

G DEON
You want one, Aunt Rilla?
RI LLA
Thank you, G deon
G DEON
You know, | don't really want to

show nmy coin to M. Petersen. He
woul d probably just |laugh and say
that it was a fake one.

EXT. RATHBORNE LI BRARY - DAY

The next day, G deon and Rilla arrive in front

into his

of the

Rat hborne Library. They stop at the front yard when they

spot lan lurking in the bushes.

RI LLA
What on earth are you doi ng?

| AN
What? Ch. It’s just you two.

RI LLA
|’ mnot sure if |I should be annoyed
with that tone of voice.

| AN
Look, | was expecting sonmeone el se,
all right?

G DEON

You nean M. Hunperdi nk?
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| AN
Exactly. Ms. Hunperdi nk had cone
earlier to say that our esteened
boss was out today, sick with the
flu. So we’re on our own.

RI LLA
And you decided to play hooky now?
| AN
No! It's just that after | got ny
norning tea, | thought | saw

sonmet hing outside. A lurker. An
intruder. So | cane out here to
chase a shadow.

RI LLA
| don’t see anyone around now.

| AN
Qoviously. My m nd nmust have been
playing tricks on me. O | nust
have seen a bird flying out of the
corner of ny eye.

As lan and Rilla proceed inside the |ibrary, G deon pauses
at the front steps as he notices a shadow noving in the
bushes. But shaking his head, he follows the two adults

i nsi de.

| NT. RATHBORNE LI BRARY - DAY

G deon stops in the front roomas lan and Rilla proceed
towards the steps to the library basenent.

| AN
Oh, and if you' re hungry, kid, Ms.
Hunperdink |l eft some cookies in the
back kitchen

RI LLA
But G deon just had breakfast!

G DEON
Aw, Aunt Rilla. Can’t | just have
one? |’ma grow ng boy, you know.

RI LLA
Oh, all right. Just one.
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G DEON
Yeah!

lan and Rilla di sappear down the stairs. As G deon turns
towards the kitchen, he hears a noise that sounds like it
has conme fromoutside. He turns and sees sonething dark

fl appi ng agai nst the window It’s a blackbird, which |ands
on the | edge and eyes the boy wth a strange, pale gaze.

G DEON
What a wierd bird.

G deon heads into the kitchen as the bird stares at his
retreating back. The kitchen is a narrow roomfilled with
ol d, hunm ng appliances and linoliumfloor that had been put
down decades ago. G deon grabs a cookie froma plate
sitting on the counter and begins to eat it.

As he chews the cookie, he takes out the strange coin from
hi s pocket and once again, the coin appears to have changed.
Now, on one side is the picture of a bird. The other side
has the picture of an old man’s face with a crown.

CAETANO
Pl en! These cookies taste |ike
sawdust .

G deon | ooks up to see Caetano sitting in one of the kitchen
chairs and spitting out one of Ms. Hunperdink’ s cooki es.
Caet ano tosses the cookie into a nearby trash can.

G DEON
What are you doing here? How did
you get in?

CAETANO
Boy, you're a slow one, aren’t you?
As | told you before, I come and go

as | please. How | do that is none
of your concern.

G DEON
| f you say so. And why did you
t hrow t he cooki e away? They're
pretty good. | nean, they're
chocol ate chip! You can’'t go wong
w th chocol ate chip.

CAETANO
|'ve tasted better.
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G DEON
Ch yeah?

CAETANO
| know a baker back in West Eleria
who could literally nmake cooki es
and biscuits that woul d nake you
sing in delight.

G DEON
VWhere's West El eria?

CAETANO
You're ignorant as well as dunb,
aren’t you?

G DEON
Hey! | amnot dunmb or ignorant. In
school, | learned all about the

countries of the world in
geography. But |’ve never heard of
West Eleria. Were is it?

CAETANO
(after a thoughtful pause)
Well, | suppose there’s no harmin

telling you. Come on.

Caetano gets up fromthe kitchen chair and begi ns wal ki ng
out into the rest of the library. G deon follows himas he
stuffs the rest of the cookie into his nouth. They pass the
mai n hall and head into a section of the library that G deon
has not been to before.

G DEON
Were are we goi ng?

CAETANO
The map room

They reach a small roomwith a high ceiling with walls Iined
with specially built bookshelves that hold oversized

books. On the table at the center of the roomare severa
atl ases of the worl d.

G DEON
Ww, all of this is just maps?

CAETANO
Uh huh.

Caetano taps a finger against his nouth as he surveys the

shel ves. Spotting what he wants, he waves a hand and a book
pulls itself off the shelf and floats to the table.
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G DEON
Holy cow. How did you do that?
CAETANO
Do what ?
G DEON
You know, make that book float off
the shel f...
CAETANO

(shaki ng hi s head)
You humans have forgotten the power
of magic. It’s sonething you
ei ther already know how to do or
you don’t. Now do you want an
answer to your question or not?

G DEON
| do. Where is this West Eleria?

Caet ano waves his hand again and the book flips open and the
pages turn. It stops at a page that shows a picture of an
unknown conti nent surrounded by seas with odd nanes. West
Eleria is a peninsula jutting out into the Farro Sea from
the western part of the continent.

CAETANO
There it is. The baker | know

lives in this small village called
Gunwhal e.

G DEON
|’ ve never seen a nmap |ike
this. And |I’ve never heard of this
continent. O any of these
oceans. Are you sure all of this
isn’t nmade up?

CAETANO
You trully are ignorant. This isn't
on your human world at all

G DEON
Real ly? | don’t believe you.

CAETANO
| could prove it to you, but |I’'m
not allowed to take you there. You
couldn’'t go there even if you
tried.
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G DEON
| suppose...

Somet hi ng taps agai nst the window in the map room Caetano
and G deon | ook up to see that the pal e-eyed bl ackbird had
flown to the window | edge and was | ooking in. The bird taps
its beak agai nst the w ndow.

CAETANO
By the Great Goddess! It’s Him

Caet ano grabs G deon and hauls himout of the map room and
into the hallway where there are no w ndows.

G DEON
What was that for? It’s just a
bird, right?

CAETANO

That’ s no ordinary bird, you
idiot. That’'s Hm

G DEON
H nf

CAETANO
H m The Dark. The Shadow. The
Deapt hs. The Horror. The Evil.

G DEON
But it’s just a bird. How can a
bird be evil?

CAETANO
He | ooks like a bird. But it is
just a formhis uses to spy. But he
knows |I’m here. Which is bad. Very
bad.

G DEON
| don’t understand.

CAETANO
O course you don’t.

Caet ano qui ckly wal ks into another room

G DEON
Wait, where are you goi ng?

G deon foll ows Caetano, but when he arrives in the next
room Caetano had di sappeared. Instead, he finds that the
bird had followed to this roomi s wi ndow and i s caw ng

| oudly.
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G DEON
Hol y cow.

G deon ducks back into the hallway.

G DEON
Now he has ne thinking that that
bird is nore than what it
seens. It’s just a bird. Just a
bi rd.

G deon wal ks back to the main room The wi ndow there
appears clear, but G deon hurries towards the stairs and
heads down to the basenent where lan and R Il a are working.
But once he is out of sight of the w ndow, the bl ackbird
arrives to wait on the | edge.

G deon arrives down in the basenent. The light is on, but
there is no sign of Rilla or lan. He, however, notices a
few books at the front table.

He pulls up a chair and takes the first book. The title of
the book clearly states, "A History of West Eleria.”

G DEON
There’s a history book about West
El eria? How could that be if it’'s
on anot her worl d?

G deon flips open the cover

G DEON
(reading fromthe book)
A History of West Eleria by Gus
Perya. Published the year of the
G eat CGoddess, 3451. 3451l What on
earth does that nean? This nust be
some sort of story book.

G deon flips over the title page to begin at the first
chapter.

G DEON

(reading fromthe book)
Chapter one. The history of the
southern towns. This isn’'t so nuch
a history as a travel ogue of ny
wanderings across West Eleria. |
first cane to West Eleria when a
strange little man showed ny a
slipstream a rip between
realities...



27.

I NT. A CAFE IN GUNVWHALE - DAY

GUS
(v.o0.)
...wWhich neans that this isn't ny
honme reality. But that is neither
here nor there. I wish to record ny
journeys here in case any traveler
finds hinself in this same

si tuati on.

WAl TRESS
Here you go. That will be two
denirs.

Gus Perya is an ol der, white-haired man weari ng khaki

boots, and glasses. He is sitting at a small square table
with a piece of luggage at his feet and a hat in his

lap. He was witing in a notebook when the waitress, a
stout and harried-1ooking woman, put a cup of coffee on the
table. GQus pulls out two coins and hands it over to the
woman before turning back to his notebook.

GUS

(v.o0.)
West Eleria was first settled by a
group of colonist originating from
East Eleria, which used to just be
called Eleria before this part of
the country was annexed. There were
few native peoples who were al ready
living in West Eleria before the
col oni sts canme, but according to
t he scholars | have tal ked to,
t here had been di sease that spread
when the col onists had arrived and
the natives died, perhaps due to
the fact that they had no i munity
to the di sease.

Near by, there are two |l adies sitting at another table and
gossi ping as they sneak strange | ooks at Perya

LADY ONE
(whi speri ng)
WIIl you |l ook at that strange
gentl eman sitting over there? |
wonder where he is fronf

LADY TWO
(whi speri ng)
Who knows. Ever since the M nister
of the Interior overrul ed the

( MORE)
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LADY TWO (cont’ d)

M ni ster of Defense and managed to
install a new gatekeeper, nore and
nmore new strangers have cone to the
city fromwho knows where. | say,
before long, it will be chaos. But
at least it doesn’'t appear that
this one is causing any trouble.

GUS

(v.o0.)
Once he col onists had settled down
in West Eleria, they
prospered. And despite sone
turnoil that had occurred fromthen
until now, West Eleria had fully
integrated into the rest of the
country by the time that | have
arrived.

As Perya continues to wite in his book, a bald man with a
| ong white beard and a yellow robe arrives in the cafe and
spots Perya. This is one of the scholar-priests in Wst
Eleria and the gossi pi ng wonen appear inpressed that the
schol ar-priest is seeking out Perya.

SERUS
M. Perya?

GUs
Ah! You nust be Hen Serus. Pl ease,
pl ease, sit down. | am honored

that you have agreed to neet with
me here in the cafe. Wuld you
like for me to order a drink for

you?

SERUS
That is very kind of you, M.
Perya. But no thank you. | am
fine. | was intrigued by your

request and am quite delighted that
a foreigner such as yourself are
intrested in the history of West
Eleria. Very few foreigners have
such enl i ghtened m nds.

Qs
| am pl eased that you think
so. Back in ny hone country, | was
a bit of an amateur schol ar
myself. | wote a history about
t he place nanes of the Isle of
( MORE)
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GUS (cont’d)
Mann, which | am sure you have not
heard of, sinply because | was
interested in the history and
worried that the culture there was
dyi ng out fromthe incom ng
| ndustrial Revolution, but that is
neither here nor there. | amvery
keen to hear about what you know
about West Eleria s history. All
have | earned so far are from
children’s history books that ny
| andl ord has kindly lent to ne.

SERUS
Then you have contacted the right
person. \While you may have gotten
t he basic facts fromthose
children’s history books, they
don't really tell the story of this
country. Perhaps, since you are a
novi ce, we should begin at the
begi nning. Not far fromhere is
the Plain of the Forgotten. | can
take you there and explain to you
exactly why it is called the Plain
of the Forgotten.

Qs
Oh, that would be wonderful . |
mean, the very nane "Plain of the
Forgotten" begs so nmany
guestions.. ..

RI LLA
(v.0.)
G deon? What are you doi ng,
G deon?

| NT. RATHBORNE LI BRARY BASEMENT - DAY

The scene cuts to the basenent library where G deon is
absorbed in Gus Perya' s history about Western Eleria. At
the sound of his aunt’s voice, he quickly shuts the book and
shoves it next to the pile of other books. He takes anot her
book and opens it.

Rilla appears fromthe stacks with another pile of books.

RI LLA
Wl |, apparently today is the day
that 1’ve hit the section that

( MORE)
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RI LLA (cont’d)
needs the nost pruning. @G deon, |
see you’ re reading.

G DEON
Uh, yes Aunt Rilla. | was alittle
bored just sitting here doing
not hing, so | thought | should
read...um this nmechanica
sour cebook.

RI LLA
Are you finding that interesting?

G DEON
| guess so. This is all about
m ni ng punps and stuff.

RI LLA
Ch, G deon. | know you want to be
out and about and play |ike other
l[ittle boys, but unfortunately I
have to work.

lan arrives with a book in his hand to add to the grow ng
pile.

| AN
Well, we can’t have all work and no
play. You know, there’s a carnival
going on at the fairgrounds at the
edge of the city all this
week. You coul d take young G deon
there after work.

G DEON
A fair!
RI LLA
| couldn’t possibly...
| AN
There’s no harmin it. Wiy, | can
take you there nyself. | can

provi de the transportation. And I
have an uncle who runs a booth
there. He's an odd character who |
think G deon would like to

nmeet. He operates a shooting
range.
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G DEON
Real | y? A shooting range? That
really sounds fantastic. Pl ease,
Aunt Rilla, we should go.

| AN
Yes, please.

RI LLA
| an, you’re an awful rogue and
possi bly a bad influence. Al
right, we’'ll go.

G DEON
Wbohoo!

| AN
Geat! I'll pick you two up this
eveni ng, say around si x?

RI LLA
Fi ne.

G DEON
A fair! That sounds terribly
exci ting.

creaki ng sound suddenly echoes throughout the

stacks, making themjunp fromthe sudden noi se.

G DEON
VWhat was that?

RI LLA
| don’t know.

| AN
Geez. | think I know what it is.
left a couple books in a precarious
position, and they nust have fallen

down. | have to go back

RI LLA
| guess it’s back to work for nme as
well. Don’t cause any trouble.

G DEON
Don’t worry, Aunt Rilla. |’mjust
here reading and waiting. |’'m

excited to go to the fair.
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RI LLA
O course you are.

Wien Rilla and lan head back into the stacks, G deon pushes
t he mechani cal engi neeri ng book aside and takes the history
book again and turns back to the page where he left off.

G DEON
(v.o., reading)
My very good friend, the Honorable
Hen Serus, took me to the Pl ains of
the Forgotten that very afternoon
and explained its existence....

EXT. THE PLAINS OF THE FORGOITEN - DAY

A very peculiar carriage, designed in a florid iron gray,
are pulled by a pair of steeds that |ook |ike a cross
between a horse and a lion. The driver is a man dressed in
a swrling black cape and wi elding a whip, nuch Iike an
animal taner in a circus. The carriage pulls up to the edge
of a wide field that is nostly conprised of grass, weeds,
and a feww ldflowers. It is surrounded by sonme thin trees,
but there is no fence or signs. @us and Serus debark from
the carriage.

SERUS
Conme back in about two hours, ny
good man.

DRI VER
Yes, sir.

The carriage takes off and the two nmen start wal ki ng al ong
the edge of the field towards the first copse of trees.

QJs
So this entire field is called the
Pl ai ns of the Forgotten?

SERUS
This field and beyond,
actually. The Plains actually just
start here and go on for
approximately a hundred mles from
here, all the way until the Ei dol on
Hlls. There is a small hanl et
north of here, in the mddle of the
pl ains, but situated on top of an
underground reservoir oasis, but
that is probably the only
exception. The Plains of the

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

33.

SERUS (cont’ d)
Forgotten has been conpl etely
uni nhabited for the past five
centuries. And nost people don’t
even renmenber who used to |live on
the plains, if there was anyone on
the plains. That is the primary
reason why this is called the
Pl ai ns of the Forgotten.

GUS
Ah, that makes sense. But | hear
in your voice that you think that
sonething else is going on. |
mean, even if | haven't heard that,
| woul d have been intrigued. All
of this land is unoccupied. It’s
virtual ly inconcievable that no one
woul d have settled on this prine
| and before.

SERUS
One woul d think that. Before the
colonists settled in West Eleria,
there were sone people living on
the plains. They were a strange
race of nomads called the
Rigu. There are sonme old accounts
fromthe colonists that the Rigu
were a tall people with dark hair
and gol den eyes. They nostly kept
to thenselves. The colonists would
have settled on the plains if not
for the fact that they heeded the
Rigu’ s warnings that there were
things |iving underneath the
pl ai ns.

GUS
Things Iiving underneath the
pl ai ns? This gets nore and nore
interesting. 1’ve seen sone
fabul ous things in Wst Eleria
since |’'ve arrived, but what would
frighten peopl e enough that they
woul dn’t settle on the plains?

SERUS
Transl ated fromthe Rigu | anguage,
t hese things underneath the plains
were called nonster wornms. There
have been tal es about them but so
far in the archives, there hasn't

( MORE)
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SERUS (cont’d)
been any accounts of first eye
Wi t nesses to what these wornms | ook
like. But there are plenty of
accounts of what they do. They
cause weaknesses in the earth so
that their prey wuld be sucked
underground fromthe sudden change
in the earth. Sort of Iike
qui cksand. That is another reason
why it is called the Plain of the
Forgotten. People who becone prey
are never seen again.

auUs
How horrifying. Wat nakes them
stay within the Plain of the
Forgotten and not venture outside
of that?

SERUS
No one knows al though there is a
tale by the Rigu that in the
di stant past, there had been a R gu
sorcerer who cast a spell to
contain these nonster worns. How
true that is, who knows. There
have been many researchers who have
braved the plains to see if that is
true, but so far, no one has found
any evidence of it.

GQJs
Sois it safe to even wal k on the
pl ai ns?

SERUS

No, it is dangerous. The only safe
pat hs are the paved ones that have
been present since five centuries
ago. This field here has been
fenced off with this alder

trees. Alder trees are typically a
sign that people have been using
the and for research. But that
doesn’t nean it is safe. The only
way you could travel the plains
out si de of the paved paths is in

t he conpany of a native Rigu. But
the Rigu are few and far between
since their popul ation had
decreased with the arrival of the
colonists. And they are nomads
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SERUS (cont’d)
besides, so it is very difficult to
find one even if you wanted to.

GQJs
| see. So this entire field is
safe for us to wal k on?

SERUS
Not necessarily.

Serus bends down to pick up a rock. He notions towards it
to draw Gus’s attention to it before throwing it towards the
m ddl e of the field. The rock hits the ground and bounces
once.

For a few seconds, nothing happens.

GQUs
Well, it nust be safe.

The ground suddenly pops and the earth beneath the rock
turns into the consistency of quicksand, dragging the rock
down beneat h.

aUs
Hol y not her of God.

SERUS
As you can see, even after sone
researchers have supposedly cl eared
this land, it is not entirely
safe. The worns are in the ground.
They al nost never cone to the
surface.

GUS
You know, that little denpnstration
makes nme glad that when | got here,
| didn’t come out of the gate in
the m ddl e of these
plains. Oherw se, | would have
been conpl etely sucked under
wi t hout a tracel

SERUS
| think you have the Gate Makers to
thank for that. They were the ones
who created the gates to West
El eria and had the foresight to not
put themin dangerous |ands. But
if you want to have a better | ook
at the history, we will have to

( MORE)
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SERUS (cont’d)
wal k up this path, past that hill
over there.

aUS
Al'l right.

Qus wal k a few steps down the path when they here
sucki ng noi se runbling behind them Wen they
they see that the I and near the part of the path
had wal ked on before is sinking.

GUS
Holy not her of God!

SERUS
This way! Hurry!

GUs
But isn’'t that going further into
dangerous territory?

SERUS
No, it mght look like it, but...
RI LLA
(v.o0.)
G deon! Did you see where ny purse

went ?

I NT. RILLA"S HOUSE - EVEN NG

G deon sl anms cl osed the book about the history of West
Eleria that he had sneaked hone with himand shoves it under
the pillowin his bedroom He hurries out into the hall.

G DEON
| don’t think your purse went
anywhere, Aunt Rilla. You left it
on the sofa in the living room when
we cane back fromthe |ibrary.

RI LLA
(from her bedroom
Thank you, G deon. For sone reason
| m such a scatterbrain tonight.

G DEON
"1l be waiting downstairs, Aunt
Rilla
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G deon wal ks down the hallway and down the stairs to the
first floor of Rilla’s house. 1In the living room G deon
peeks out the w ndow.

G DEON
Well, it doesn’'t look like M.
Donovan is here yet. He said his
car was blue. But there aren’t any
cars on the street.

Suddenly sonething hits the wi ndow, naking G deon yelp in
surprise. The object |ooks dark as it falls to the ground.

G DEON
Good grief, what was that? It | ooks
like...a ball of sone sort. |
wonder who threw it.

Qutside, a blue car comes up the lane and pulls in front of
t he house. A car horn is heard.

G DEON
Aunt Rilla! M. Donovan is here!
RI LLA
(from her bedroom
Oh ny goodness! |’ m al nost ready,
G deon. 1'Il be down in a nonent.

lan gets out of the car and wal ks up to the front door to
ring the bell. When the doorbell rings, Rlla hurries
downstairs to open the door

| AN
Evening, R lla. G deon. You |ook
a bit flushed. | hope | haven’'t
cone to early and rushed you.

RI LLA
Oh no! You're right on tine. | was

just running |ate.

G DEON
| can’t wait to see that shooting
range at the fair that you
menti oned, M. Donovan.

| AN
You' |l see it soon enough. You’l
find that ny uncle, who is in
charge of the booth, is quite the
character.
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G DEON
Oh, and here’s your purse, Aunt
Rilla. | found it in the living
room just as | had thought.

RI LLA
Thank you, G deon. | guess we can
go?

| AN

Ri ght this way.

Rilla and G deon get into lan’s car. As they drive away,
the scene briefly focuses on the dark ball that is |ying
just outside of Rlla s house. It shrivels as if it’s
animated by sonething fromw thin. A crack appears,
reveal i ng somet hi ng gol den i nsi de.

lan drives themto the edge of town where a large, brightly
colored fair has been set up. lan parks in the nearby | ot
and the three of themwal k over to the entrance.

| AN
Oh no, please, let nme pay the
adm ssion for everyone. It’'s ny

treat.
RI LLA
Well, if you insist.
| AN
| do.
G DEON

So where’s the shooting range owned
by your uncle?

| AN
You' ' re an eager kid, aren’t you?
W' || get there soon enough.

| an pays the adm ssion and they wal k through a |ighted arch
proclaimng that it is the entrance to the fairgrounds. Ian
notions for Rilla and G deon to foll ow himthrough the crowd
of people who have also arrived to have fun at the fair.

After passing several other booths, they arrive at a fairly
| arge, grand booth that has several noving nechani cal
targets which the players, with toy guns, try to shoot for a
prize. A player in front of themtries in vain to hit the
nmoving targets, which look Iike black birds, but mss. 1In
the end, he wal ks away in frustration.
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The proprietor is an old man with a white beard and a snart
brown suit. He |ooks remarkably like the man who wote and
traveled in West Eleria, Gus, but no one else realizes it.

| AN
Hey, Uncle Ron!

UNCLE RON
| an! What a pleasure to see you, ny
dear boy. | see you' ve brought a

date with you, hn?

RI LLA
|"’mnot his date. lan kindly
offered to bring us
here. Especially ny nephew, to see

the fair.

G DEON
To see your shooting range, M.
Donovan.

UNCLE RON

Ah! You nust be the nephew. You can
call ne Ron.

Ad DEON
| m G deon
| AN
And this is Rilla, Gdeon’s aunt.
RI LLA
It is very nice to neet you.
UNCLE RON
Li kewise. I"'msure you' re all eager
to see the rest of the fair. | can

see to young G deon and show him
t he ropes at the shooting

range. So lan, you can take M ss
Rilla out to see the rest of the
fair, hnf? You could go see the
ferris wheel, you know. It’s very
romantic.

RI LLA
Ch, but I'"mconpletely fine staying
here with G deon at the shooting
range.
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| AN
"1l be glad to take Rilla around
to see the sights. Cone on, Rilla.
| f you' re not keen on the ferris
wheel , we could always go to the
house of mrrors.

RI LLA
Goodness. That sounds rat her
horrible, actually.

However, lan pulls Rilla away fromthe shooting booth to
show her around the rest of the fair. Ron gestures to
G deon to take one of the toy guns.

UNCLE RON
Since you're a friend of lan’s,
pl ayi ng at Ron’ s Shooting Booth
will be on the house.

G DEON
How is this supposed to work? Do |
j ust shoot this?

UNCLE RON
Yep. You just take the gun and
shoot at the noving targets. Shoot
five of them and you get a prize.

G DEON
What sort of prize?
UNCLE RON
Wel |, any of those fabulous itens
over there, of course.
G DEON
kay.
UNCLE RON

See here? This is how you' re going
totry to do it.

Ron picks up one of the toy rifles and makes a show of
getting the target into sight and then shooting it. He
shoots five of the noving targets w thout any problem

UNCLE RON
See? There's no effort to it.

G DEON
| f you say so.
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G deon picks up the rifle and attenpts to shoot at the
noving target. He shoots one in the bullseye.

G DEON
ol ly, well ook at that!

UNCLE RON
I ndeed it is! Excellent shot, boy!

At this point, sone of the passing fair goers notice
G deon’ s | ucky shot and begin to crowd around the shooting
range boot h.

UNCLE RON
Well, that’s one down and four nore
to go! You can do it.

G DEON
Al'l right, here | go.

G deon shoots again. And then three nore tinmes. All tines,
he hits the mark. And each tine, the crowd cheers himon.

G DEON
Ww, | really did it! I didn’t know
| could be a good shot. Maybe it’s
begi nner’ s | uck.

UNCLE RON
O maybe you're just good. This
means you win a prize, G deon! Take

your pi ck.

FAI RGCER #1
Hey, | want to try.

FAI RGCER #2
Me, too!

FAI RGCER #3

It can't be that hard if a kid
could do it, right?

UNCLE RON
That woul d be one dollar per try,
gent | enen.

FAl RGCER #1

Al right, here you go.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 42.

As Ron gathers up noney fromthe other fairgoers as they al
give the shooting range a try, and fail at it, G deon
ponders the prize rack at the side of the stall. There are
several large stuffed toys, candy, and a variety of other
kni ckknacks.

G DEON
"1l take that one right there.

UNCLE RON
This | arge bl ue bear?

G DEON
Yes.

UNCLE RON
Wel |, here you go.

G DEON
It doesn’t |ook |ike anyone else is
hitting the targets.

UNCLE RON
It takes special skill, boy. I hit
the targets because | own this
pl ace and |’ ve practiced. You have
a special talent.

G DEON
Oh, | don’t know about that. [I'm
pretty ordinary.

UNCLE RON
Well, let ne take you around this

pl ace. Fred!

A gangly youth who had taken over getting the ticket noney
from Ron quickly turns to acknowl edge Ron’ s greeting.

FRED
Yes sir?

UNCLE RON
|’ mgoing to take young G deon here
around to see the fairgrounds.
You' re in charge for the next hour.

FRED
Yes sir.

G DEON
You' re putting himin charge?
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UNCLE RON
He’ s been ny assistant for several
years. He knows what to
do. Anyways, | know exactly where
you shoul d go next. The dunk tank.

G DEON
The dunk tank?

Ron and G deon wal k through the crowmd and reach a booth
called "The Dunk Tank." There is a hawker with a basket of
balls calling everyone to have a try at hitting the

target. Most of the booth is in fact a | arge pool of water
and there is a clown sitting on a plank above the water. To
the clown’s right is a target where people attenpt to

hit. The target is rigged to the plank so that if the

bull seye is hit, the plank will give way and the clown wil|
fall into the water

UNCLE RON
Wth your skill at hitting targets,
you should give this a try.

DUNK TANK HAVWKER
It’s only a nickle a try, young
man!

G DEON
| don’t know. It was probably al
begi nner’s luck at the shoot range.

UNCLE RON
Well, you |l never know if you
don't try.

G DEON

Al right.

G deon pulls out a nickle fromhis pocket and gives it to
the hawker for a ball. He gives the stuffed bear to Ron to
hold for himwhile he tries to throw the ball.

ONLOOKER #1
You' Il never make it, kid! No one’'s
been able to knock that clown off
that perch the entire day.

UNCLE RON

Be quiet! You' re giving the boy a
conpl ex.
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ONLOOKER #1
|’mjust telling the truth

DUNK TANK HAVWKER
It mght be the truth, but that
doesn’t nmean that soneone won't be
able to nmake the jackpot.

G deon rolls his eyes at the byplay. After a nonment, he
throws the ball. It hits the target, but it is just at the
edge of the bullseye. The plank wobbles, but holds and the
cl owmn makes faces at the audi ence.

DUNK TANK HAVWKER
Nice try, young man! You want to
try again?

G DEON
Nah, |’ m good.

UNCLE RON
That was really good, G deon. Maybe
you shoul d give it another
try. You did hit the target, just
not the bull seye.

G DEON
(shaki ng hi s head)
No. | was really saving ny noney
for some of the fair food. 1| heard
that there was cotton candy.
UNCLE RON
There sure is. | can take you to

the cotton candy booth. | think
it’s near the hot dog stand. But
anyway, that was really good
throwing. Are you sure you don’'t
want to try again?

G DEON
| " m sure.

UNCLE RON
Al'l right. That whol e dunk tank
thing for sone reason rem nded ne
of sonme of ny travels out in
Africa.

G DEON

You’' ve been to Africa? Wiat's it
li ke?
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UNCLE RON
Mostly hot and unconfortable. It’s
very primtive in the bush. But
there are sone fantastic things in
the African savannah. | went on
safari with sone experienced
hunters who bagged an el ephant, a
lion, several gazelles, and even a
giraffe.

G DEON
Wow,

UNCLE RON
It can be dangerous, though. The
| ocal s there have stories of people
bei ng eaten by |ions or gored by
rhinos. After a couple nonths in
t he bush, you really appreciate
t hi ngs when you get back to
civilization.

G DEON
That’ s where you | earned how to
shoot, right?

UNCLE RON
| got a lot of practice shooting
there, but no, that’s not where |

| earned shooting. | learned to
shoot when | was a boy, about the
sane age as you. | lived in the

backwoods in the south. M famly
sonetimes hunted deer for

nmeat. And the wolves if they were
| urking around the farm

G DEON
Oh.

UNCLE RON
| guess you could call it a hard
life, but as a kid, you wouldn’t
know any better. Ch, that | ooks
like lan and your aunt.

deon arrive at the cotton candy stand where |an
are standing next to it. They both junp apart

guiltily as if they had been kissing. They are each hol di ng

a cone of

pi nk cotton candy.
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UNCLE RON
There you two are! | thought you
two were at the House of
Mrrors. O did you decide to take
my advice and take the ferris
wheel ?

| AN
Hey, Uncle Ron. Fancy seeing you
here. And no, we went to neither.
W just wal ked around enjoying the
sights. And | thought you were
wor ki ng at your booth?

UNCLE RON
| left it in the care of
assistant Fred while | took G deon
around since this is his first tine

at a fair.
G DEON

It was pretty fun. | won this bear
RI LLA

How wonderful. It | ooks al nost as

big as you are, G deon.

G DEON
Yes. But that doesn’'t nean that |
will forever be this size.

RI LLA
O course not. You're a fast
grow ng boy. Here, you can have ny
cotton candy. Careful, it's very
sti cky.

G DEON
Thanks, Aunt Rill a.

UNCLE RON
So have you two been to the
Utimte Twirl?

G DEON
VWhat's that?

UNCLE RON
It’s the ultinmate ride at the fair,
of course. Cone on, kid, you
haven't seen half of this fair yet.



47.

I NT. FI ELD SHACK, EDGE OF FI ELD - DAY

Serus and Gus run into a field shack |ocated just over the
hill on the edge of the Plains of the Forgotten and slamthe
door cl osed.

The shack itself is dimy |lit. There is only one w ndow.
There is very little furniture, but on the walls an array of
strange | ooki ng weapons are hung on hooks.

At a table, atall figure in a dark uniformis polishing one
of the bl aded weapons.

GUS
Goodness. You don’t think that
thing could get in here, could it?

SERUS
Anyt hi ng coul d happen. | noticed
that it had strayed onto the path
once or tw ce. Perhaps those nyths
about some curse keepi ng them
within the boudaries of the plain
are just that. Myths.

ORI ON
No, the nyths are true. The paths,
however, were not the original
pat hs so they hold no domain over
t he worns.

aUs
Who are you?

SERUS
This is Oion. Oion, this is Gus
Perya. He is one of the visitors,
but he is a scholar as well so |
wanted to show hi maround and t el
hima some of Eleria's
history. Unfortunately, we ran
afoul of a worm

ORI ON
(shaki ng hands with Gus)
M. Perya. It is unfortunate that
one of the first things you have
experienced in your travels here is
t he wor ns.

GUS
Ch, ny inpression isn’t all that
bad. The city is an interesting
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GUS (cont’d)
pl ace, rem nding ne of cities |’ ve
lived in back hone. But we have no
creatures |i ke that dreaded worm
back where |I'm from

ORI ON
" m sure you don’t.

SERUS
Oion is one of the caretakers. He
patrols the borders of the Plains.

aUs
It nust be very dangerous work.

ORI ON
It is. But I had an advantage over
sone of the others who are natives
fromthe old Eleria. | amonly
part Elerian. M father was of
El eri an bl ood. But my nother was
hal f foreigner and half Rigu.

aUs
Ri gu? Wasn’t that the kind of
peopl e you told nme about who knew
where the wornms were?

SERUS
Yes. The R gu had an extra sense to
tell where the worns were | urking
under neat h the ground.

ORI ON
Serus IS correct. However, | have
diluted bl ood, so ny senses aren’t
as acute. But still, it is an
advantage no matter how small .

GQJs
| see.

ORI ON

And | see that you two have rushed
in due to a worm

Orion puts down the weapon that he had been polishing and
wal ks over to the window to | ook out onto the plains. The
novenent of the earth stops near the field shack and then
retreats back to where it cane from
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ORI ON
You' re safe enough here. The path
to this field house isn’t one of
the ol der paths that are guaranteed
to be safe. It has been made by
researchers who knew not hi ng about
the worns so it is not entirely
safe. Those who are foolish enough
to travel on it risk being devoured
by the wornms. W have a few
tragedi es because of it every year.

QJs
How horri bl e.

SERUS
However, Orion is here so he can
gui de us back to safe | and.

ORI ON
Yes. You are | ucky.
aUs
But I'"mintrigued now. | nean, no

one’s been to the Plains of the
Forgotten since the beginning. And
only the Ri gu knew enough to
navigate the Plains safely. Wat’s
t here now?

ORI ON
If you're curious, | can take you
to one of the safe havens a few
days travel fromhere in the mddle
of the Plains.

GUS
That sounds fascinating. | think
w Il take you up on that offer.

SERUS
It sounds |like a foolish thing to
do. But | suppose there’s no
tal king you out of it. Foreigners
do seemto |ike adventure. Even if
it’s dangerous.

ORI ON
| have to warn you, though, even
t hough | have a planned trip to the
ham et, you're going to have to
stick close to ne. There can be
nore danger in the Plains besides
t he wor ns.
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aUs
|’ ve seen enough danger just com ng
to this world.

SERUS
Meanwhile, | may need to get back
to town. | told our driver to pick
us back up in alittle while.

ORI ON
Fine. 1'Il guide you back. And
you, M. Perya, if you want to cone
with me on the trip through the
Plains, you will neet nme at the
edge where you arrived in this area

tonorrow norning at dawn. |If
don’t see you there, | will not
wai t .

aUs
"1l be there.

EXT. THE PLAINS OF THE FORGOTTEN - DAWN

Gus Perya is waiting near a tree at the edge of the Plains
of the Forgotten at dawn wearing travelers clothes, a
backpack, and carrying a wal king stick. Fromthe shadows, a
tall figure approaches. It is Oion.

ORI ON
| see you're here. VWhich is
surprising. There have been others
who have wanted to travel with ne,
but have chi ckened out at the | ast
m nut e.

aUSs
As you can see, |I’mnot chickening
out, M. Oion.

ORI ON
Good. Let’s go, then. Dawn is one
of the few nonents in the day when
nost of the nonster worns are
sl eeping. W should get as nuch
travel as we can in before noon.

aUs
After you, M. Oion.

The two nen start off into the interior of the plains. They
qui ckly pass the trees that mark the borders of the plains
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and head into the grassy plain. By noon, they have reached
a creek wwth a small copse of trees. They sit down in the
shade of the trees to eat |unch which nostly consists of
bread and cheese.

QJs
Serus told me that the trees serve
a purpose at the edge of the
pl ai ns, marki ng the boundary of
where it is safe and where it

isnt. Is there any significance
that we’ve stopped at these trees?
ORI ON

Mostly, the trees are here because
it neans that there is also water
nearby. But yes, it also does nean
relative safety. The worns prefer
free earth. They dislike, for sone
reason, the earth that has been
contam nated by roots. You nust

al so consider the fact that there
is also running water nearby. The
worms al so dislike running water.

GUs
The El eri ans nmust have known about
that fact, too. They could have
used it to colonize the Plains, but
they didn't.

ORI ON
They didn’t because there are too
few wat er sources around. And
typically, people wouldn't even
think of planting trees in an
effort to purify the land. People
usual ly chop down trees to make
houses and build fires.

@QJs
That sounds true.

ORI ON
| have never nmet a full bl ooded
Ri gu despite the fact that | have
sone of their blood in nme. But ny
not her, before she died when | was
very young, told nme sonme stories
t hat she had heard from her
people. It was said that in the
far reaches of tinme, near the
begi nning, the Plains were entirely
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ORI ON (cont’d)
covered in forest. It was virgin
territory. Unspoiled. Even then,
there were sone Rigu |ived
there. But they weren’'t nomads
then. They settled in one place in
advanced cities while the Elerians
back east were still dwelling in
caves. But then, for sone reason
the wornms came and the trees
di sappeared and the Rigu were
forced to nove.

GQUs
How sad.

ORI ON
It is a sad story, but | try not to
dwell on it since it has happened
so long ago and | know no true
Rigu. There are a few other
caretakers who do have sonme Ri gu
bl ood, but they are, as |’'ve said,
few and far between.

aUs
Ri ght. Exactly how many car et akers
are there, anyway?

ORI ON
Wll, fromlast accounting, |
bel i eve. ..

A screaminterrupts Oion and the two nmen imedi ately junp
up fromtheir relaxed place underneath the tree to see where
the sound is com ng from

A few yards away, they see a figure caught by the foot by
sonething on the ground. It is not a worm Instead, it is a
strange crab-li ke creature with six segnented | egs.

GUs

Oh ny God. What is that thing?
ORI ON

Stay back, M. Perya. 1I’'ll handle

t his.

ohediently, Gus stays back at the safety of the trees as
Orion rushes forward, pulling out an odd gun fromthe back
of his pocket. He shoots twice as he runs. The six-|egged
creature flails about for a nonent before collapsing onto

t he ground.
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But before Orion can pull out a knife to cut the figure, a
femal e caretaker, free fromthe creature, the woman does it
hersel f and stunbles towards Oion as the ground underneath
the creature suddenly erupts and swall ows the creature

whol e.

The two caretakers run back to the safety of the trees and
t he creek.

ORI ON
You al nost got kill ed!
LI RA
Vell sorry, big boy. | can’'t seem

to help nyself. Lucky you were
around, weren’'t you?

ORI ON
Lira, you take too many
risks. This place isn't the sort
of place soneone |ike you shoul d be
in.

LI RA
You' re too paranoid. And | can take
care of nyself. Mst of the tine.

GUS
Your eyes. And your eyes...you
must also be Riguu O at |east
part Rigu.

LI RA
Apparently the foreigner has ny
bl ood pegged! Yes, |I'mpart Rigu.
Al though I"mnot related to this
dunb lug. That’s one reason why |
got pronoted to caretaker. Another
reason is the fact that | can gut a
man in ten seconds, with ny eyes
cl osed.

ORI ON
Don’t be crude.

LI RA
Sorry. Just don’t pay any
attention to ne. But at least |I'm
not draggi ng al ong sone foreigners
in this crazy country |ike sone
denment ed tour guide.
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ORI ON
Li ral

aUs
No, no. That’'s fine. So you have
| ady caretakers here? How
fascinating! From ny observations
back at the city, | didn't think
| adies were allowed to do anyt hing
except take care of the house and
the children

LI RA
Yep, Eliera certainly sounds like a
bastillion of

equality. Fortunately for ne,
because of ny Ri gu bl ood, the

El erians don’t even consider ne
quite human so they quite happily
let me do all this dangerous stuff
whi ch woul d probably be the end of
nme before too |ong.

ORI ON
| can’t believe you joke about
deat h that way.

LI RA
At least |’mnot as serious as
you. This is a tough life, Oion.
Life is too short to drop dead just
because of stress.

| NT. G DEON S BEDROCOM NI GHT

RI LLA
(fromthe hallway)
G deon? Are you still awake? It’s
already ten o' clock. Time for
light’s out.

Yes, Aunt Rl a.
G deon cl oses the history book and puts it back on his bed
stand. He turns out the lights and settles into bed. Wen
he closes his eyes, a faint howing sound shakes his w ndow.
G deon turns his head to see what is the matter, but the

drapes are closed. He turns in bed and tries to go to sleep
agai n.
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The wi ndow shakes again. Finally fed up with the noi se,
G deon gets up to pull the drapes aside.

G DEON
|’"msure it’s just the wi nd. Mybe
| forgot to shut the w ndow
properly. Ack!

On the other side of the window is a dark hideous shadow,
attenpting to grasp at himthrough the glass. Quickly,

G deon wrenches the drapes closed and hi des under the covers
in bed.

SHADOW
(hi ssi ng)
| know you're in there,
boy. You're in there, hiding. But
you can’t hide forever.

G DEON
(to hinself)
There’s nothing. Nothing out there
but my imagination. |1’ mjust
havi ng a ni ght mare.

Suddenly, sonething that is glittering on his bed stand
catches his attention. G deon reaches out to take it. Even
in the darkness, he can see that it is the coin that he had
found earlier in the basenent library. The etchings on the
coi n has changed agai n.

On one side is a bhird. On the other side is a worm

G DEON
Oh, it’s changed again. | wonder
what all these synbols nean.
SHADOW
Cone to ne. Cone to ne. Cone to ne.
G DEON
No!
SHADOW
Yessssss!

The wi ndow shudders one last tinme and the gl ass shatters,
sending a ferocious wind into G deon’s bedroom The boy
screans as the shadow | aughs.

G DEON
Aunt Rill al

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 56.

SHADOW
You can’t hide, boy!

G deon’ s bedroom door slans open, revealing Rilla wapped in
a bat hrobe and holding a fireplace poker.

RI LLA
What is this about?
G deon? G deon? Are you okay?

G DEON
Aunt Rilla!l I'"mhere. Be careful,
it’'s...

The shadow, in the formof the wind, takes up a chair and
hurtles it at Rilla. Defensively, she smashes her poker
against it, but the force propels her across the threshold
of the room

SHADOW
You can’t hide, boy. You re com ng
with ne!

G DEON
No!

But the shadow wi nd appears to have surrounded G deon and
his bed and appears to have sucked it out of his own
reality.

EXT. PLAINS OF THE FORGOITEN - DAY

@Qus, Oion, and Lira are in the mddle of the Plains of the
Forgotten, wal king towards their destination, a hamet that
is |located above an underground oasis. They are currently

ina field of knee deep grasses. Oion is |leading. Next is
@Qus. And Lira is bringing up the back.

Qs
Aside fromthe few trees that we
saw back at the creek, there’'s
hardly any cover here on the

plains. It would be difficult to
hi de.

ORI ON
That’s true. But with the plains,
it also means that we will be able

to see anything that mght be
approachi ng us.
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LI RA
Actually, I wouldn’t worry too nuch
about that. There' s nore danger
beneath our feet that anything in

the air.

ORI ON
That's if you don’'t know where to
st ep.

GaUSs

| guess it’s a good thing that |’ m
foll ow ng you, eh?

After a few nore nonents of wal ki ng, sone cl ouds race over
the sky, covering the sun. The sudden wind is strong,

bl owi ng over clothes and bending the grasses flat agai nst
t he ground.

LI RA
Looks |li ke there m ght be a storm
com ng up

ORI ON
Yep.

GUs

But we didn’'t see any of these
clouds all day! How can the
weat her just change like that?

ORI ON
It’s just the nature of the
plains. The weather here can be
unpredi ctable. Sonetines, one
could say that it’s a danger in

itsel f.

LI RA
Yes. W'Il need to find shelter
soon. |It's fast looking like it’s
going to turn into a particularly
bad storm

GUS

That | ooks inpossible. There's
nothing but flat |and ahead of us.

ORI ON
True. But there may be sone
rei nforced underground caves around
her e.
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QJs

Caves? How do you figure that?
ORI ON

VWl l, our destination is built

above an underground

reservoir. And underground
reservoirs usually nean that
there’s sone caverns around here
sonmewher e too.

QJs
But what about the worns?

ORI ON
That’'s why we’re | ooking for
reinforced caves. |If the cavern

has some iron ore, we should be
safe enough as we wait out the
storm

LI RA
Over there. | see a bare patch of
gr ound.

ORI ON
Yes. | see it.

The three travelers hurry over to the bare patch of |and
that Lira had spotted. Past the tall weeds and grasses that
had nostly hidden it, there is a long flat stone with a
strange synbol nmarked on it with white chal k

ORI ON
Just our |uck. Soneone has cone
this way before and had thought to
mark out a shelter.

The sky gets even nore darker with clouds and it begins to
rain, wetting the stone. Oion and Lira haul the stone to
the side, revealing a dark hole and uneven stone steps

| eadi ng downward. Lira leads with way with a magical flane
at her fingertips to light the way. Next, Gus follows

her. Oion is last as he pulls the rock over the opening to
cl ose up any indication that they have found a cave.

LI RA
The wal | s appear to be nmade of iron
ore. W'’re safe enough for the
ni ght, | think.
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ORI ON
Yes. | agree. The stormis
probably going to last for the rest
of the day and possibly through the
night as well. So we m ght as wel
make oursel ves confortabl e.

At the bottomof the stairs, the trio finds that the cave is
well worn and dry. They take off their packs and begin
unpacki ng their blankets and taking out a fewrations. Lira
pl aces her light in the center so it appears like a
canpfire.

GQUS
At this rate, it’'s going to take us
forever to reach that oasis that
you tal ked about .

ORI ON
Ch, it won’t be that long. |If the
rain stops by tonorrow norning,
we' |l be able to reach the hanl et
by tonorrow afternoon.

LI RA
And t hank goodness for that. |It’s
been a while since |I've slept in an
actual bed.

GUS
You' re one of the guardi ans of the
pl ains. So you nust be wanderi ng
around this place for nost of the
time.

LI RA
You’' ve got that right. And
sonetines it can be a thankl ess
j ob.

ORI ON
And a danger ous one.

LI RA
Li ke you're one to talk.

Above the cave, lightning strikes on the ground and the
sound reverberates in the cave. The electricity also
charges the surrounding ground and the iron ore in the cave
wal | s begin to glitter.
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GUS
What was that? And why are the
wal I s gl owi ng?

ORI ON
It does that every tinme there's a
t hunderstorm You shouldn’t worry.

LI RA
Absol utely. You should be gl ad
that it’s a thunderstorm It’s
charging the walls, creating a
barrier between us and anyt hi ng
el se that mght want to penetrate
the cave. The iron ore itself is
protection, but the charge fromthe
[ ightning makes it even nore
unlikely that creatures like the

nonster worns will try to cone
close to this area.
aUSs

| guess that’s a good thing.

LI RA
A very good thing.

| NT. RATHBORNE LI BRARY BASEMENT - NI GHT

G deon has been transported into the basenent of the

Rat hborne Library. For a nonment, he lies on the floor with
his eyes closed. Wen he finally opens his eyes, he notices
his surroundings. Cose by, on the floor, is a small |anp.

G DEON
Good grief. I'min the library. How
did I get here? Hello?

No one answers G deon. However, in the distance, a
t hunderstormrages in the night. G deon picks hinself up
fromthe floor and takes the lanp to investigate the stacks.

G DEON
Hel | 0? Anyone in here?

The only sound is Gdeon’s shuffling feet. He noves towards
the exit of the basenment. He clinbs the stair. The
doorknob to the main roomturns easily in his hand and he
finds hinself in the main room

Sonmet hing hits the wi ndow nearby. G deon turns to see that

it is a black bird with eerie white eyes. G deon screans
and hurries towards the foyer and the front door.
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He opens the door and rushes outside. At first glance, the
nei ghbor hood appears tranquil and quiet. But a noise nakes
G deon turn his head to see that there are a flock of black
bi rds watching himfromthe | awn next door.

G deon begins to run down the street, towards Aunt Rilla's
house. The bl ack birds take flight to chase after

him Just as the black birds take flight, the ground
beneath them erupts as sonet hi ng under ground tunnels,
heading in the boy’ s direction.

G DEON
No, no, no. This can't be
happeni ng. Hel p!

G deon finally reaches Aunt Rilla s house. Al of the
wi ndows are dark as he pounds on the door.

G DEON
Aunt Rilla! Anyone! Please, it’'s
G deon, |'’mout here!l Let ne inl!

Pl ease! Pl ease. ..

| NT. G DEON S BEDROCOM NI GHT

G deon suddenly jerks up, waking up frombed. The history
book that he had been reading, slides down his lap and | ands
on the floor.

RI LLA
(fromthe hallway)
G deon? Are you still awake? It’s
already ten o' clock. Tine for
light’s out.

G DEON
Ri

Yes, Aunt Il a.

| NT. CAVE BENEATH THE PLAINS OF THE FORGOTTEN - NI GHT

Gus, Orion, and Lira have settled down for the night and are
trying to sleep in the supposedly safe cave beneath the
Plains of the Forgotten. The magical light that Lira had
conjured had been turned down until it is a dimanber |ight.

There is no sound in the cave except, perhaps, of sone deep
breat hi ng and sone dri pping water from sone of the runoff
fromthe rain com ng down from above.

A faint hissing sound can be heard echoing in the deep
chanbers of the cave.
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Lira suddenly sits up from her bl ankets.

LI RA
VWhat’' s that?

GQus grunbl es incoherently and reflexively tries to drown out
t he noise by turning over to his side.

ORI ON
VWhat i s what?

LI RA
| heard a sound.

ORI ON
| didn’t hear anything.

GUS
It’s probably just the rain | eaking
in fromabove. Just go back to
sl eep.

Thi s hissing sound reverberates through the cavern again,
this time a little | ouder.

LI RA
Did you hear that? It sounds |ike
it’s com ng closer

ORI ON
Maybe M. Perya is correct. It is
not hi ng but rain.

There is nore hissing, now unm stakable. Lira junps out of
her sl eeping back with a dagger in hand. Oion also gets up
and pulls out a long bl aded weapon. GGus stunbles out of his
bl ankets, unsure of what stance to take.

LI RA
| told you there was
sonmething. It’s in here with
us. And it’s not just the piddling
rain.
ORI ON

It sounds |i ke a snake.

GJUs
| don’t know how it is in West
El eria, but |'ve never heard of a
snake that sounds |ike that.
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There is a hiss and a roar and a shadow suddenly | eaps out

at them The three travelers take a defensive posture and
Qus starts screaming. But with nothing attacking them Lira
and Orion |ower their weapons.

A small cat-like creature stands next to Lira’ s small |ight,
hi ssing in delight.
ORI ON
It’s time to stop scream ng now,
M. Perya.
GUS
Uh, what? Oh.
LI RA
It’s a cave fel. | heard that they
were very rare. Possibly extinct.
GUs
Cave fel? That |ooks Iike a cat to
ne.
ORI ON

A cat? | don't know of any such
creature that you’' re speaking
about .

GUS
Vell, | guess what | was sayi ng was
that what you call a fel is what ny
people would call a cat in ny
wor | d.

ORI ON
Huh.

LI RA
The fel |ooks quite small although
it already has the markings of a
juvenile.

Lira crouches down and gingerly pats the cave fel on the
head. The creature rubs its head agai nst her hand and
begins purring. Now confident that there is nothing that is
attacking them the travelers settle back down into their
beddi ng.

aUSs
Mar ki ngs of a juvenile?
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LI RA
Yes. You can easily see them
across the back and the tail. Then
again, | don't really know anyt hi ng

about these creatures aside from
the stories that |’ve heard.

ORI ON
|’ ve heard that the young ones are
very small and the coat color
starts out as one uniform
color. But as they age, markings
begin to appear. The juveniles
have those markings. And they
becone nore intircate as they
age. They're al so supposed to
beconme bigger. Sonetinmes as |arge
as a house.

aUs
As | arge as a house? You're
pulling my leg, aren’t you?

ORI ON
No, | amcertainly not.

LI RA

Well, who knows if they truly
becone as big as a house or not. |
have heard that there is a town in
the north which has a nmuseum And
supposedl y, they have a skel et on of
a cave fel that fills up their
entire basenent. But |’ve never
been there. And this is the first
time I’ve seen one in the flesh.

ORI ON
Well, there’ s one good thing about
the fact that we only have a

juvenile in our hands. If it was a
young baby, it’s nother wouldn’t be
far behi nd.

GUS

And if what you say was true, its

nmot her woul d be as big as a

house. | wouldn't want a creature
that stsize getting angry with ne.

LI RA
In the stories that |1’ ve been told,
t hough, the cave fels were one of

( MORE)
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LI RA (cont’ d)
the few | ocal creatures on the
pl ai ns that could be easily
inprinted, if you had the right
sort of personality. So |I wouldn't
be too worried. The stories also
say that the large adult cave fels
were known to inprint on people,
too, despite their natura
f er oci ousness.

GUS
So maybe this cave fel is
inprinting on you?

LI RA
Possi bl y.

ORI ON
Al t hough there is a caveat to the
story.

aUs
There are always caveats, aren’t
t here?

ORI ON
Yes. But it’s not one that you
woul d think of. The cave fels only
inprinted on the Rigu. They
avoi ded true Elerians for sone
reason.

LI RA
Ah, then perhaps that explains
it. Both Orion and | have R gu
bl ood. And you are a foreigner, so
of course, you lack Elerian bl ood.

GUS
| suppose that’s true. But one
woul dn’t think that ne, by virtue
of being a foreigner, would not
repul se a creature that is native
to this |and.

LI RA
Who knows. There are so few true
Ri gu about these days so who knows
the truth of it all?

65.
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EXT. OQUTSIDE OF RILLA'S HOUSE

Rilla is busy weeding out the flower bed in front of her
house. She is dressed in gardening clothes and is wearing a
wi de- bri mmed hat to shade out the sun

Near by, sitting on the porch steps, is G deon who is
simul taneously flipping the strange coin that he had found
and reading the odd history book.

RI LLA
Whew. Strange how t he weat her goes
fromchilly to scorching. Could
you do nme a favor, G deon, and get
me a glass of water?

G DEON
Sure thing, Aunt Rilla.

G deon pockets the coin and puts down the book to go inside
the house to get a glass of water. Rilla continues to work
on the garden, but a brief breeze goes by and the shadow of
a bird flies by. A page of the history book turns by
itself.

G deon cones back out with water to give to his aunt.

RI LLA
Thank you, G deon. 1It’s a hot day
today. The only problemis, if |
wait for it to be cloudy, it would
be rai ning.

G DEON
Yes, | can see that. Wen do you
think Mum and Dad will be com ng
honme, Aunt Rilla?

RI LLA
|"msure they' Il definitely be back
before the fall. They' re on the

| ecture circuit, aren’t they? The
col |l eges and universities usually
start their academ c year in the
fall, like every other school.

G DEON
That seens so far away. Months and
nont hs away.

RI LLA
Per haps so. But | ook on the bright
side, G deon. You should take
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RI LLA (cont’d)
advantage of all the opportunity
t hat summer bri ngs.

G DEON
| suppose so. But | wi sh that Mum
and Dad woul d cone home sooner

RI LLA
Ch, ny dear. |'msure you do. But
you know how work can be. They
won't be back until the fall,
unl ess for some mracul ous reason,
they finish up early. But know ng
your parents, | don’t think they
woul d take that as an excuse to
| eave early, either. They' d sinply
start on another project. So

you' || have to be patient.
G DEON

| guess.
RI LLA

Don’t sound so glum G deon. Hey,
"1l tell you what. W can do
sonmething fun later this
afternoon. As soon as | finish
weedi ng this patch here, I’'Il go
wash up and we can go anywhere in
the city that you |ike.

G DEON
| don’t know, Aunt Rilla. You
don’t have to go through so nuch
trouble to cheer ne up. As you’ ve
said, Mum and Dad won’t cone back
until they' re ready. And |’ve been
nostly content, reading.

RI LLA
You' re so serious, G deon. For a
little boy, you sure do read a
lot. Not that there s anything
particularly wong with that, of
course, but nost little boys do
take a bit nore active advantage to
the sumers. Ah, | know W could
visit the tallest building
downtown, the Rigu Building. It
has an observation deck on the top
fl oor.
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G DEON
Ri gu? That's strange. | thought
|”ve heard of that nane before.

RI LLA
You’ ve probably have. The Rigu
Building is pretty fanmous. You
probably have heard it from your
friends who went to see it wth
their parents. Cone on, it'll be
fun. W can go there when |’'m
finished and then nmaybe get a pizza
at the |l ocal pizza parlour.

At that nonent, a blackbird flies overhead, cawing. Rilla
ignores it, but G deon reflexively |ooks up.

G DEON
Ckay.
EXT. PLAINS OF THE FORGOTTEN - DAY

The stone with the marking noves and Gus, Orion, Lira, and
Lira s new pet cave fel, energes fromthe cave. The sky is

still a bit cloudy, but the norning sun is peeking out from
behind the clouds. The grass is still wet.
GQUS
Well, it looks |like the storm has
passed.
ORI ON

Yes. And if this keeps up, we'll
make good tine to the vill age.

LI RA
Hopefully we’'ll get there before
sundown. Strange things roamthe
plains at night. And it wouldn’t
be a good idea to be caught w thout
shel ter during that tine.

GUS
What sort of things roamin the
ni ght, aside fromthe worns and,
wel |, whatever creature it was that
had attacked you yesterday?

LI RA
Many things. But you probably don’t
need to know, unless you encounter
t hem
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ORI ON
Are you saying that ignorance is
bliss?

LI RA
Well, since you re playing tour

guide, wouldn't it be better that
he doesn’t know what he's getting
into? If he does, he d denmand t hat
you take himback to West Eleria

ri ght away.

aUs
Hey, I'’mright here, you twd. You
don’t have to talk about nme as if
|’ mnot here. And |I’mnot sone
yel l ow1ivered coward who woul d run
at the slightest sign of danger.

LI RA
Yel | ow1i vered?

ORI ON
S probably one of those sayings
t foreigners have.

I t’
t ha

LI RA
Ch.

ORI ON
Anyways, there are nmany dangers on
the plains. Sone of themare nore
likely than others. You ve already
seen two of the nobre common
dangers. Anot her common danger is
t he al u.

LI RA
Yes. |1’ve encountered three of them
just this year alone. Wichis
three nore than what |’ ve want ed.

ORI ON

Three? That’s surprising for

you. In that you' re still alive.
LI RA

Hey, the alu are pretty stupid.

It’s fairly easy to get around them
if you know what you’' re doing. How
many have you encount ered?
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ORI ON
Well, one in the past two years.

LI RA
That nust be sonme record.

ORI ON
O maybe |I'’mjust careful in
avoi di ng them

LI RA
You just tell yourself that. You
were just probably | ucky.

GQJs
VWhat' s the al u?

LI RA
It’s a creature with many | egs and
many fangs. There are sone people
who say that the alu are rel ated
t he nonstrous worns, but who
knows. The only simlarity between
the two is that they have | ong
si nuous bodies that could easily
dwarf a man.

GAJs
Ch. So these alu also live
under gr ound?

ORI ON
No. They live on the plain, hiding
in the grasses. They renmain above
ground no matter what weather it
i's, because they're protected by a
hard arnor casing. |It’s not easy
telling where they are. You just
ei ther have the sense for them or
you don’t.

LI RA
However, it’s very easy to get past
themif you know the trick

@QJs
And what trick is that?

LI RA

Cutting off its head. That kills
it.
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GQUS
Ch great. Now that sounds really
easy.

EXT. MARBLEHEAD, NH - MAI N STREET - DAY

G deon and Rilla wal k down the nmain street, headi ng towards
the Rigu Building, which is atall office building with
twenty floors.

G DEON
Ww, that does seemreally ta
Aunt Rilla. It nust be a mlli
stories tall.

I,
on

RI LLA
It’s not quite that tall,
G deon. Perhaps twenty or thirty
stories. But that’s pretty tall,
nonet hel ess.

G DEON
| ve heard sone of ny classnates
say that it’s kind of scary up on
the platform

RI LLA
It is high up. But |I’m sure that
there’s a protective railing up
there so you shouldn’t worry at
all.

G DEON
| hope so.

Rilla and G deon walk into the Rigu Building and enter a
mar bl e foyer. There is a front desk where a man in a
uni formsits.

BU LDl NG GUARD
Good norning, ma’ am Good norning,
young sir. How may | help you?

Rl LLA
We're here to see the observation
deck, sir.

BUI LDI NG GUARD
That’'s an easy enough route. Just
head down the hallway to the
el evators and take it to the
observation deck. You can’t m ss
it.
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RI LLA
Thank you.

G DEON
Thank you.

BUI LDI NG GUARD
You' re wel cone.

G deon and Rilla wal k down the hallway and wait for the

el evator. Wen the door opens, a smartly dressed

busi nessman exits before they enter. They take the el evator
up to the observation deck.

The observation deck is nade of concrete with iron
railings. There are a few observation tel escopes

i nterspersed every couple of yards around the observation
deck.

G DEON
Ww, this is really high up, Aunt
Rilla

RI LLA

It sure is. Look, we can
practically see the entire city
from here.

G DEON
From this height, everyone | ooks
i ke ants.

As G deon and Rilla point out |andmarks to each other, a
coupl e, obviously tourists, enter the observation deck. They
| ook exactly like Oion and Lira except they are wearing
nodern day cl othi ng and nodern haircuts.

ALTERNATE ORI ON
The observation deck is pretty
i npressive, isn't it?

ALTERNATE LI RA
It's pretty high up. 1’d hate to
t hi nk of how peopl e who are afraid
of heights would react to this.

ALTERNATE ORI ON
That’'s for sure. Wiy don’'t we get
a picture taken over there? You can
see the cathedral steeple and the
shi pyards fromthat point.
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ALTERNATE LI RA
Al right.

ALTERNATE ORI ON
Excuse ne, na’am but could you do
us a favor and take our picture for

us.
RI LLA

O course! How would you like the

pi cture?

ALTERNATE ORI ON
W'l stand over there. Try to get
our heads in the sanme picture as
the church steeple and the harbor.

RILLA
111 try my best!

G deon stands next to Rilla, observing the couple.

G DEON
You seemfamliar. Have | nmet them
bef or e?

RI LLA

Just nmove a little to the left.
Yes, that’s great.

ALTERNATE ORI ON
|’ msure that’'s not it, kid. Wre
tourists and we just got in |ast

ni ght.

RI LLA
Al right, one, two, three, say
cheese!

As the canera flash goes off, the scene swtches.

EXT. THE PLAINS OF THE FORGOTTEN - DAY

@Qus, Oion, and Lira are running through the plains. The
smal | cave fel is running alongside Lira. Behind themis an
enornous hydra with five fanged heads, roaring and snappi ng.

ORI ON

| told you that that was a bad
i dea!
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LI RA
How was | to know that the
abandoned wel | had been taken over
by a pest?

aUs
That’ s some pest. It’s going to be
t he death of us.

As they run, sone thing cones into view on the horizon. It
is a clutch of weather worn hutches, the village of Irdis.

ORI ON
Over therel

LI RA
Thank the gods!

GUS
That’'s a bit premature, isn't it?
W mght still die yet before we
reach it.

LI RA
Don't be so pessimstic. And save
you' re breath. Cause we better get
there before it gets us.

A few nonents later, the three travelers and their new pet
cross an al nost undetectable barrier that flashes as a
bright line along the ground. They don’t notice it and keep

runni ng.

When the hydra reaches the barrier, it runs smack into an
invisible wall and falls back, roaring in frustration since
it has lost its prey.

The party gl ance back and sl ow down when they realize that
t hey are saved.

ORI ON
W nade it.

LI RA
| al ways had heard that Irdis had a
force field that kept unwanted
things out, but I never really
t hought that it was true.

QJs
A force field?
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LI RA
| suppose you could think of it as
a magi cal barrier. Things here
don’t work the same way as your
wor | d.

auUs
| already figured that. Wat is
that thing anyway? Al you did was
to drop a pebble into that
abandoned wel | to check for water
and that thing just cane out.

ORI ON
It’s a ten-headed hydra. The nunber
of heads vary dependi ng on
subspecies, but one thing is for
certain, they re very aggressive
and very dangerous. Everything is
a potential neal to them
consi dering the scarcity of such on
t he pl ai ns.

aUs
Sounds reasonabl e, since the only
t hing out here are wornms anyway.

LI RA
Vell, look on the bright side. That
thing got us here faster.

ORI ON
Since we're here, we mght as well
stock up again. And I, as well as
Lira perhaps, have sone business
here that will keep us here for a
day or two.

LI RA
I n other words, that neans that
you' |l have to stay put while we're

away. |t’s dangerous beyond the
borders of Irdis.

GUs
Hey, you will not have any argunent
fromnme. After seeing all those
things lurking out in the plains,
|’ m not going to take any
unnecessary ri sks.

The party arrives in Irdis and approach the main

street. There are a few i nhabitants wal ki ng around, but
other than a few curious |ooks, pay no attention to them
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ORI ON
There’s the inn over there. W'l
get sone roons there first before
seeing to other things.

The inn is a larger building closer to the border of the
city. They walk inside. There s already a | arge gathering
of people inside. Wen they walk in, the cave fel hisses
softly in warning before hiding behind Lira s | egs.

The inhabitants of the inn stop talking to turn to see who
has cone in. Their appearance is far nore om nous than that
of Oion or Lira. They are the elusive full-blooded R gu.

LI RA
(under her breath)
Vel l, that’s unexpect ed.

| NT. MARBLEHEAD DELI - DAY

G deon and Rilla are sitting at a table at the Marbl ehead
Deli, a restaurant and cafe on the main street not far from
the Rigu Building. A waitress, who |ooks |like the waitress
who had served Gus in West Eleria, arrives at the table with
t heir orders.

G DEON
That was really fun. I wish we had
taken a canera with us like that

man and his wfe.

RI LLA
We can al ways go back next tine
with a camera. How s your burger?

Ad DEON
Good! Mum and Dad never takes ne
out to these kind of places.

RI LLA
They don’t? They can't really be
cooki ng at home for you, are
they? Your nother and father don’'t
strike ne as the hone cooking type,
| et al one cooki ng anyt hi ng.
didn’t even think your nother even
knows how to boil an egg.

G DEON
She doesn’t. | renenber one tine
she tried to boil sone eggs. The
egg whites turned out fine, but the
yol ks were still raw
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At that nonent,

RI LLA
How di d that happen?

G DEON

Who knows. Dad sonetines says that
the |l aws of physics just shorts out

whenever Mumtries to cook

anything. |If anyone tries to cook,

it’s Dad. He can do sone of the
sinple things. He can even nake

pancakes, which I'mtrying to |earn

fromhim But if it’s anything
nore conplicated than that, we go
out to eat.

RI LLA
So if your parents take you out to
eat, where do you eat if you don’t
ever try the deli or a greasy
spoon?

G DEON
They're nore famly style
pl aces. Mim says that greasy
spoons are not heal t hy.

RI LLA
| suppose not. But you should be
able to treat yourself
occasi onal |l y.

G DEON
Per haps, but |’ m sure Mum and Dad
woul dn’t agree to it. Maybe ||
go with you to the Deli whenever
" mvisiting.

RI LLA
O course! Besides, | definitely
have a fondness for greasy
spoons. Especially for the fries.
Mmm

G DEON
| like the fries, too.

77.

G deon gl ances over at the direction of the

door and he spots lan and Fred strolling into the deli.

G DEON
Hey, that | ooks Iike M. Donovan
and his uncle.
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RI LLA
VWhat? lan’s here?

G DEON
Yeah.

RI LLA

How did he follow us here? | swear,
lan is |ike a stal ker soneti nes.

G DEON
| don’t think he's stal king you,
Aunt Rill a. It doesn't ook Iike

that they even realize that we're
here. The waitress is taking them
to a table at the other side of the

del i .

RI LLA
Good. That neans that he can't see
us.

G DEON

Wiy are you so worried about M.
Donovan seeing us? | thought you
i ked him

RI LLA
It’s conplicated, G deon. Just eat
your fries.

INT. INN AT IRDI S - DAY

The Rigu at the inn continue to watch the newconers at the

entrance.
at Liras

The cave fel nmakes and inquiring sound and paws
|l eg. She picks up the aninal.

LI RA
(whi speri ng)
They’'re staring at us. What should
we do?
ORI ON

Do what we always do. Find the
i nnkeeper and order up sone roons,
i f they have any.

GUS
Wiy do you two seem so worried?
t hought sentinels or guardians |ike
you cane to this village all the
time.
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LI RA
Yes, but whenever |’ ve stopped by
Irdis, they certainly weren’t
here. | didn't think that many of
t hem exi sted any nore.

aUs

There’s what, only twenty of thenf
ORI ON

Only a foreigner would say "only

twenty. "

Orion finally breaks out of their paralysis and wal ks
towards the other end of the main roomwhere the inn
proprietor sits at the other side of a counter. The gaze of
half of the Rigu follows Orion while the other half stay
trained on Lira and Gus.

ORI ON
Good day, Haverell. W' re stopping
by for a couple days on business
and need a coupl e roons.

HAVEREL L
| would love to help you, but I
only have one roomleft. You can
take it if you and your friends are
willing to share.

ORI ON
As this place is the only inn in
town, we don’t have any choice, do
we?

HAVEREL L
Vll, look on the bright side. At
| east you don’t have to pay for the
cost of nore than one room

ORI ON
True.

Haverell wites up an inn contract for Orion to sign and pay
for.

HAVEREL L
So | recognize Lira. But who' s the
ot her man? He doesn’t | ook
El eri an.
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ORI ON
He isn"t. He's a foreigner who
t hi nks he wants sone adventure so
he’ s tagging along with ny rounds
until | take himback to West
El eri a.

HAVEREL L
Ah, those foreigners. They just
don’'t the risks, do they? Sooner
or later, they' Il be taken by the
WOr s.

ORI ON

This one’s not that bad. He hasn’'t
conpl ai ned about the primtive
conditions of the trip. And he
hasn’t been frozen in fear from al
t he things we’ve encountered out i
the plains. He mght ask a few
nore questions than is good for
him but he seens |ike a good sort.

I
n

HAVEREL L
That’ s good to hear. Sonetines
sone of the other guardi ans cone
here with sone visitor in tow and
they conplain all the tinme how this
place isn't the civilization that
they’' re used to.

ORI ON
| can imagine that. Now a question
for you, Haverell

HAVEREL L
VWhat is it? | hope you’ re not
asking for a discount.

ORI ON
(in a |l ower tone)
It’s not that. But what are they
doi ng here?

HAVEREL L
They? You nean the Ri gu?
ORI ON
Yes.
HAVEREL L
| don’t know, to be honest. It was
| ate | ast night when they all
( MORE)
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HAVERELL (cont’ d)
showed up here. They seempolite
enough and had the noney to pay for
room and board. But they seened
very cl ose-1ipped about what
they’ re doing here. Wich is
interesting, isn't it? | didn't
t hi nk any of them existed any
nore. Except for maybe hal f-breeds
i ke you and Lira.

ORI ON
| didn’t either. | got ny Rigu
bl ood fromny father who was a
hal f -breed hinself. |’ve never net

a full-bl ooded one. But what have
you found out so far?

HAVEREL L
Vell, | keep ny ears open. From
what |’ ve gathered, the ot of them
live farther up north, in the
wi | derness and wastes where nost
El eri ans don’t even bother to
go. And they woul d have stayed up
there for the foreseeable future,
too, if it weren’t for sonething,
one of their seers or mages |
t hi nk, who told themthat there was
sonet hi ng happening in the south
that they needed to | ook at. What

that thing is, | haven't found out
yet .

ORI ON
Thank you for the information,
Haverel |

Orion and Haverell’ s conversation is interrupted by an
abrupt yell and a cheer. Wen they |ook over to the rest of
the roomto see what is happening, they see that the Rigu
have gathered around Lira and are tentatively patting the
cave fel’s head. The cave fel doesn’'t seemparticularly

pl eased at all the attention, but it is tolerating it.

Gus wanders away fromthe crowd and heads towards Orion and
Haverel |

ORI ON
What’ s happeni ng?
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GUS
|’ mnot sure. One nonent, they
were staring at us as if we were
the eneny and then suddenly they
were all around talking in the R gu
| anguage and pointing at the cave
fel. They also seened rather
i mpressed with Lira.

ORI ON
| see.

As they | ook on, the conversation anong the Rigu can be
heard. It is all in their own | anguage. A few of the R gu
fling thenselves at Lira's feet. She is taken aback and
steps back with the hissing cave fel in her arns.

LI RA
No, no! Really, you mustn’t do
that. 1’mnot really who you think
| am
GUS
(to Oion)
What’s going on? | can't

understand a word they’ re saying.

HAVEREL L
| can’t either. Can you, Oion?

ORI ON
| learned the Rigu | anguage, but
their accent is pretty
heavy. Probably because they're
froma different tribe than ny
father’s blood. But it’'s pretty
obvious. They think Lira is sone
sort of savior or gifted one
because she has tanmed a cave fel

GUS
That isn’t surprising, considering
the facts that you' ve told
nme. Cave fels are pretty rare,
aren’t they?

ORI ON
Yes. But that also neans that sone
of the nen feel free to propose to
Lira.
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aUs
Propose? You nmean get married?

ORI ON
Yes.

es over to them after managi ng to sidestep another
Ri gu.

LI RA
Hel p! | never thought anyone woul d
want to marry ne and now |’ m knee
deep in suitors. | don’t know what

to do with themall.

GUS
| know what a lady in ny world
woul d do in such a
situation. She’'d marry one of
t hem

LI RA
But I don't want to get married to
some random man | don’t know. They
only want to marry ne because of
this.

The cave fel makes a disgruntled noise.

ORI ON
According to Rigu custom that
isn't done.
LI RA
What do you nean "isn’t done?"
ORI ON
You know what | nean. All of those
suitors will be relentless until

you choose one of them A |ady who
has a cave fel for a pet is a prize
to them

LI RA
That’s horrible. Wat if | say I'm
al ready taken?

ORI ON
They m ght not believe you.

LI RA
| could just say that | have a
boyfriend back in Wst Eleria.
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aUs
That's certainly conveneient.

ORI ON
But they m ght not consider this
boyfriend of yours real because
he’ s El eri an.

LI RA
What if | say that |’ve already
chosen you?

ORI ON
That' s ridi cul ous.

LI RA
Wy ?

ORI ON
You know why. We're just all wong
for each other. Everyone can see
it a mle away.

GUS
| don’t know. | think the two of
you toget her can be believable.

HAVEREL L
The foreigner is right. Besides,
what could hurt? You two know the
score. Just say that Lira has
al ready chosen Orion and that wll
get them of f your backs.

LI RA
That sounds |i ke a sensible plan to
ne.

ORI ON
Sensible? It sounds |like an idiotic
pl an.

Lira heads back to the crowd as Orion shakes his head, stil
di sagreeing. Lira tells the Rigu that she has al ready
chosen Orion and that she is not available. The news nakes
the excitable R gu even nore frenzied. The proposing R gu,
one by one, shouts a challenge in their native |anguage.

They begin pushing the chairs and tables back to create an
open space in the main hall of the inn.
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ORI ON
Oh gods. This is going to be the
deat h of ne.

Lira wal ks back to them

LI RA
Sorry. | thought the declaration
woul d make them back down.

ORI ON
After this, you re going to owe ne
big time, Lira.

LI RA
VWhat . . .

Oion drags Lira towards himand kisses her before rolling
up his sleeves to face the first chall enger.

aUs
What the heck is happeni ng?

HAVEREL L
A good show?

LI RA
Apparently the Rigu has decided to
chal l enge Oion for nmy hand. They
don’t think he’s worthy because
he’s only part Rigu. Wichis
stupi d, because |’ m obviously only
part Rigu, too.

GUS
Wel |, apparently that doesn’t
particularly matter to them does
it? They' re probably willing to
over | ook your bl oodline because of
t hat .

The cave fel neows in response.

One of the Rigu roars and a chair cones flying out of
nowhere and crashes into a wall.

Haverell pulls out a bottle and sone gl asses.

HAVEREL L
Anyone want a drink?
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| NSERT SECOND SCRI PT " ESCAPE ROOM'

| NT. THE HEXAGON ROOM

A young wonan dressed in a long gown is busy trying to open
t he door to the hexagon room but it won't budge. The
hexagon roomis a stone roomw th six sides. There is a
smal | bed and wash stand to one side as well as a wardrobe.

ARLI TH
Damm it! Who woul d have t hought
that getting ki dnapped woul d be so
much troubl e.

Arlith bangs on the door.

ARLI TH
| know you’re out there,
scunbag! You' re not going to get
away with this, you know

Arlith storms away fromthe door and inmedi ately heads to

t he wi ndow at the opposite corner. She pulls away the
curtains to reveal the fact that it isn't night or day. It
isn"t even looking outside at all. CQutside of the roomis
an oily neon green substance as if the entire roomis in
such a soup.

ARLI TH
Danm and doubl e damm! Were the
hel | have they stashed ne? Sone
wei rd di nension? |Inside sone
magi cal bubbl e? Maybe even hel
itsel f?

She pulls the curtains back to hide the ugly exterior and
sits on the bed, frustrated.

ARLI TH
Once | get out of this place,
soneone’s going to pay. Soneone’s
going to pay dearly.

As she nuses, her eye catches on the rug that is |lying on
the floor on the front of the bed. She swi ngs her feet and
flips the rug over, revealing a wooden trap door.

ARLI TH
Ah ha! Let’s try this.

After sone effort, Arlith manages to lift the trap door,
reveal ing a stone stair heading down into darkness.
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ARLI TH
Thi s whol e pl ace has a strange
feeling toit. If | were truly
ki dnapped by one of ny father’s
enem es, this whole thing woul dn’t
be so strange. The ki dnapper woul d
be gloating to ne that he was
trying to extort a ransom Except
there’s no one here. Maybe this
whol e thing is sone sort of bizarre
game or experinment that sone crazed
Wi zard i s running.

At her words, the mrror on the wash stand begins to flicker
and a face appears in it. Arlith screans at the sudden
vision. In the mrror, the face is distorted so it is
difficult to tell anything about it except there are eyes
and a nout h.

THE MAGE
As much as | hate to admt it,
you're correct.

ARLI TH
Who the hell are you?

THE MAGE
Tsk, tsk. Such | anguage froma
princess.

ARLI TH
I’mtechnically not a
princess. |’mjust the bastard of
a king.

THE MAGE

That makes little difference to
nme. You have royal bl ood,
specially the bl ood of the royal
line Riga, so you fit ny purposes.

ARLI TH
You're a horrible being if you
t hi nk ki dnappi ng a person and
runni ng themthrough an experi nent
is ethical.

THE MAGE
Who sai d anyt hing about me being
ethical? | just want to see how

things turn out. See, |’ve got

this new spell. And no, |’ m not

going to tell you what the spel
( MORE)
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THE MAGE (cont’d)
is. That would totally ruin the
experinment. But since you' ve
di scovered the first portal, you're
entitled to a little information.

ARLI TH
Alittle? Wiy don’'t you tell ne all
of it?

THE MAGE
That woul d be cheating. And to be
honest, while I"mrunning this
simulation, I"'mnot really the one
in charge of this. If you want
soneone to blane, find the
Director, if you can. But | wll
tell you this: you are in a
structure where the connections to
the roons are not what they
seem You need to use all your
wits and intelligence to escape
this place. You will be granted
one conpanion to help you
escape. And every tine you and/or
your conpani on unl ocks a puzzl e,
anot her piece of informtion about
this experinent will be given to
you.

ARLI TH
That sounds ridicul ous. Wat if |
refuse to play?

THE MAGE
Then your conpanion will die. You
are the one that we are
testing. And we want your ful
conpl i ance.

ARLI TH
You and your director are the real
bastards, placing sonmeone’s life
into ny hands.

THE MAGE
That’'s the whol e point.

ARLI TH
VWhat if | fail this experinment of
yours? \Wat will happen then?
You' |l kill everyone?
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THE MAGE
Ch, | don't think so. The D rector
probably has sonething far worse in
m nd.

ARLI TH
You son of a bitch

Arlith grabs a chair and smashes the mrror with it. But
despite its destruction, the Mage' s | aughter still drifts
t hrough the air.

Arlith raids the wardrobe, finding extra clothes and a
satchel filled with various itens. She grabs the magically
it lanp on a dresser drawer and stares down at the stairs
reveal ed fromthe trap door.

ARLI TH
| guess here goes nothing. It’s
escape or a fate worse than death.

Arlith descends the stairs.

| NT. THE DUNGEON

Arlith wal ks down the stone stairs. The light she is
holding falls into the interior illumnating iron bars,
straw, and chains. At the end of the roomis a body bound
up in chains. Qher than that, there does not appear to be
any exits other than the one above to the hexagon room

ARLI TH
Oh ny gods.

Arlith hurries down the stairs to see to the person who is
chained up. It is a man, nuscul ar and naked with many scars
criss-crossed over his chest and back. But the scars are
old. And other than the fact that he is unconscious, he
appears unhar ned.

ARLI TH
What is that damm nage doi ng,
ki dnappi ng people? He certainly
doesn’t look |ike he's here of his
own volition.

As she draws near, the man groans and his eyes open.

VAYN
Who are you?

He tugs on his arns, but the chains rattle.
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VAYN
Wtch! Let nme out at once. O
there will be hell to pay.

ARLI TH
Wait a mnute. |'’mnot the one who
put you here. |I’ma prisoner here,

i ke yourself.

VAYN
Li kely story, witch, considering
the fact that you' re up an about.

ARLI TH
No, no. I'mreally a prisoner
here. A nmage ki dnapped ne and put
me in the roomabove yours. |
managed to find a door |eading here
to the dungeons and cane across
you.

VAYN
| still don’t trust you, but [|’]
go with what you say for now. Wo
are you and what mage are you
t al ki ng about ?

ARLI TH
A mage. | don’'t know who he
is. But he clainms he’s working for
sone director who ki dnaps peopl e
and puts themin this enchanted
buil ding for sone sort of
experinment. Al | knowis that I'm
supposed to find a way out of
here. If | don’t play by his
rules, he’s going to kill ny

compani on.
VAYN

Kill your conpanion?
ARLI TH

| guess it’s whoever who
acconmpani es nme on ny escape. Wich
woul d probably be you if | get you
out of those chains.

VAYN
That nmage sounds i nsane.
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ARLI TH
| thought so too. So who are you?

VAYN
You never answered ny question
about your identity.

ARLI TH
Oh, that. | thought nost people
knew who | am But naybe you’ ve
been taken froma country far from
mne. |I'mArlith of Riga.

VAYN
Arlith of Riga? |I’ve heard of
you. You' re one of the Ri gan
king’ s natural issue.

ARLI TH
Yes, ny father does get around a
| ot, doesn’t he.

VAYN
Never mnd that. You're Arlith of
Riga. It’'s said that your
ancestor’s bl ood runs the hottest
in you.

ARLI TH
Maybe. But it’s useless in this
situation. As you can see, there's
no water around.

VAYN
Then we’ Il have to go find sone
water. But first, you'll have to
free ne.
ARLI TH
But you haven't told nme your nane.
VAYN
Vayn of Tragornia. And yes, before
you ask, | amthat Vayn.
ARLI TH

" m not questioning you. What | am
gquestioning is, howthe hell did

t he mage manage to ki dnap

you? |’ve heard that the
Tragorni ans coul d shape-shift into
sea dragons.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 92.

VAYN
| have no idea. One day, | was
m ndi ng my own business and the
next, I’mhere. And trust nme, |’ ve

tried to escape ever since | woke
up. There’s sonething on ny ankle,
a danpeni ng spell of some sort.

Arlith crouches and | ooks at his ankle and finds that there
is another manacle on it. But it is different than the
plain nmetal ones on his wist. There is strange witing on
it. Wen Arlith tries to touch it, it shocks her with an
arc of sparks.

ARLI TH
OM It’s definitely bespelled. Too
strong for ne, especially wthout
nmy el ement around.

VAYN
So now wi Il you free ne?

ARLI TH
Yes, of course.

Arlith finds a hidden catch on the manacl es and rel eases
him Vayn stands up and Arlith quickly averts her head.

ARLI TH
| guess | should find sone clothing
for you.

VAYN
|’mpretty happy as | am but if it
appeases your nodesty, 1’1l don
sonme pants if you wish it.

ARLI TH
You're a bit of a vain cad, aren’t
you?

VAYN

It’s all in the blood, ny |ady.

Arlith turns to walk up the stairs. She stunbles over a

| oose stone. Wen she | ooks down, she finds that her foot
has pried away the | oose stone, revealing a netal key hidden
in the cavity. She picks it up.

ARLI TH
How curi ous.



93.

| NT. THE HEXAGON ROOM

Arlith and Vayn have both gone back up to the hexagon
room Vayn had found sone clothes in the wardrobe and is
now weari ng brown pants and a white shirt.

ARLI TH
| wonder what this key is for.
VAYN
You could try the door.
ARLI TH
Wul dn’t that be too obvi ous?
VAYN
Well, at this juncture, we can't
afford to overl ook the obvious. |If

that doesn’t work, then we’ll
figure out what to do next.

ARLI TH
| suppose so.

Arlith heads to the door in the hexagon room and puts the
key into the lock and manages to turn the key with an
audi bl e click.

ARLI TH
You' re right, it’s open!

She pulls open the door to reveal a dark hallway. Vayn
pi cks up the light and follows her out into the corridor.

The corridor is constructed entirely of stone. There are
several doors on either side. At the end of the corridor is
a spiraling staircase going both up and down.

VAYN
Where should we go first?

ARLI TH
| don’t know. My gut is telling ne
t hat we shoul d head to the nearest
exi st which, if ny orientation is
right, would be towards those
stairs and possibly up. However,
my head is telling ne
ot herwi se. Because the mage had
hinted that this structure is not
what it seens. Maybe the exit is
not as obvi ous.
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VAYN
But we won’t know until we try.

ARLI TH
Yes.

They walk to the stairs and go up. But it is blocked by a
| ocked door.

ARLI TH
Damm. That’'s a dead end.
VAYN
Well, it just neans that we need to

find a key. Let’s go down.

They wal k down the stairs, but that is blocked by another
| ocked door as well.

ARLI TH
Per haps we should try one of those
ot her doors.

They venture back to the corridor. The first door they try
is a plain woden door that |ooks exactly the sanme as al
the other doors. But it opens easily. Arlith |ooks in.

ARLI TH
Oh ny. Perhaps this will be of help
to us after all

| NT. THE ROOM OF ARTI FACTS

Arlith and Vayn walk into the roomof artifacts, a cluttered
roomw || bookshelves filled with books and various jars of
strange materials with faded | abels. There’'s a work table
also filled with strange contraptions.

Vayn wal ks to the table and picks up one of the gadgets.

VAYN
| ve seen sonething like this
bef or e.

ARLI TH
VWhat is it?

VAYN
It’s a weapon which can kill froma
di stance. | should probably take
t his.
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ARLI TH
Oh | ook! Here’'s sonething that
| ooks |i ke a tel escope and a
m croscope nmade into one. You can
switch magnifications with this
di al here.

VAYN
It’s nostly strange, possibly
unusuabl e stuff on the
shel ves. And all of these books,
unfortunately, can't tell ne
anything since it’'s witten in a
| anguage | can’'t read. Can you?

ARLI TH
Sorry, no. Maybe it’s in sone
strange mage | anguage. | think

that’s all we can find here. W
should try the other roons to see
if we can find any other usefu
stuff.

I NT. THE BLUE DI NI NG ROOM

Across fromthe roomof artifacts is the blue dining

room The stone walls, floor, and ceiling of the roomare
tinged blue. Dark blue curtains hide a window In the
center of the roomis a large round dining table set for
eight. On the side of the roomis a large cabinet filled
with china. Beside it is a sideboard, heaped with food.

ARLI TH
Ww, food.

VAYN
It could be poisoned.

ARLI TH
Geat. That kills the
appetite. How are we going to feed
ourselves if we’'re going to be
trapped here for a couple of days?

VAYN
Vell, we'll have to figure out if
any of this is poisoned, then.

ARLI TH
Hn Here's a jug of what appears
to be water here. Let ne see if |
can use it to exam ne the food.
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VAYN
How on earth will you be able to do
t hat ?

ARLI TH
Vell, water acts as ny focus which
anplifies ny powers. Ch never
mnd. [It’s all theory stuff
anyway. | might as well just do
it.

Arlith reaches out so her hands touch the jug of water.
cl oses her eyes and her whol e being begins to faintly
gl ow. She opens her eyes and her eyes enit the sane
glow. She |ooks at the food intently. After a nonent,
gl ow f ades.

ARLI TH

The food appears to be safe to eat.
VAYN

That’' s good.

Vayn picks up an apple and bites into it.

VAYN
This tastes |ike an apple.

ARLI TH
|’mglad to hear of it.

96.

She

t he

Arlith picks up an apple as well and begins to eat. She

wanders over to the wi ndow and pulls aside the drapes.

The

swrling neon green force field is the only thing visible

out si de.
ARLI TH
Ugh. W can’t go out this way
ei t her.
VAYN

What do you suppose that is?

ARLI TH
The mage sai d sonet hi ng about a
force field. Watever it is, it’'s
a spell that’s preventing us from
taki ng the easy way out.

VAYN
Well, back to the draw ng board
t hen.

Vayn gl ances back at the basket of fruit.
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VAYN
Hey, | swore that there were six
apples in there. W each took one
so there would only be four
left. But now there’ s six.

ARLI TH
So there is. Maybe it’s a magic
basket of fruit that’'s
self-replenishing. Wichis a bit
of arelief. It neans that we
won’t have to go hungry.

VAYN
| guess there’'s that, too.

ARLI TH
| don’t think there s anything of
interest in this room There are
two ot her doors we have yet to
di scover.

VAYN
But we have yet to really search
this roomor the other roomwe were
just in. W could have easily
m ssed sonet hi ng.

ARLI TH
You're right. W should do a
sear ch.

There is a brief nontage of Arlith and Vayne scrupul ously
exam ning everything in the blue dining roomand the room of
artifacts. They find a small silver key hiding behind one
of the plates in the cabinet. There is also a |arger stee
key found behind one of the books in the roomof artifacts.

ARLI TH
These nmust go to those | ocked doors
at the stairs. W should go try
t hem out.

They try the stair doors with the keys, but they do not
wor K.

VAYN
| guess it’'s back to searching the
other two roons, isn't it?
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I NT. THE TRUNK ROOM

Vayn and Arlith enter the trunk room which is basically and
enpty stone room devoi d of everything, including w ndows,
except for one large steel trunk sitting at the end of the
room

ARLI TH
Is it just me, or is this whole
setup creepy?

VAYN
You' re just noticing this now? |
t hought this whol e ki dnappi ng and
experinmenting things was creepy
fromthe get go.

ARLI TH
Yes, yes, | know all that. But the
rest of the roons seened relatively
normal , you know? This one just
has a trunk. What if it’s one big

trap?

VAYN
Does your powers tell you if it’s a
trap?

ARLI TH

No. It’s just this whole situation
that’'s nmessing with ny head.

VAYN
Me too. But we’ ve got to explore
all possibilities. And | don't
sense that there’ s anything
bad. It looks like the trunk is

| ocked.

ARLI TH
Let’s try the keys. And if that
doesn’t work, well, can your weapon

do damage to inani mate objects?

VAYN
| have no idea, but | kind of want
to save it for the |ast resort.

ARLI TH

VWl |, that sounds sensible. Here,
try these.

( CONTI NUED)
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Vayne tries opening the trunk first with the stee

key. There is an audible click and the trunk Iid springs
open as if it were on springs. Vayne and Arlith ook inside
t he trunk.

VAYN
There’s nothing here but this.

ARLI TH
That | ooks |like a hammer. What are
we going to do with a hamer?

VAYN
| don’t know. But here,
| ook. There appears to be witing
on this, but it’'s too small to make
out. Perhaps your m croscope
device would be able to read it?

ARLI TH
Maybe. Hold on a sec. Let ne set
this here. Ah yes. Ww This is

strange.

VAYN
St range?

ARLI TH
The script isn't in some foreign
| anguage. | can actually read
it. It says, "Strike all that is
gold."

VAYN

Hm | wonder what that neans. Have
we cone across any gol d?

ARLI TH
No. Iron, steel, silver. Sone
brass and copper things back in
that artifact room But no gold,
think. Do you think it’s a clue?

VAYN
Maybe. perhaps we should take this
Wth us, just in case we do cone
across sonet hi ng gol d.



