Bl ack Al bedo
By
S. Y. Affol ee

(c) 2010, S. Y. Affolee syaffol ee@mai |l . com



I NT. MCMURTY' S BAR

The bar is dark and dingy wwth red Martian sunli ght
filtering through a few slitted windows barred with a
special steel alloy. A fewtw sted tables and chairs are
scattered about the room An old fashioned pool table
stands in the center, its green felt peeling. There are a
few scruffy | ooking patrons about. An equally scruffy
patron is sitting at the bar counter where the bar owner
cl eans sone gl asses.

AR
Lay another one on ne, McMirty.

MCMURTY
That woul d be the third one you’ ve
had this afternoon.

AR
You think | can't take it |like a
man?

MCMURTY
| think that if you do take anot her
one, we’'ll have to carry you out on
a stretcher. This stuff isn’t
wat er, you know.

AR
Ch, so you think you' re peddling
hi gh quality stuff, huh? 1’1l tel
you why you think I can't take
it. It’s because it’s adulterated!

MCMURTY
You' re sloshed, mate. Let ne get
you sone water. O better yet,
cof f ee.

AR

(bangi ng his enpty gl ass on

the bar top)
| am not going to drink that swll
you call coffee. Wiy, when | was
flying the Endeavor, we were given
the high quality stuff. | renenber
when. . .

BAR PATRON #1
Gve it up, Captain. Your glory
days are far behind you. And we’ve
heard the stories about a mllion
ti mes al ready.
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AR
You're just saying that to shut ne
up.

BAR PATRON #2
Maybe he was.

BAR PATRON #1
Yeah. Maybe | am

BAR PATRON #3
WIIl you guys shut the hell up? I'm
trying to concentrate here.

AR
| am not going to shut up, Bub. If
you want nme to be quiet, get sone
damm earplugs. This is a free
pl anet and | can say whatever |
W sh.

BAR PATRON #1
(to Bar Patron #3)
There, you got him going again.

Bar Patron #3 tries to concentrate on a shot at the pool
tabl e but m sses.

BAR PATRON #3
Damm it!

MCMURTY
(placing a new, filled gl ass
in front of Ari)
There you go. Don't say | didn't
warn you.

AR
This isn't water masqueradi ng as
vodka, is it?

MCMURTY
Wuld | try to trick you?

ARl
On occasi on.

MCMURTY
Oh cone on. Don't ook so surly,
Captain. You' re usually not this
noody. O rude.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

AR
Easy for you to say. Mst of the
time, |I'’mjust drinking.
MCMURTY
You're not usually this
vocal. Wat’'s the matter?
AR
Are you sone shrink, now?
MCMURTY
Well, now that you nmention it, | do

have a degree in psychol ogy from
the University of Dublin, before I
got booted out here.

ARl
Fi gur es.

MCMURTY
Conme on, Captain. You can tell ol
McMurty. Wonen troubl es?

AR
| wi sh.

MCMURTY
So it isn't your ex?

ARI
Ha! After she was done with ne,
|’ ve heard nothing fromher. No,
it was WIIianson.

MCMURTY
A friend of yours?

AR
"Friend" is such a strong word.

One of the bar patrons finally gets his ball into the
hole. There are sone cheers and a bit of cursing fromthe
| oser. Sone credits exchange hands.

MCMURTY
An eneny, then?

ARl
Do | look Iike the sort of guy who
woul d have an eneny? If | did,
he’'s already had his revenge.
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MCMURTY
If it isn"t an eneny, then who is
it? |’mon tenterhooks here.

ARI

lt'’s Ron WI I i anmson.

MCMURTY
(stops wi ping the gl asses)
Ron Wl lianmson? The Ron
Wl liamson? The guy who headed the
first manned expedition to Titan

and found. .

ARI
Yeah, the sane one. He sent ne
this.

Ari takes out a slimdata pad fromhis badly creased coat
and slides it over to the bartender. MMirty takes it up
and pushes a few buttons and lets out a whistle as he reads
t he nessage.

MCMURTY
Ww, that’s a doozy. Pardon ny
skepticism but why is he
contacting you, Captain?

AR
When | was nuch younger, right when
| got out of Training, | had a few

mssions with him There was a
time when | was considered his
successor, but...

Ari spreads his arns, indicating the bar. A few of the
ot her bar patrons glance up curiously, but al nost

i mredi ately go back to either watching the pool ganme or a
sports show on the hol ovi d.

AR
| made a terrible mstake and here
| am

MCMURTY

Aw, don’t be so hard on yourself,
Captain. M stakes happen. You
just haven't dug yourself out of
your funk yet.

The bartender slides the data pad back to Ari who pockets
it.
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MCMURTY
So what are you going to do?

AR
Drink nyself into a stupor. Like
al ways.

MCMURTY
No. Really. The guy was your
ment or, whether you still believe

it or not. The Ron WIIlianmson at
one tinme thought you were his
successor. Perhaps he still thinks
you have prom se..

AR
You' re dream ng, McMurty. The man
has just discovered that he has a
term nal di sease. Perhaps that has
changed his m nd.

MCMURTY
Perhaps so. But | think it’ll do a
world of good to at |east set an
old man’s m nd at ease. You' re not
doi ng anything inportant now, are

you?

AR
Don't try to guilt trip me into
doi ng this.

MCMURTY

But it’s the right thing to do.

AR
Dammed arnthair psychol ogi st. Just
get me anot her dri nk.

MCMURTY
I f you ve noticed, | don't keep
arnchairs here.

The front door to the bar bangs open and a cloud of red dust
billows inward into the establishnment. The rest of the bar
patrons nonentarily stop talking to watch the entrance of
the new stranger. A man in dusty gear wal ks in. He has
sonething long and netallic strapped to his back and his
hair is also long and dusty. The stranger saunters towards
the bar counter and takes a seat next to Ari.
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MCMURTY
Wel come, stranger. Your
preference?

CONRAD
G n.
The stranger pulls out a credit chip and hands it over to

the barkeep to scan. MMirty hands the credit chip back to
t he stranger.

MCMURTY
| didn’t catch your nane.

CONRAD
Does it nmatter?

MCMURTY

(shruggi ng)
It m ght.

AR
Oh, cone on. You never asked
anyone’s identification before. As
| ong as the noney’s good. .

MCMURTY
Right. As long as the noney’s
good. Well, John Doe or whatever
your nanme is, aginit is.

McMurty turns to get the stranger his drink. 1In the
meantime, Ari turns his attention to the stranger, giVving
hi m an assessi ng | ook.

AR
Haven't seen you around here
bef or e.

CONRAD

Just passing through, sir. Just
thought 1'd get a drink and be on

my way. | didn’t know that all the
i nhabitants of this small town were
SO nosy.

BAR PATRON #1
That’'s "Captain" to you

CONRAD

(raising an eyebrow)
Capt ai n?
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AR

Ex- Capt ai n.
BAR PATRON #2

You' || always be Captain to us!
AR

Pay no attention to them They're
drunk. And as you say,

nosy. Haven't you ever heard of
the stereotype that snal

t owmnspeopl e are nosy?

CONRAD
Can’t say that | have. Captain.

Ari gives out an exasperated sigh just as McMirty returns
with a tunbler filled with gol den col ored gin.

MCMURTY
Here you go, sir.
CONRAD
(taking a swall ow of gin)
Thanks.
AR

So where are you headed?

CONRAD
You guys are tal kative, aren’t you?

MCMURTY
Oh, we're a fount of words. Wy
ol Captain Ari here is just
getting ready to head off hinself,
aren’t you?

ARI
| don't...

MCMURTY
The Captain just found out that his
mentor is about to kick the old

bucket and well, WIIlianson had a
| ast request so how coul d anyone
refuse hinf

CONRAD
Who i ndeed?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

AR
Wiy you son of a..

MCMURTY
So where did you say your nentor
was |iving right now?

AR
(rmuttering)
A ynmpus Mons City.

CONRAD
How i nteresting.

AR
| have half the mind to smash this
pitcher across your head, McMirty.

MCMURTY
You woul dn’t dare. So, stranger,
didn’t catch where you were

headi ng.

CONRAD
Ch, | didn't tell you? d ynpus
Mons City, of course. | have sone

busi ness with an old...friend.

AR
Ri ght.

At that nonent, the door to the bar slans open again, but
instead of a nan entering, it is a security robot with a
very slick design. It swvels its head to survey the bar

pat rons.

BAR PATRON #3
Who | et that bucket of bolts into
her e?

SECURI TY ROBOT
(drawi ng what | ooks |ike a
weapon)
| am not a "bucket of bolts",
human. | am a ARVR- 626.

BAR PATRON #2
VWhat the hell is a ARVMR- 6267

SECURI TY ROBOT
Al'l you need to know, human, is
that | amin search of a man who
goes by the nanme Conrad. He is

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

SECURI TY ROBOT (cont’d)
wanted by the Interstellar Corps
for violating Penal Code 72-892..

MCMURTY
Look, ARMR-62-what ever your
designation is. Crimnals don’t
frequent this fine
establishnment. Go search
el sewhere.

The robot swivels its head toward McMurty’s voice and fixate
on the trio at the bar counter.

AR
| have a weird feeling about
this...

CONRAD

Whoops, | gotta go.

As the stranger gets off of his bar stool to make a quick
exit, the robot raises its arnored armand a red |ight
begins to flash om nously.

SECURI TY ROBOT
Stop where you are human. A scan is
required to verify your identity.

CONRAD
This is a free pl anet,
net al head. |’ m goi ng where | want
to go. Involuntary scanning is an

i nvasi on of my privacy.

SECURI TY ROBOT
Not if you're a crimnal under
appr enhensi on.

The security robot shoots a | aser above Conrad s head and a
bit of the bar’s roof caves in. Conrad briefly halts and
turns to face the security robot.

CONRAD
That was not a nice thing to do.

MCMURTY
O course not.

The barkeep briefly disappears underneath the bar counter

before reappearing with a | aser cannon on his arm He
trains the weapon on the robot.
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MCMURTY
| will not tolerate anything
destroying this fine establishnent
for no reason at all!

BAR PATRON #1
Here, here, McMurty! We'll be
W tnesses in court that the bucket
of bolts started it all!

As the other bar patrons w thdraw their own weapons, various
| aser pistols, Conrad tries to turn away again. The robot
fires another warning shot and this incites McMurty and the
bar patrons to yell at the security robot.

AR
Jesus. And | thought you all were
paci fists! Haven't you guys
t hought about an on/off sw tch.

MCMURTY
There’s only one way to deal with
machi nes control |l ed by the dammed
authorities. And that’s not an
on/ of f switch

Mcwurty fires his |aser cannon at the robot, but it’s

al ready on the nove and the barkeep ends up bl asting out the
front door instead. The bar patrons are in a riot but are
tenporarily disorgani zed due to the cloud of dust that
billowed into the bar.

ARl
Oh for Christ’s sake. |’ m probably
t he nost drunk of you all and I
have to do the reasonabl e thing?

CONRAD
Captain, | wouldn't do that if |
were you.

| gnoring the stranger’s warning, Ari dives towards the floor
and pulls out a small laser pistol and ains it towards the
robot’s mddl e where a control panel is located. Ari fires
and the outer hull of the robot explodes in a shower of

spar ks.

AR
Well, that was easy. Put down the
cannon, McMurty. Everything is al

right.
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The ot her
si de door.

McMirty di

11.

CONRAD
| don’t think so, Captain. W have
to get out of here before the
rei nforcenents cone.

BAR PATRON #2
(peeki ng out of a w ndow)
Holy hell. There are nore of them
out there. 1’magetting the hel
out of here.

bar patrons agree and hastily stanpeded out of a

MCMURTY
Damm it. That’'s the hazard of
operating a respected bar out in
t he boondocks. There's bound to be
t hese ki nds of things happening
every nonth or so.

ARI
Wait. \Wiere are you goi ng?

MCMURTY
My secret underground bunker for
one. Sorry, Captain, but you’l
have to fend for yourself. After
all, you did shoot the bucket of
bol t s.

AR
It is not ny fault! | just...wait
a mnute, get back here!

sappears below to his underground bunker | ocated

underneath the bar counter. Ari bangs on the counter with

his fists

in frustration.

AR
Damm it. Get back here,
McMurty! You can’t expect us to
face them here al one.

MECHANI CAL VA CE
(from out si de)
Surrender now. W have you
sur rounded.

AR
They don’t have any right to
surround this place. It’'s just a

bar!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

CONRAD
Take ny advice, Captain, but this
isnt the time to nmake a stand, not
since we’'re woefully unarned. |

think we'll have to run.
ARI
It’s you're fault! | should just

haul you out there and feed you to
t hose scrap heaps.

CONRAD
Whoa there Captain! |I'’mjust as
i nnocent as you are. W should

just...

A robot simlar to the one that had entered the bar earlier
rolls towards the entrance threshold of the bar. It swvels
its head, scanning for the inhabitants. At the nonent, it
does not sense Ari or Conrad who are standing behind one of
the pillars.

ROBOT #2
Conme out and surrender! You are
want ed under several
violations. You will not be hurt
if you cone out now, but we have
instructions to elimnate you if
you prove to be troubl esone.

AR
(whi speri ng)
Troubl esonme? Are robots programred
to say that?

CONRAD
(whi speri ng back)
They’ re just nout hpi eces. Their
control lers are doing the speaking.

At the sound of Conrad’'s voice, the robot sw vels towards
thei r hidding pl ace.

ARI
Dam it, he’'s heard you.

ROBOT #2
Surrender now

CONRAD
Never, netal face!
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Conrad whi ps out the weapon strapped to his back in a
lightning fast nove and blasts the robot with a powerful
stream of energy that is conpletely unlike that of

| aser - based weapons. Charred netal expl odes.

ARI
What the hell is that thing?

CONRAD
No time for questions now,
Captain. W have to get out of
here. Do you know if there’'s any
transportati on around near by.

ARI
Well, there’s...

CONRAD
G eat! Lead the way.

AR
This is crazy.

MECHANI CAL VA CE
(out si de)
Surrender! Surrender!

Conrad and Ari dodge as several |aser blasts enmanate from

t he bar entrance. Quickly, the two weave through the debris
towards a back door. Ari yanks it open and both of them
scranbl e behind a dunpster with wheels. Sone of the robots
wai ti ng outside blast at the dunpster sending up sparks.

EXT. QUTSI DE OF MCMURTY’ S BAR

CONRAD
| hope this isn't our vehicle of
conveyance. Isn’t it a bit snelly?
AR

The ride's over there. W can use
this as a shield.

The two nmen take hold of some handles at the back of the
dunpster and wheel it towards the small parking |lot at the
side of McMurty’'s bar. There are several vehicles parked
there already. One of them noticably, is an open air |unar
buggy--the design hailing back to the 1960s. However, there
are sone noticable nodifications, especially that of a

conbi nation jet and hover engine attached to the back.
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CONRAD
VWi ch one?

AR
(indicating the |lunar buggy
with a tilt of his head)
That one. | know it doesn’t | ook
i ke nuch, but...

A bit of laser fire obliterates a nearby hovercycle.

ARI
lt’ll get us to where we want to
go. If we can get to it first.

As one, the two nen run out fromthe cover of the dunpster
as |laser fire erupts around them M racul ously, they vault
into the lunar buggy and with a few quick pulls of a |ever,

t he vehicle speeds out of the parking |ot, heading towards a
rising cliff at the edge of town.

CONRAD
(1 ooki ng backwar d)
How fast can this thing go?

AR
| have no idea. | just bought this
thing fromsonme old tiner two weeks
ago. Il’'ve only used it to go to

get groceries.

CONRAD
You d better floor it,
Captain. Those buckets of bolts
are gaining on us.

AR
You asked for it.

The robots are chasing them by using sone sort of
antigravity propulsion. Conrad takes out his strange weapon
again and starts shooting. Several robots fall and Conrad
yells in excitenent.

ARI
Damm it. | forgot about that.

CONRAD
Forget about what ?

AR
That .
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Both nmen | ook ahead. There is a deep ravine right before
the cliff.

CONRAD
Shit. Does this over-sized jet pack
wor k?

AR

There’s only one way to find out.

CONRAD
You're a brave man, Captain.

AR
More |ikely, suicidal

Ari slanms on the accel erator and suddenly the |unar buggy
bl asts off a little faster than before. The robots chasing
t hem adj ust their pace as Conrad continues to shoot at

them They close in a couple hundred neters towards the
ravine and Ari’s hand hovers above a red button near sone
gauges.

AR
Brace yoursel f.

CONRAD
(turning back to grip a bar
near his seat)
Funny, that’s what | always tell ny
former girlfriends when I..

Ari presses the button and the jet propul sion kicks on. The
| unar buggy careens through the | ast hundred yards kicking
up an enornous plunme of red Martian dust as it |aunches
itself across the ravine. The robots chasing the |unar
buggy nonentarily race through the dust fog and see the
ravine too |late. Several of themfall in and explosions are
heard just as the lunar buggy |ands on the other side with a
jolt.

CONRAD
Wohoo! Now that’s what | call a
| andi ng.
AR
W' re not out of the red yet,
stranger. It won't take themthat

long to figure out a way over
here. And by the tinme they do, |
hope to be far away from here.
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CONRAD
You're right, of course. Nane's
Conrad, by the way. And |’ m headed
off to Aynpus Mons City, sane as

you.
AR
| figured. Are you in trouble with
t he | aw?
CONRAD
Don't worry. It’s just a

m sunder st andi ng which will be al
cleared up once | get to our
desti nati on.

AR
Vll, if you re going to do any
explaining to the authorities,
don’'t drag ne into it.

CONRAD
No problens, Captain. | owe you
one back there.

EXT. 5 KM QUTSI DE OF TESSERACT

The buggy is going at a good clip across the Martian pl ans,
a thintrail of dust the only thing that is marking its
passage. There are no signs of pursuing robots, but the
Martian night is falling fast and the two noons, Phobos and
Dei nos are already out, |ow crescents near the horizon. A
few kil oneters away, there is a small lighted settlenent.

AR
That can’t be Herschel.

CONRAD

(absorbed in reading the lunar

buggy’ s navi gati onal

equi pnent)
You're right. Herschel is stil
about 200 kiloneters to the
east. W' re approaching a smal
town call ed Tesseract, popul ation
thirty. | doubt there’s any hope
we can blend in there.

AR
Mn Well, there s always canping
beneath the stars. That is, if you
don't mind the chill.
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CONRAD
| ve been forced to do worse things
inny life than sleep in the
Martian freezer.

AR
Ch? Exactly what do you do agai n?

CONRAD
Just a freelancer. So what is this
about going to Aynpus Mons City to
see your nmentor? Wat do you think
he’s going to ask you to do?

AR
Don't know. We didn't exactly part
on the best of terns.

CONRAD
Maybe the old man wants to nake
peace with you. 1’ve heard that

the end usually does that to
you- - change your perspecti ve.

ARl
Perhaps. Here we are. This |ooks
like a mning conmpound. Fromfifty
years ago.

The | unar buggy sl ows down as they approach the buildings in
Tesseract. There are a few other vehicles parked al ong one
of the larger buildings which has one sign indicating that
it is atavern of sone sort. Ari parks the |unar buggy
sonewhat close to the tavern (for easy access in case they
need anot her quick getaway) and the two nen hop off. and
head into the tavern.

| NT. THE TESSERACT TAVERN

The tavern itself is a bit snoky fromthe inhabitants using
sone illicit drugs. There are three |arge hol oscreens
nount ed on one side of the wall, each show ng different
progranms. One is an antigravity football gane being played
on Luna. The second is a reality show where the contestants
are argui ng about who would go out on a space wal k. The
third screen is show ng sone comerci al s.

The tavern is packed with patrons, about half of them
staring at the hol oscreens. The other half are sitting at
metal tables conversing and having dinner. There aren’t
very many tables and all of themare conpletely crowded,
except for one in the corner where a young woman wi th bl ue
hair is dining al one.
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WAl TRESS
Well, hello there boys. Just the
two of you?

AR
Yes.

CONRAD
(trying to wave the snoke
away)
| s there a non-snoking section?

WAl TRESS
O course there is. Right this
way. Sorry, it’s a bit
crowded. You'll have to share.

The waitress weaves through the tables with Ari and Conrad
trailing her. The other patrons briefly |ook up at the two
men since they are strangers in this small town, but since
they aren’'t dressed all that nmuch differently from everyone
el se, they soon go back to their neals.

WAl TRESS
Excuse nme, mss, but I'mafraid
you' Il have to share this table

with these gentlemen. W’re a bit
crowded tonight, as you can see.

REZ
It’s not a problem |’ m al nost
done anyway.
CONRAD
(1 ooking pointedly at Rez’s
still full plate)

Pl ease don’'t | eave on our
account. W won’t bite. Honest.

AR
He’s right. Just ignore us.

WAl TRESS
(putting the nenu-pads in
front of themnm
Any of you gentlenen care for a

drink?

CONRAD
Gn, if you have any. | never got
to finish that gl ass back at
MMIrty’s.
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AR
Entirely your fault, if I
recall. [I’'ll have sone water
pl ease, ma’ am

The waitress wal ks away to fill their drink orders. The
young wonan eyes them suspciously, but decides to take their
advi ce and ignore them as she eats her dinner. The two nen
take up the nenu-pads and scan the itens listed on it.

CONRAD
Ma’ an? You called her ma’am Man,
you' re a throwback, Captain.

AR
You have a problemw th me being
polite?

CONRAD
Oh no, | have no problem  Just
surprising, that’s all. 1It’s just

been ny experience that nost people
t hese days don’'t bother with the
niceties at all.

AR
It’s a changed world these
days. O nmaybe |I'’mgetting too
ol d.

The wai tress conmes back with the drinks and sets them on the
tabl e before taking out an old fashioned stylus and pad.

WAl TRESS
So what will it be, boys?

ARI
[’11 have the Nunber 1.

CONRAD
|'d |i ke the Nunmber 2.

WAl TRESS
Al'l right then. (shouting) Bubba,
we need a nunmber 1 and nunber 2!

As the waitress takes up the nenu-pads and wal ks away to
attend to another table, Ari and Conrad exchange | ooks at
the waitress’s outburst.

REZ
The power source on her _
conmuni cati on device is running
| ow.
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AR
Excuse ne?

REZ
(pointing to her ear,
i ndi cati ng where a device was
| ocated on the waitress)
Her communi cation device. It’s an
old one. The cook can’t hear her
unl ess she yells into it.

CONRAD
Oh, so that’s what that outburst
was about. | thought she had an
undi agnosed di sease or
sonmething. | suppose you re one of
the I ocals then? You know everyone
her e?

REZ
HmM

CONRAD

What’' s that supposed to nean?

AR
Leave her alone, Conrad. Can’t you
see she’s trying to eat her dinner
i n peace?

CONRAD
Qur conversation isn't hanpering
her dinner, is it, sweetheart?

REZ
(raising a hand outstretched
t owar ds Conrad’s neck, snal
thin bl ades erupting from her
fingernails)
| wouldn’t try to use endearnents
to ne again.

CONRAD
Whoa.

AR
You heard the |lady. You wouldn’'t
want to get into any nore trouble
t han you are.

REZ
(hi di ng her hand)
|"d imagine that trouble is
probably his m ddl e nane.
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The waitress arrives with two hotplates, one of themwth a
steak and mashed potatoes, the other with a stir-fry dish.

WAl TRESS
Well, boys, here you go. Just
holler if you need anything el se.

As the waitress wal ks away, Ari inmmediately digs into his
steak. Conrad briefly plays with his chopsticks, but his
attention is focused on their fenmal e di nner conpanion.

CONRAD
So you never did answer ny
guesti on.

REZ
Didn"t I7?

CONRAD
You' re not a local are you? Just
passi ng through as well?

REZ
You're really nosy. | don't like
nosy.

AR

(to Conrad)

Do you have sonme sort of death
W sh?

CONRAD

| always live as if it’s ny | ast
nmonment. You can’t be certain of

life.
REZ
That’ s an interesting phil osophy,
m ster.
CONRAD
Conr ad.
REZ
Excuse ne?
CONRAD
It’s Conrad. And ny buddy here is
Captain Ari. Wat’'s your nane?
AR

Don’t drag ne into this.
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REZ
Some people call me Rez. Captain,
eh? Retired?

AR
I n a manner of speaki ng.

REZ
Got ki cked out, huh? No wonder
since you're with this |ug.

CONRAD
Hey!

AR
|”ve only met himrecently. He has
nothing to do with ny
"retirenment”. Now you, on the
ot her hand, have sone very
i nteresting enhancenents.

CONRAD
Now | ook who’ s nosy!

REZ
They cone in useful sonetines. One
could say I'm uh, quitting ny
previous job. |’m headed off to
A ynpus Mons City.

CONRAD
That' s where we’'re headed, too,
darl ...

Rez shoots Conrad a warning | ook and w ggl es her
fingers. He inmedi ately | ooks down and concentrates on
eati ng di nner.

AR
In no tine at all, she’ll have you
trained |li ke Pavlov' s dog.

REZ
That’ s assuming that 1’1l be

sticking around | ong enough to see
to his training, Captain.

CONRAD
My fornmer girlfriends never tried
totrain me. They called nme the
wild man...
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REZ
That’ s di sgusti ng.

AR
He generally is.

CONRAD
Captain, you wound ne.

AR
Enough about him You don’t happen
to know if this town has a hoste
of some sort, do you?

REZ
Thi s place does have sone roons in
t he back, but I'mnot sure if any
of themare vacant. You'll have to
ask. ..

The entrance to the tavern slides open revealing three
figures, heavily arnored and arned, wal king into the

pl ace. A second waitress hurries up to them and nmakes
frantic gestures, indicating that the tavern is already very
crowded.

WAl TRESS #2
Sirs! How wonderful of you to drop
by. Unfortunately, all of our
space i s used up..

BOUNTY HUNTER #1
Actually, we do not wish to eat out
here. You do have sone private

roons?

WAl TRESS #2
Vell, yes. But they're nore like
bedr oons. . .

BOUNTY HUNTER #1
That is fine. W’I| pay you extra
for our brief use of it.

Wil e the second waitress is talking to the bounty hunters,
Rez spots them and noticeably freezes. She tries to nove
her body so that it is hidden behind Conrad’s.

REZ

Shit. Shit. Shit. They can’'t be
her e.
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AR
VWho?

CONRAD
An old flame of yours?

tries to turn around, she grabs his shoul der,
mto stay put.

REZ
They’ Il notice you if you do that!

AR
They | ook |ike bounty
hunters. Exactly what are you
wanted for, Mss Rez?

REZ
Way should | tell you?

CONRAD
O they could be after us.

AR
Damm, you're right.

REZ
Let ne get this straight. You two
t hi nk those bounty hunters m ght be
after you?

CONRAD
Well, there was this incident
earlier today.

wai tress wal ks over to them startling the three

fromtheir conversation.

WAl TRESS
|s everything all right here? M,
it looks |ike you ve all becone
fast friends, here.

AR
(taki ng an exaggerated | ook at
hi s chrononeter)
Wiy ook at the tine. W have to
get going. You wouldn’t mnd if we
get this to go, would you?

WAl TRESS
Wiy not at all, sir.
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CONRAD
(pulling out a credit chip and
handing it to the waitress
with a flourish)
Pl ease put everything on ny
tab. Including this little lady’s
meal .

REZ
What ?

The waitress turns her back to thema nonent to retrieve
sone portable containers. Rez shoots Conrad a bl ack | ook,
but he ignores it.

REZ
| am not going to be indebted to
you.

CONRAD

You' re headed out to the sane pl ace
we are. And if nmy guess is
correct, you' re eager to get
yourself as far away from those
bounty hunters as we are.

WAl TRESS

(handi ng themthe take out

cartons and Conrad’ s credit

chi p)
Here you go. And thank you, M.
Smith. You know, the weather’s
supposed to be mghty cold
tonight. You mght want to stay
overnight in our fine establishnment
bef ore you head on your way.

AR
Thank you, but no. W’re eager to
be on our way.

As the waitress finally retreats, Conrad and Ari get up from
their seats. Rez renmains seated.

CONRAD
Aren’t you comng with us?

REZ
| don’t even know you.

AR
Leave her be. Besides, she could
slit our throats while we sleep and
we'd be none the wi ser.
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REZ
If it eases your mnd, Captain, |
don’t think you'll be nuch of a
threat. But him | would trust
hi meven | ess than a Martian desert
Vi per.

CONRAD

That’ s har sh.

AR
Leave it, Conrad. The buggy’s
al ready too crowded with you init.

CONRAD
We can al ways put her in the back
st or age.

REZ
| am not going into soneone’s
trunk.

At that nonment, sone yelling breaks out between sone tavern
patrons watching the holovids. There was sone betting on
the sports games and soneone is convinced that soneone el se
cheated. A punch is thrown.

AR
" mgetting out of here. You
followif you want.

CONRAD
Come on, it’s just a bar fight.

AR
Need | remind you that it was a bar
fight that eventually | anded both
of us here?

There is nore yelling, but the second waitress had briefly
di sappeared towards the back to rouse the bounty hunters,
hopi ng that they might be able to restore sone order. One
of the bounty hunters enmerge and fires a |aser pistol toward
the rowdy group. This only insenses the patrons even nore.

TAVERN OMER
Hey! No shooting weapons in
here. You'll have to pay for the
damage you’ ve caused.

BOUNTY HUNTER #1
|’ m not paying for anything. It
was your stupid waitress who told
me to stop the fight.
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TAVERN PATRON
Have you now comon sense?

The ot her tavern patrons roar in agreenent and the bounty
hunter raises his |laser pistol threateningly. 1In the
meantime, Ari and Conrad have already slipped away through a
side door. Rez finally gets up to follow them

REZ
(nmuttering to herself)
Fine, fine. You re right. M ght
as well blowthis joint even if |
do have to ride in a storage
bunker .

The bounty hunter notices sone novenent out of his eye and
he swi ngs towards Rez.

BOUNTY HUNTER #1
Hey you there. | need to talk to
you. You |look famliar.

Rez doesn’t answer. |Instead, she noves nore quickly,
shovi ng peopl e out of her way.

BOUNTY HUNTER #1
Hey there, stop!

Rez doesn’t stop. One of the tavern patrons inadvertently
bunps into her and her hair briefly flies out of her

face. The tavern light glints on a strangely col ored scar
bel owe her ear.

BOUNTY HUNTER #1
(speaking into a
communi cati ons devi ce)
| have the subject in sight. She’s
headi ng out si de.

EXT. QOUTSI DE OF TESSERACT TAVERN

REZ

Wait up.
CONRAD

So, you’ve decided to cone with us?
REZ

Like | have a choice. |It’s was

getting a little crowded in there.
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Just as Rez reaches Ari’s lunar buggy, a bright Iight
suddenly illumnates the parking lot. Reflexively, Ari and
Conrad bring their arns up to shield their eyes. Rez
doesn’t do anything except glare into the darkness in
surprise. There is the faint growing of vehicles just
beyond their periphery. The other two bounty hunters had
slipped out of the tavern to confront them

BOUNTY HUNTER #2
(on a | oudspeaker)
W have you surrounded
RZ-594. Conme with us peacefully
and you won’t be hurt.

REZ
Never. | am not going back to that
lab. O what’'s left of it.

ARI
RZ- 5947

BOUNTY HUNTER #2
Then you | eave us no choi ce.

CONRAD
That doesn’t sound good at all.

The sound of the bounty hunters’ vehicle gets |ouder. Ari
junps into the driver’s seat of his lunar buggy. Conrad
grabs Rez and shoves her into the back passenger seat before
he gets into the vehicle hinself.

REZ
Damm it! Don’t nmnhandl e ne.

Ari quickly handles the controls and the lights on the |unar
buggy turn on and the vehicle blasts off into the Martian
darkness. The bounty hunters follow, their vehicle easily
visible with the headlights.

CONRAD
| ordinarily wouldn’t dream of
it. But it was either that or see
you turned into chopped liver.

REZ
Huh. Well, | suppose | should thank
you for your quick thinking.

CONRAD
Real | y?
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REZ
Don't read too nuch into it.
AR
(l ooking at his instrunents)
They' re still trailing us. |'m

going to turn off the lights and
turn on the shield. Unfortunately,

we'll be driving blind.
REZ

We can drive by the stars.
CONRAD

| Iike how you think. It’II be

like the olden tines when sailors
on Earth steered their ships by the
skies. Romantic, you think?

REZ

It was practical, not romantic
AR

She’s right. | can configure the

conputer here to help nme do

that. Wich brings up the
interesting point, why did those
bounty hunters call you by a seri al
nunber? Are you a robot?

CONRAD
Conme on, Captain. You know there
are no RZ series.

REZ
" m not a robot.

CONRAD
See? She’s just |ike us.

REZ
No. I'"mnot just |ike you. | have a
nunber because | was just one of
many experinents in...well, let’s

just say the lab is no nore.

| NT. GEOTECH ENTERTAI NVENT HQ CONFERENCE ROOM

Sever al

Ceotech Entertai nnent executives are seated around a

table listening to the head of the marketing departnment give
his tal k about his departnment’s | atest project. Everyone
seens attentive except for the CEO of the conpany, Carli se,
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who is sitting at the head of the table. Carlise is a
cl ean-cut, well dressed man, but at the nmonment he is
frowning, his fingers steepled in front of himin
concentration.

HARRI NGTON
As you can see, our department
projects that ratings for this
newest venture will go through the

roof. After all, if we start now,
we will be riding on the wave of
t he newest hot thing.

OLDENGOOD
That’'s very well, M. Harrington,
but how much will all of this

cost? The accounting depart nent
will not be very happy if it goes
over the alotted budget for new
vent ures.

PURDUE
And judgi ng for what you pl anned
for the new venture, it is going to
cost a lot indeed. Especially if
it is anything |like the production
costs of shows today.

OLDENGOOD
Quite right, Ms. Purdue. Have you
heard the runpred costs of that
| at est show on Makenake? What's it
cal | ed?

PURDUE
"Airlock Island", | believe. Not
that |’ve watched the dreck, but
the | atest financial news on that
show i s fascinating.

HARRI NGTON
M. d dengood, Ms. Purdue. Those
are very good observations. But
may | point out that this venture

wll indeed cost less? It wll, of
course, be here on Mars rather than
MVakenake.

The rest of the executives murnur anong thensel ves after
Harrington’s remark. But the consensus is that they're
begi nning to be persuaded to his side.
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CARLI SE
Actually, | would Iike to make an
observati on.

A hush falls into the conference roomas the CEO speaks
up. Harrington suddenly | ooks nervous.

HARRI NGTON
Yes, sir?

CARLI SE
CGeot ech Entertai nment has al ways
prided itself on being cutting
edge. Even before | took over, the
previ ous owners al ways | ooked
towards the next best thing. W
shoul d keep that in mnd. This new
venture. .

HARRI NGTON
s definitely cutting edge! No one
has ever thought to use polar bears
on the Martian ice caps. The
viewership will totally eat it
up. Man agai nst bear. Who w ||

w n? VWy. ..
CARLI SE
Do not interrupt ne.
HARRI NGTON
Sorry, sir. | got carried away.
CARLI SE
As | was saying, this venture is
not original. ©GCh sure, that silly

reality show on Makenake may be the
nost popul ar thing now, but if we
make a reality show, we would be
seen as just riding on the wave of
popul arity. You m ght think that
pol ar bears and airl ocks are
totally different things, but the
core concepts are the sane.

The ot her executives nmurnur to thenselves, in agreenent with
Carlise. Harrington clenches his hands.

HARRI NGTON
You don’t under st and. ..

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

32.

CARLI SE
No, you don’t understand,
Harrington. You ve forgotten the
motto of this conpany--the sane
nmotto that was read to you on the
contract that you signed as
enpl oyee. The sane notto that was
supposed to be pounded into your
head at all the notivational
semnars | put all of you
t hrough. I nnovati on,
Harrington. And you haven't shown
it.

HARRI NGTON
I f you want a new idea, sir, | have
pl enty of others.

CARLI SE
| f you had other ideas, you should
have been show ng those here
now. Not this blather about polar
bears. Besides, as | recall, none
of your previous projects ever nade
it through the prelimnary phases,

did they?
HARRI NGTON
No sir, but...
CARLI SE

Refresh ny nenory, Ms. Tang, what
was the outcone of those other
proj ects?

TANG
They were scrapped, M. Carlise.

CARLI SE
Ah, yes. And why did we give M.
Harri ngt on anot her chance?

OLDENGOOD
As | recall, he said that he would
bring one of his other ideas to the
table in the next neeting.

HARRI NGTON
| do have other ideas! |'1I1...

CARLI SE
No, Harrington. Your chances are
up. You’' ve wasted an opportunity

( MORE)
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CARLI SE (cont’ d)
with this thing about polar
bears. Geotech Entertai nnment
cannot afford to keep on enpl oyees
who do not nmke an effort towards
i nnovation. You're fired,
Harri ngt on.

HARRI NGTON
What ?

CARLI SE

(turning toward the other

executives and ignoring

Harrington's agitated wavi ng)
M. d dengood, you will tenporarily
t ake over the position as head of
mar keting. Tonorrow, you wll give
me a list of candidates to

permanently take the job. | want
candi dates who are notivated and
i nnovati ve.

OLDENGOOD
Yes, sir.

HARRI NGTON
M. Carlise, you re not giving ne a
chance! 1’'Il prove it to you with
my next idea! It’s a holovid

series about robots that shoot
| asers out of their eyes...

CARLI SE
(pressing a button on his
consol e)
Get out, Harrington.

HARRI NGTON
No, listen to nme. The robots that
shoot | asers, they’ re not your
ordi nary robots. They have
enotions. And they're in
| ove! People will eat it up.

The door to the conference room slides open and two security
guards enter. M. Tang, M. Carlise’ s secretary, notions
towards the agitated Harrington. Everyone watches as the
security guards take Harrington's arns and forcibly escorts
hi m out of the conference room
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HARRI NGTON
| know robots are considered retro,
but it’lIl be cutting

edge! Everyone |oves the dichotony
of robots wth enotions. And think
of the angst--people |ove..

The security guards drag hi mout the door and the door
slides closed as the guards cross the threshold. The
executives turn, alnost as one to |l ook at Carlise.

CARLI SE
Well, |adies and gentl enen, are
there any pressing news that any of
you need to report?

Some of the executives shake their heads as others respond,
“"No sir."

CARLI SE
If there isn't any news so far,
this neeting is adjourned.

The executives silently file out of the conference

room Finally, the only ones remaining are Carlise and Ms.
Tang. Hi s secretary is nmaking sone final notes on her

di ctati ng pad before she gets up.

TANG
If there isn’t anything else, sir,
| would like to rem nd you that you
have a neeting schedul ed one hour
fromnow with the head executives
fromthe Sing Syndicate in the
G een Room The reports you
requested for the neeting have been
downl oaded to the appropriate

channel s.
CARLI SE
(getting up and paci ng towards
a W ndow)
Thank you, Ms. Tang.
TANG
(wal king to the door and
pausi ng)

Do you wish that | handle the
report from M. O dengood about the
mar ket i ng head repl acenent ?
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CARLI SE
Send the report to ne, directly. |
wi sh to have a nore personal view
on the matter after the debacle
t oday.

TANG
M. Harrington's record had been
spot| ess before. By all accounts,
his | atest idea could have worked.

CARLI SE
Do you want to be fired, too, M.
Tang?
TANG
No, sir.
CARLI SE
Very well. | will explain

sonething to you. Harrington’s

i dea m ght have worked, but it is
not innovative. H's notion of
innovation is a rehash of the old.

TANG
Sir?

CARLI SE
| gave himan idea. You know
d ynpus Mons?

TANG
How can anyone forget, sir? That
geol ogi cal feature is the reason
for the nanme of this city.

CARLI SE
Well, | told Harrington about ny
i dea about maki ng an anusenent park
with Aynpus Mins as its
feature. And he shot it down.

TANG
That is certainly an original idea,
M. Carlise, but as to its
feasibility...

CARLI SE

Feasibility is why we hire
engi neers, Ms. Tang.
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TANG
| see your point. [I’Il direct al
of M. O dengoods reports to you,
sir.

CARLI SE

See that you do.

Tang exits the conference roomand Carlise turns back to the
wi ndow to gaze outward onto A ynpus Mons City. Not too far
di stant, the dormant vol cano | oons.

CARLI SE
"Il see ny dreamrealized, even if
| have to fire everyone in the
conmpany to do it.

EXT. HERSCHEL, D STREET

After a winding pursuit, Ari, Conrad, and Rez have finally
| ost the pursuing bounty hunters. It is late norning and

they’ ve arrived in the farmng town of Herschel--a bucolic
town thriving underneath a donme of glass. The town itself
has expanded beyond the done and at the nonent, the |unar

buggy is on one of the outer streets, passing various

bui I di ngs.

REZ
|’ m starving. What does the
navi gati on say?

AR
(1 ooki ng over to the
instrunent in front of Conrad)
There should be a restaurant up a
f ew bl ocks.

CONRAD
(waki ng up)
Huh? What ?

REZ
| was aski ng about food, you
dunder head.

CONRAD
| thought you just ate back in
Tesseract .

REZ

That was over two hundred
kil oneters from here.
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AR
VWay nore than two hundred
kilometers. | didn't drive in a
straight line, did we?

CONRAD
As | recall, you only drove part of
the way. | took over a bit in the

m ddl e of the night because you
want ed your beauty sl eep.

AR
Beauty sleep? Are you
kidding? |I'man old man. | can’'t

keep up as | used to.

CONRAD
A likely excuse. Hey, |ook there,
it’s a Quicki Waffl e.

REZ
|"mgane. 1’ve only heard about
mapl e syrup, but | really want to
try sone.

ARl

It’s synthetic. Real maple syrup
costs an armand a | eg.

CONRAD
Because it needs to be inported
from Earth?

AR
No. Because there aren’t that many
maple trees left, especially after

the Brazillians went on the Ranpage
of 2074.
REZ
Real | y?
CONRAD
You haven’'t read any Earth history?
REZ
| didn’t study any history while I
was growi ng up. Mstly, | was too
busy trying to survive these tests.
CONRAD
They weren’t academ c tests, | take

it.
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REZ
No.

Ari finally pulls the |unar buggy towards the breakfast
restaurant, but instead of parking, he pulls through what
| ooks like a drive through.

REZ
We’re not going in?

AR
Not after what happened the | ast
two times with us. W’re going to
eat and run this tine.

CONRAD
Sure, but we will need to stop
somewhere to refuel.

REZ
Why? | thought with all these
sol ar panels here..

AR
This is an old antique, Rez. It
still needs liquid fuel. Especially
for these enhancenents | had added
toit.

REZ
| don't know. | mean, wouldn't it

just take sone rewiring or
somet hi ng?

CONRAD
Don't pretend to be sone engi neer,
honey.

REZ

(gives Conrad the finger,
sharp enhanced nail up)
So you have engineering skills?

CONRAD
| can shoot.

AR
Children, stop it.

They finally pull up to what | ooks |like a receiver and

speaker. Strange static noises errupt fromit as they
appr oach.
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QUI CKI WAFFLE ATTENDANT
How may | hel p you?

ARI
[’Il have a continental with
cof f ee.

REZ

I’1l have two servings of
strawberry waffles with maple
syrup. And a cup of tea.

CONRAD
Scranbl ed eggs, kippers, and Jovan
grapefruit juice.

Ari and Rez gives Conrad baffled | ooks at his strange order.

AR
Jovan grapefruit juice?

QUI CKI WAFFLE ATTENDANT
That will be 7000.

Ari takes out a credit chip and plugs it into a slot near
the speaker. A light glows green and he takes the chip
back.

QUI CKI WAFFLE ATTENDANT
Thank you sir. Your order will be
ready in a nonent at the w ndow
around the corner. Have a nice
day.

The | unar buggy edges foward to the Quickiwaffle w ndow
| ocated just beyond the speaker.

CONRAD
Jovan grapefruit juice is the
best. | think it has sonething to

do with the fruit being grown in a
hi gh gravity environnent.

The lunar buggy briefly stops at the wi ndow where a snal
platformwith their orders is extended. Ari grabs the neal
bags and hands them over to Conrad to separate them out.

REZ
Hi gh gravity? But how do they grow
the fruit on Jupiter if the planet
is entirely made of gas?
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AR
| believe they are grown in
suborbital greenhouses. It’s a big
i ndustry there.
CONRAD
(handi ng Rez her bag of
waf f | es)
Yeah. It got started in the late
twenty-first century. It was

originally out of necessity, but it
becane sought after because for
sone reason, things taste better
after being grown there.

REZ
Mn | like these waffles. | wonder
if they make these in Jovan
factori es?

CONRAD
Pr obabl y.

As Ari maneuvers the |unar buggy down D street, a dark
hovercraft of nondescript design pulls out froma side
street and begins to follow themat a discrete distance.

AR
The navi gation says here that
there’s a park-and-go not far from
here. Ah, there it is.

Ari parks and takes the food bag that Conrad hands

him Conrad and Rez are already eating their breakfast, but
Rez turns in her seat to watch the dark hovercraft pass by
them heading in the direction of Herschel’s nain done.

REZ
| think it would be best not to
stick around this town for too
| ong.

AR
Getting antsy already? Let ne
finish breakfast first.

CONRAD
She’s right. Al though not nuch
happens in these suburban pl aces,
that al so neans that the
authorities would be bored. And
bored cops woul d be excited to junp
on anything that smacks of out of
t he ordinary.
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ARI
We haven’t done anything here.

CONRAD
Ch yes we have. What we’ve done is
to enter this city. And this lunar
buggy isn’t hel pi ng any,
either. It’'s an antique and it
sticks out |like a sore thunb.

REZ
And it’s a bunpy ride.

ARI
But it's a ride, nonethel ess.

Ari finishes his nmeal and pulls out of the park-and-go,
headi ng down a parallel street that would skirt around the
city done. They pass the dark hovercraft which had stopped
a bl ock away. The officer in the hovercraft is issuing a
citation to an even nore unusual vehicle.

REZ
VWhat is that?

CONRAD
| don’t know. That thing | ooks
anci ent. Maybe soneone is doing a
hi storical reinactnent.

ARI
That's an ice creamtruck fromthe
md twentieth century. It | ooks
exactly like one | sawin a period
hol ovi d.

CONRAD
VWw, really?

REZ
|"ve heard about ice cream |’ve

never actually seen the thing,
t hough. What is it?

CONRAD
What, you’ ve never heard of ice
crean? First, you’ve never had
mapl e syrup and now i ce creanf
Where did you grow up?

REZ
In a lab. Sure, the scientists
there taught ne stuff, but | was

( MORE)
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REZ (cont’ d)
only allowed to consune nutritional
suppl ements. Sonme of the
scientists did feel sorry for ne
and snuggl ed in sonme real food, but
t hey were soon found out and, uh,
t er m nat ed.

AR
That sounds awful .

REZ
If you grow up with it, it’s just
life.

CONRAD
Vell the next tinme we stop
sonmewhere, I'mgoing to find you
some ice cream You'll love it.

REZ
That sure, are we?

CONRAD
Yeah. | ”ve never encountered a
woman who didn't.

EXT. 100 KM NORTHEAST OF HERSCHEL

The Martian terran between Herschel and Eddie is extrenely
hilly and the ride is bunpy. Wiile Ari is concentrating on
his driving, Conrad is trying to hold on. Rez, sonehow, is
sl eeping through the entire ride.

CONRAD
| don’t know how she does it. Your
driving is terrible.

AR
It’s not me. It’'s the road. O
the lack thereof. Besides, she did
say that she was created in a
| ab. Maybe her creators nade her
tougher. O tougher than you, at

any rate.
CONRAD

You're just trying to make excuses.
AR

| f you continue to conplain,

m ght just dunp you here in the

m ddl e of nowhere.
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CONRAD
Fine, be that way. At |east
according to these instruments, it
won’t be that nuch | onger unti
Eddi e. And maybe there, we m ght
find faster transportation.

AR
| don’t know if I want to |eave
this baby behind. [|’ve put a |ot

of work on it.

CONRAD
Personally, | find it a bit hard to
must er up sone sentinent about this
old piece of junk. Anways, what do
you think your nmentor will want
fromyou once you get to O ynpus
Mons City?

AR
Not sure. Although WIlianmson is
sonetines difficult, when he wants
to be.

Behi nd one of the hills, a long thin netal object targets
the lunar buggy in its sights. A small light at the end of
it starts blinking and sonet hing shoots out the tip of the
nmet al object and | odges into one of the front wheels of the
| unar buggy. The wheel blows out and the vehicle abruptly
stops, jolting the passengers.

ARI
Damm it. |t nust have hit
sonet hi ng.

CONRAD

| can jury-rig a hovercraft, but I
have no idea how to change a
tire. But | can get out and
perform di agnostics if you d like.

AR
(pulling out a small kit)
No, I've got it. It shouldn't take

that long to repair if the whee
hit some rock

Ari gets out of the lunar buggy and pulls out a diagnostic

tool which starts beeping as he scans. Engi nes, sone
di stance away, are heard.
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CONRAD
VWhat's that?

ARI
VWhat ? You nean this too
here? It’'s a..

CONRAD
No. | think soneone’s approachi ng.

AR
Fromout in the m ddl e of
nowhere? W’'ve seen no one for

kil oneters
The engi nes becone | ouder and with the sound of the engines
is laughter. Hoverbikes crest over a hill, about ten of
t hem
CONRAD

Captain, | think we’ve got conpany.

ARl
VWhat ? 1’ m working right now

CONRAD
| said conmpany, Captain!

REZ
Huh? What’'s all the ruckus? And
why are we stopped.

CONRAD
(pulling out his weapon)
Get down. [|I'mgoing to scare them

of f.

Conrad fires his weapon in the air, but this on seens to
incite the hoverbi kers. The bikers continue to zoom toward
them and circle the downed | unar buggy. The bikers are al
wearing black and their faces are obscured by hel nets.

REZ
Good thing | woke up when |
did. |[|’'ve got a laser right here.

At Rez’ s comment, the hoverbi kers take out their own weapons
and train themon the trio. One of the bikers nove

closer. In reaction, Conrad points his weapon at the biker,
but the biker doesn’'t seem fazed.
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_ CONRAD
We're just travelers. Just |eave
us alone and we’ll | eave you al one.

The bi kers | augh and the cl osest one grabs Ari before he can
make any nove.

AR
Get your hands off nme! | didn't do
anyt hi ng. ..

CONRAD

Leave hi m al one!

Rez fires a warning shot into the air, but the bi ker roughly
hits Ari in the head, rendering hi munconscious. The biker
uses Ari’s body as a shield as the biker drags him

back. The rest of the biker gang | aughs and speed away on
their hoverbi kes as Conrad attenpts to shoot them down.

REZ
It’s no use, Conrad. They're
qui ckly getting out of range. W
have to fix the buggy oursel ves.

CONRAD
Damm it. | don’t know anyt hi ng
about changi ng wheel s.

REZ
The Captain isn’'t going to
appreciate that attitude,
especi al |y when he wakes up in the
conpany of those bikers. W’d
better get this up and running as
qui ckly as we can.

CONRAD
You know how to rig this?

REZ
| can probably figure it out. Hand
me that diagnostics probe, wll
you?

EXT. MARTE VALLIS, GEOLOG CAL STATI ON #47

Marte Vallis is a deep fissure in the Martian

| andscape. GCeological Station #47 is |ocated at the edge of
the fissure. The station itself is equipped with many
sensors to nonitor the fault line. Mst of the geol ogists
stationed here are inside the station, but there are two
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peopl e standi ng outside near the fissure, surrounded by nore
equi prrent. There is a thick |ine anchored to the ground and
going down into the fissure.

VENDY
|"mready to call it a norning.
hope lunch isn’'t beef burginon
agai n.

TAD

| don’t know. Paco clains that
beef burginon is his specialty. He
| oves making it. | kind of fee

bad if | conplain about anything.

VENDY
True. Conpared to the |ast
graduat e student sent out here,
Paco is a pretty decent cook.

TAD
Speaki ng of grad students, what’s
taking Ellis so | ong?

VENDY
Don’t know. Maybe she found
sonmething really interesting down
there. She does still have about
one hour of power |eft before we
have to reel her back up

TAD
Yes, but | get antsy when things
don’t go as pl anned.

VEENDY
Soneti mes science doesn’t go as
pl anned. That’s the beauty of
it. Unexpected things can get you
a paper. Preferably in the Journal
of Martian Ceol ogy.

TAD
| suppose so. But still...

WENDY
Wait, there's Ellis now

The rope pulls taunt and Tad hurries over to the equi pment
to help reel it up. A figure in a bright netallic hazard
suit clinmbs up out fromthe side of the fissure. Once the
figure is safely over the side, she pulls her head covering
of .
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Wendy, Tad,

equi pnent

ELLI S
Dr. Gold, Dr. Case you won't
bel i eve the readings | got from
down bel ow.

VEENDY
What readi ngs? W al so were doing
sone seism c recordings up here. |
doubt that your hand hel d device
had anyt hi ng nuch different.

ELLI S
(showi ng Wendy and Tad her
hand hel d recorder)
No, look. Can you believe
it? I1t’s like all of the previous
t heories are bl own out of the
wat er .

TAD
| don’t know, Ellis. Could just be
an anomal y.

ELLI S
No, it’s real. | had these
instrunents recalibrated this
nor ni ng nysel f.

VENDY
I"’mwith Tad. It could just be an
anomaly in this region. An
interesting one, to be sure, but I
don't think it will rewite all the
geol ogi cal theory that’s
accunul ated in so many hundreds of
years.

ELLI S
But Dr. Gold, all of that
geol ogi cal theory was based on
Earth’ s geol ogical history. Mars
is conpletely different.

TAD

Well, you d have to admt that
she’ s got you there.

and head to back to the geol ogi cal

station.

47.

and Ellis finish gathering up the nonitoring
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I NT. GEOLOG CAL STATI ON #47, CENTRAL MONI TORI NG ROOM

The central nonitoring roomin the geol ogical station
contains nonitoring equipnment and stations at the far side
of one wall. On the other side of the wall is a bank of

wi ndows overl ooking the Marte Vallis fissure. A long
conference table is in the mddle. Several scientists are
working either at the nonitoring stations or at the
conference table. Wndy, Tad, and Ellis enter after

di vesting their equi pnent in another room

DENVER
Dr. Gold, we recently recorded sone
anomalies in the fissure the past
hour. W’d like for you to | ook at
them

ELLI S
Ha! What did | tell you? The
readi ngs that | got were true.

TAD
So it would seem d eana, what's
your take on Denver’s data?

OLEANA
| " m not sure. |’ ve never seen
anything like it. I'mcurrently

conmbi ng the database for any
previous readings that are simlar
t hat have been recorded on ot her
Martian stations.

DENVER
| vote for contacting the President
of the Geol ogi cal Sciences

Associ ation for Sol. He' Il know
what to say.
VENDY

Oh, | know what he' Il say al

right. That you' re an idiot for
wasting his tine on erroneous

data. W need to take some nore
measurenents to nmake sure that this
isnt a fluke.

TAD
Since you seem so excited out there
inthe field, Ellis, what do you
t hi nk?
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ELLIS
Maybe this woul d be bl asphenous,
but I think Mars is beginning to
under go some nmj or geol ogi cal
restructuring. Wy or how, | don't
know, but it’s there.

DENVER
You nean you think Mars is going to
bl ow up?

OLEANA

No, you dunderhead. You should
read nore papers rather than those
anci ent graphic novels in your
spare tinme. Wat she neans is that
Mars is having a geol ogi ca
reawakeni ng. The core of the

pl anet, for some reason, is
becom ng nore thermal ly acti ve.

DENVER
I n plainspeak, you nean it’s going
to bl ow up.
ELLI S
Al this talk of blowing up is
meki ng me hungry. Wo has kitchen
duty this week?

VENDY
Paco.
ELLIS
Aw man. | want sonething ot her

t han beef burgi non.

PACO

(entering the central room

wth alarge tray in his

hands)
You nust have read ny mnd! Here's
beef burginon! This tine, |
experinented a little on the
rosemary sauce.

OLEANA
(whi spering to Denver)
|"msick of this stuff.

ELLI S
|’ mgoing to the kitchen to make
nmyself an onelette. | have a, uh,

craving for one.
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VENDY
So what do you think about these
readi ngs, Tad?

TAD
You know, the grad students m ght
be right.

VEENDY
| have the sinking feeling that
Il have to agree with you on this
one.

TAD
So what should we do? W can’'t
just announce it to the geol ogica
societies. They' Il think we're
crackpot s.

VENDY
Then we won’t announce it. W
shoul d probably gather nore data

first. |If there aren’t any nore
ananol ous readings, we'll table
it. But if there are, | know of

soneone we could contact for a
second opi ni on.

TAD
VWho?

VENDY
Jack Moral es.

TAD
The head of the Martian Geol ogi ca
Soci ety? That sounds |ike a good
idea. |’ve net himonce and he
seened |i ke a nice, open guy.

WENDY
My thoughts exactly. Nowif you d
excuse ne, | find that | also have

a craving for onelettes.

TAD
How di d you guess? M, too.

PACO
Wait a mnute. Were is everyone
going? This beef burginon is in
speci al rosemary sauce! Made from
rosemary specially grown in a Jovan
hot house!

50.
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| NT. GEOTECH ENTERTAI NVENT HQ CARLI SE'S OFFI CE

Carlise’s office is located on a top floor with a viewto
A ynmpus Mons. Carlise is sitting behind a desk I ooking
through a data pad. M. Vivian Tang, his secretary, is
st andi ng near the door.

TANG
| wanted to |let you know, sir, that
A dengood has filed his report on
the marketing departnent. | have
forwarded a copy of the report to
you, Ssir.

CARLI SE
Good. | will probably ook at it
| ater today. Do you have any
t houghts on it?

TANG
A dengood has suggested severa
repl acenents. His top nomi nation
is hinmself.

CARLI SE
Hm That woul d make one wonder if
per haps he delibrately positioned
Harrington to | ose his job.

TANG
One coul d specul ate, but | would
not draw any firm concl usions
wi t hout proof.

CARLI SE
Very true. \Wat about the other
candi dat es?

TANG
They are others in the marketing
departnent. They seemto have
spot | ess records.

CARLI SE
| see. [I'll inform d dengood of ny
deci si on tonorrow.

TANG
Very good, sir.

CARLI SE

Anyt hi ng el se?
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TANG
There is one nore thing, M.
Carlise. The Sing Syndicate sent
you a nessage that they appreciated
the report that you gave themin
the previous neeting. They | ook
forward to any subsequent progress
on your current project. | have
al so forwarded this nessage to you

CARLI SE
Hn did they? | nmust admt, | did
have m sgi vings on how t hey woul d
receive it, but they did seem
optimstic. Good thinking about
bringi ng a geol ogi st on board. |
t hink those types appreciate having
an expert at the helm

TANG
Thank you, sir. And that is al
t he nessages of note that | have to
report.

CARLI SE
You may go, Ms. Tang. Oh, and one
nore thing. Could you please
inform M. Pavlova that | am
pl anning to visit his division
after lunch?

TANG
Yes, sir.

| NT. GEOTECH ENTERTAI NMENT HQ ENG NEERI NG DI VI SI ON

The engi neering division at Geotech Entertai nnent is

dom nated one one main roomwith three levels. Instrunents
and stations line the walls and workers in black uniformare
monitoring all of the instrunents. On the first level, off
to one side, is a glass enclosure where the main officers of
t he engi neering division work.

PAVLOVA
|"msorry, M. Carlise, but I quit.
CARLI SE
You’ ve been saying that for the
past nonth, yet you still continue
to work. What seens to be the

pr obl enf?
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PAVLOVA
| can’t do this any nore. M
consci ence demands that | get out
now before nmy principles are
conpl etely conprom sed. | am not
going to do this.

CARLI| SE
Pl ease don’t beat around the
bush. 1Is it sone sort of
structural problen? | can transfer

some of the engineers fromthe
operational division to help
you. O better yet, give Dr.
Morales a call. After all, he's
the expert on the geol ogi cal
formations of this area.

PAVLOVA
You haven’t been |i stening,
sir. This is inpossible! | doubt
Dr. Mrrales will be able to
help. And all the engineers in the
solar system-if they have any
scruples--will agree with ne. This
whol e anmusenent park idea is a

j oke.

CARLI SE
It is no joke, Pavlova. This
anusenent park idea will bring in a
| ot of noney. People wll pay to
see A ynpus Mons erupt. | have

investment firnms lined up for
this. |If this doesn't fal

t hrough, the entire conpany may
fail.

PAVLOVA
| understand how i nportant this is
to you, but sonetines, there are
ot her things nore inportant than
money. | quit. FEffective now.

Pavl ova storns out of the room |leaving Carlise and sone of

t he ot her

executive officers of the engi neering departnent

tenporarily speechl ess.

CARLI SE
(fisting a hand and poundi ng
it on the table)
This is ridiculous. A nmgjor
investor i s eager to see progress

( MORE)
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CARLI SE (cont’ d)
on this and Pavl ov was the best
t hat we’ ve got.

ALCRS
If I may say, sir, Pavlov did | eave
all of his work behind. |'msure
we can continue this fromwhat he
left.

CARLI SE
Well, that’s sonmething. W need to
see progress on this soon. | need

sonething to present the marketing
deparnent so they can start working
on a canpaign. And nore

i mportantly, sonmething to show the
investors so that they don't think
we’'re throw ng noney down a bl ack
hol e.

ALORS
Yes, sir. But who will be head of
t he engi neering division, now?

CARLI SE
Do you know anyt hi ng about what
Pavl ova had pl anned?

ALORS
Yes, sir.
CARLI SE
Well, then, effective now, you' re

t he head of the engineering
departnent. Pavlova was rel uctant
to work with outsiders, but I won’'t
tolerate that fromhis

successors. You will contact Dr.
Mor al es about his opinion. OCh, and
al so contact HR about the change.

ALCRS
Yes, sir.

Carlise and all of the executive officers of the engineering
departnment file out of the engineering office, leaving Alors

al one. Al
finally si

ors smles as he watches the others | eave and
ts down at the table. He pulls out a snal

conmuni cat or
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ALCRS
This is Alors. | wuld like to |et
you know, sir, that our first
obj ective has been achi eved.

VO CE ON THE LI NE
Very good. Inplenment the plan for
t he second objective.

ALORS
Yes, sir.

I NT. PRI SON CHAMBER, CAVERN, 2 KM WEST OF MI. HI BES

The cavern is smallish, dark and dry. It is sparsely
furnished with a wash basin, table, chair, and bed. A |ight
source sits on the table. There is an entrance of to the
side that leads to the rest of the cave system Ari is
lying on his side with his hands tied with rope.

AR
(rmoani ng as he wakes up)
Ugh. Were amI1? This doesn’'t
| ook good.

Ari tests his bonds which easily disintegrates with sone
tugging on his part. He gets out of bed to briefly | ook at
t he room

AR
| guess | better get out of here.

Ari takes the light source and wal ks towards the entrance of
the room but a wonman appears before he can step across the
threshold. She is holding a hand-held | aser weapon, trained
on him

MONA

Where do you think you' re going?
AR

Where do you think I’ m going?
MONA

(rmotioning with her weapon)
None of that. The Queen woul dn’t
i ke that.

AR
The Queen?
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MONA
Her maj esty, Thema of Tyrrhena
Pat er a.

AR

We're in Tyrrhena Patera? That's
like fifteen hundred kil oneters
where of where we werel

MONA
| never said that we’'re in Tyrrhena
Patera. This is Munt Hi bes.

AR
Real | y? There supposedly isn’t
anyt hi ng out here except desert.
Who are you? Were are we? And
how did | get here?

MONA
(shooting her weapon at a
wal 1)
No nore questions! The Queen w ||
deal with you

AR
(cringes when the weapon
di sl odges sone sedi ment from
the wall s)
" msure she wll.

MONA
If I were you, little man, |'d stay
nice and quiet here until the Queen
comes. Oherwise, you'll have a
ni ce stunp where your head once
was.

The guard wal ks away to guard the entrance of the tunnel
| eading into Ari’s underground cell

AR
ltchy trigger finger, huh? Well,
we'll see what | can scrounge up.

Ari checks his pockets, pulling out credit chips and
assorted odds an ends.

AR
Damm it, | don’t have a weapon on
me. But it |looks like they didn't
take anything else, either. |
don't think a credit chip will be
t hat useful down here.
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Ari continues to search his pockets. |In one pocket, on the
inside of his coat, he finds a small device the size of a
fingernail. It is glow ng red.

AR

Ah! 1 knew | had this
somewhere. Hopefully those two
will realize they can track this.

EXT. 100 KM NORTHEAST OF HERSCHEL

Rez is busy rewiring sone conponents of Ari’s |unar buggy
while Conrad is in the driver’s seat checking sone of the
di agnostics instrunents inside the vehicle.

REZ
Al'l right, I think I’ve got this
fixed. Try starting it again.

CONRAD
(gunni ng the engi ne)
Thi s sounds prom sing. Ah! It
wor ked! Fantasti c.
REZ
(junping into the |unar buggy)
See, | told you it would be
trivial. It just took a long tine.
CONRAD

So | was wong. Wo knew t hey
t aught you engi neering courses in
that [ ab you grew up in?

REZ
| just read a |ot.

Conrad maneuvers the |unar buggy over the hilly Martian
terran, heading in the direction that the hoverbi kers took
Ari .

CONRAD
Unfortunately, they have a head
start of about six hours. Who
knows where they are now? They
coul d have doubl ed back w t hout our
know edge.

REZ
It seens that way, doesn't it? But
| ook at this.
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Rez points out a small navigational map displayed on one
side of the control panel. There are two lights blinking on
t he map.

REZ
This is us right here. And this
| ooks like it mght be the
Captain. He probably has a hom ng
devi ce on his person sonewhere.

CONRAD
VWell 1’1l be. The old nman was
qui ck thi nki ng.

REZ
It 1ooks |ike they headed
east. Wich in a way is good
because that’s the direction we
were originally headed in. But it
al so 1 ooks like they took the
Captain to Mount Hi bes.

CONRAD
What’s wong w th Munt
H bes? Ganted it’s in the mddle
of nowhere, but...

REZ
Oiginally, the Captain planned to
drive northeast through the Elysium
Mons Reserve before headi ng back
south to Aynpus Mons City. (oing
to Aynpus Mons City via Munt
Hi bes is theoretically faster, but
it’s al so nore dangerous.

CONRAD
Wy ?

REZ
Three words, flyboy. Mongolian
Deat h Wor ns.

CONRAD
You’ ve got to be kidding ne. Those
tiny leeches? W'’re not treking to
the place on foot.

REZ
You don’t understand. They’ re not
ordi nary death worns. They're
mut at ed ones, that escaped a
lab. | overheard people talking

( MORE)
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REZ (cont’ d)
about it before | managed to nake
ny own escape.

CONRAD
How are they nutated?
REZ
Vell, imagi ne the worm  Now

i mgine it a hundred thousand tines
| arger than the original.

CONRAD
Holy shit. Really? And there are
nore than one of themon the
| oose? Wio in their right mnd
woul d create such a thing? And why
isnt it on the news?

REZ
As far as | know, they were created
as a secret government weapon. And
you know how t hat goes. O course
it hasn’t | eaked into the
media. |If there are any nysterious
di sappearances in the Tartarus
Range, people will just chalk it up
to idiots.

CONRAD
Unfortunately, we're idiots if
we’' re heading there. You want to
go on our originally planned
course?

REZ
Hell, no. W owe it to the Captain
to rescue him Wio knows what
t hose bi kers want with him

CONRAD
Well, the Captain did nention to ne
that he was the protege of Ron
W lianmson, fanous outer solar
system expl orer. Maybe they
recogni zed himand are going to use
him for ransom

REZ
If that’'s the case, we’'ll get the
Captain w thout the ransom



60.

EXT. EDCGE OF A RAVINE, 500 KM VEST OF MI. HI BES

The Martian evening has fallen. The |lunar buggy is parked a
few hundred neters away fromthe edge of a ravine. Conrad
and Rez have put up a thermal tent over the |unar buggy and
are warm ng up food packs with the brief blast of a |aser.

REZ
| hate canping.

CONRAD
Oh cone on, it’s romantic. The
stars are out. Even the two npons
are out--even though one is
| opsi ded.

REZ
You have a weird sense of
hunmor. No, when | get to O ynpus
Mons City and do ny business, |I'm
going to hop on a transport to Luna

and find an honest job. 1'd like
to get my own apartnment. And nmaybe
a cat.

CONRAD

A cat? Aren’'t you afraid you m ght
skewer the poor animal wth your

cl ans?
REZ

Shut up. These are retractable.
CONRAD

| " mjust saying.
REZ

As | was saying, | want a regular

life after we get the Captain out
of this nmess. The Captain said

t hat he was heading to A ynpus Mns
City to see his nentor. The
guestion, of course, is why are you

her e?

CONRAD
Ch, | was just heading in the sane
di rection.

REZ

You' re running from sonet hi ng?
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CONRAD
The law. Isn’'t everyone?

REZ
That’ s not the only reason you're
heading to A ynpus Mns City.

CONRAD

HmM
REZ

But what are you running fronf
CONRAD

| mnot running fromanything. In
fact, one could argue that |I'm
runni ng to sonet hing.

REZ
(pause)
You sound angry.

CONRAD
(stops eating)
|’ mnot angry. Just annoyed. |
used to work at one of the lab
facilities on Lycus Sulci.

REZ
Real ly? | heard that the place
i npl oded a year ago due to sone
natural disaster.

CONRAD
It wasn’t a natural disaster

REZ
A man- nade di saster?

CONRAD
Hm

REZ
What happened in that |ab?

CONRAD
The hi gher ups wanted ny depart nent
to start work on sonething that I
t hought was unacceptable. |
further learned that the entire
conpany was doi ng shady
deal i ngs. Sone other agreed with
me and we arranged a way to get
out .
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REZ
You made the place go boom didn’t
you? Ckay, so it makes sense that
you' re running, but why to A ynpus
Mons City?

CONRAD
|"ve gotten sone information that
the Sing Syndicate is neeting there
soon for a large
conference. Particularly the
peopl e in charge.

REZ
The Sing Syndicate? Wat do you
know about the Sing Syndicate?

CONRAD
Wiy do you want to know?

Bef ore Rez can respond, there is a |arge thunping noise
whi ch causes the lunar buggy to vibrate.

REZ
VWhat’' s that?

CONRAD
According to these readi ngs,
there’s sone sort of geol ogica
di sturbance not far from here.

REZ
Quake?

CONRAD
Maybe. W shoul d probably park
el sewhere if this keeps up.
woul dn’t enjoy getting thrown into
t hat canyon behi nd us.

Conrad hops into the driver’s seat and guns the engi ne

W t hout bothering to put the thermal tent dowmn. Rez is
hurridly putting up the food packs as the | unar buggy zoons
across the |urching ground.

REZ
If I didn’t have an iron stonmach
|’d be hurling all over the place
by now.

CONRAD

Are you conpl ai ni ng about ny
driving skills?

( CONTI NUED)
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REZ
Well, yes. Ch shit, ook out for
that. ..

Up ahead, the ravine further cracks in front of
them Conrad tries to swerve, but fails. The lunar buggy
falls into the chasm

| NT. GEOLOG CAL STATI ON #47, CENTRAL MONI TORI NG ROOM

In the geol ogical station central nonitoring room Denver is
sitting at the conference table surrounded by data pads and
sleeping. Ellis is at one of the stations listening to
sonet hi ng on her headphones while readi ng a novel.

One of the nonitors starts beeping.

ELLI S
Crap! What’s that? Holy canoli
wll you |look at this?

DENVER
(yawni ng)
What? Did Doctor Cold set of the
fire alarmagain for trying to boi
an egg?

ELLIS
No, it’s these readi ngs again.
(speaking into a comuni cati on
device) Dr. CGold? W’ ve got an
unusual reading. You should
probably | ook at this.

DENVER
(wal king over to the nonitors)
You're right. They look like the
readings like last time, except
it’s west of here, in the Tartarus
Range.

ELLI S
That’s out in the mddle of
nowhere. Too bad there aren’t any
stations in that sector except ones
on renote. And Mngolian Death
Wor ns.

DENVER

Mongol i an Death Wornms. Those tiny
| eeches?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 64.

ELLI S
It’s probably just an urban
| egend. Anyway, we should inform
Dr. Gold and Dr. Case about
this. They did say that if these
unusual readi ngs happened, we’l|
have to do sonet hi ng about them

DENVER
Li ke going on worl d-wi de hol ovid
and telling everyone that this
pl anet’s so unstable it’s going to
bl ow up in the next nonth?

ELLIS
Don’'t be so overdramatic. |
overheard Dr. Gold say that she was
going to see one of her coll eagues
at Aynpus Mons City to see what he
says.

The door to the nonitoring roomopens letting in Dr. Gold
and Dr. Case.

VENDY
VWhat’'s our status, Ellis?

ELLI S
Marte Vallis is fine, Dr.
Gold. But we got sone unusual
readi ngs fromthe Tartarus Range
sector. On the surface, it |ooks
like a md-range seisnmc trenor
but | ook at this.

TAD
That i s unusual .

DENVER
From t hese readings, it appears
t hat sonmet hing rather |arge had
started on the other side of the
pl anet and sinply traversed the
pl anet to hit the Tartarus range.

VENDY
That’'s i npossi bl e.

ELLI S

That’ s what you said when | cane
out of the ravine earlier.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 65.

TAD
| don’t think it’s a coincidence
that we see readings that | ook so
simlar.

The ground beneath the station starts runbling. The
scientists quickly try to grab sonething stable as the place
sways and knocks the data pads off the conference

table. Alarns fromthe nonitors go off. After a second,

t he ground stops.

ELLI S
Now what did I tell you? 1It’s the
sane exact thing right here.

DENVER
| definitely felt that one.

TAD
W& have to do sonething, Wendy.

The doors to the nonitoring room open again and the rest of
the scientists at the station enter the room

V\ENDY
What's the status of Marte Vallis,
Ellis?

ELLI S

Not good, Doctor Gold. If we do
sone recal cul ati ons from what we
know so far, there will be another
seismc event hitting the station
in within the next hour. There's a
ninety percent possibility that it
m ght be strong enough to destroy
the station.

VENDY
Al right. 1’mgoing to nake an
executive decision. W
evacuate. Everyone off to their
assi gned tasks, now.

Everyone inmmedi ately heads off to inplenent energency
procedures at Wendy’'s command. The nonitoring room enpties
except for Tad and Wendy.

TAD
So where are we goi ng?

After Tad s question, the room shakes for one second, a
war ni ng that somet hi ng bi gger may be coni ng.
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VENDY
W' re going to dynpus Mns
City. This is way too big to
di scount as anonaly any nore.

I NT. PRI SON CHAMBER, CAVERN, 2 KM WEST OF MI. HI BES

Ari has dozed off on the cot. Mora and anot her woman enter

the prison cell. Mna prods Ari with a boot.

MONA

Get up, scum and bow to the queen.
AR

What ?
MONA

(about to hit Ari)

| said, bow

AR

This is a free planet. No one’s
t he queen to ne.

MONA
(hitting Ari)
That’ s just sone damm propaganda.

AR
Oow

QUEEN EDI TH
That’s enough Mona. He’'s just
i gnorant scum He trespassed on
our territory and he’'s going to pay
for it.

AR
Trespassed? | didn't see any signs
that the | and bel onged to you.

QUEEN EDI TH
Quiet! | did not speak to you.

MONA
Do you want nme to hit him again?

QUEEN EDI TH
No. We don’'t want to bl oody him
too soon. | just wanted to see if
he had anythi ng that would be
useful to us.
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MONA
Percy and | da checked his person
before we put himin here. He had
not hi ng of use.

QUEEN EDI TH
And it |ooks Ilike he is too old for
ot her uses.

MONA
W coul d al ways try.
QUEEN EDI TH
No, Rita would kill himbefore we

got any of that out of him Wat
about the other trespassers that
you had nentioned?

MONA
Percy and lda said that they were
armed and that if we tried to take
them it would be too much work,
effort, and risk.

QUEEN EDI TH
Very well, then. Tonorrow norning
when the Cycle starts, we will feed
himto the Mass as an offering.

AR
That really does not sound
pl easant .

MONA

(ignoring Ari)
That woul d be interesting.

QUEEN EDI TH
Good. Now that it has been
decided, tell ne about the | atest
di spute.

MONA
It’s a | ot of drama over nothing,
your majesty. \Wy. ..

The two wonen wal k out of the prison chanber. Ari |urches
to his feet and tries to escape, but a force field prevents
him from exiting.

AR
| have to get out of here. Wth
the way ny luck is going, Rez and

( MORE)
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ARl (cont’d)
Conrad have forgotten about ne and
are on their way to A ynpus Mons
Cty.

| NT. GEOTECH ENTERTAI NMVENT HQ CARLI SE'S OFFI CE

Carlise is sitting behind his desk reading a report while
his secretary, Ms. Tang, stands by the door and Dr. Morales,
a consulting geologist, sits in the guest chair.

CARLI SE
So let ne get this right. You say
that nmy ex-engi neer was right?

MORALES
Yes, M. Carlise. At the nonent,
t he geol ogi cal structure beneath
A ynpus Mons is stable, but only
just. If we were to inplenment your
idea, it would not just be a
controlled eruption. The results
coul d be catastrophic. You could
possibly shift the planet by a
degree or nore.

CARLI SE
| don’t |ike hearing about
this. Besides, it’'s just a degree!
No one will notice. The success of
t he project depends on this.

MORALES
The sane objective could be
achieved if you put your effort
into maki ng an optical effect that
woul d | ook Iike the vol cano was
erupting. ..

CARLI SE
No, that’s inpossible, Dr.
Moral es. Anyone can nake an
optical effect on their own hone
hol ovids. W need sonet hing
real. Real nmkes an inpression.

MORALES
It would certainly make an
inpression, with a detrinent to the
stability of the planet and nore
inportantly, to everyone who |ives
on Mars.
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CARLI SE
| understand your concern. But the
worl d doesn’t spin because we're
playing it safe. |t spins because
of noney.

MORALES
Then I'"mafraid | can’t help
you. |If you proceed with this
project, | have no choice but to
report it to the Martian Geol ogi cal
Soci ety and the Environnent al
Depart nment .

CARLI SE
Do so. But | will have to warn you
t hat even the governnent can be
corrupted by noney.

Dr. Mrales shakes his head and exits Carlise’s
office. Wen the geologist is gone, Carlise throws the data
pad that he had been gripping onto his desk.

CARLI SE
The nerve of the man to tell ne
what is right and what is
wong! [I’'Il tell you what he
opi nion is shaped by--his own self
ri ght eousness! The project will go
one whatever he says. M own
engi neers have assured ne that the

project will go wthout a
hitch. Wat is your view on this,
Ms. Tang?
TANG
My view, sir? | amhardly a

geol ogi st or an engi neer.

CARLI SE
You nay not be a geol ogi st or
engi neer, but you have a degree
froma technical university. And
you' ve read all of their
reports. Wat do you think?

TANG
(pause)
|’ m not sure you would like ny
answer, sir.
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CARLI SE
VWhat ?

TANG
| have to agree with Dr. Moral es,
sir. This plan of yours is
extremely risky. VWhile there may
be a chance that you m ght pul
this project off, there is an
overwhel m ng probability that this
could literally blow up in our

faces.

CARLI SE
Busi ness is not w thout risk, M.
Tang. |s there anything el se you

have for ne today?

TANG
Your new engi neering director is
schedul ed to neet with you next,
sir.

CARLI SE
Good. Send himin. You may go as
| wish to have a private chat with
him |’msure he has made sone
progress after those few m shaps on
those test runs last night. After
all, that’s what test runs are for,
right?

Tang exits the office. On her way out, she briefly greets
Al ors who wal ks into Carlise’s office with a confident
swagger. Just outside the office, Dr. Mrales is talking to
anot her secretary.

MORALES
He’'s going to continue his project,
isnt he? | just talked with his
new engi neering director.

TANG
Yes he is. | don’t know what wi ||
di ssuade himfromthis insane
venture. Surely he's seen all the
scientific evidence that it isn't
f easi bl e.

MORALES
He rem nds nme of sone ol der
scientists | knew who were very
st ubborn about their pet

( MORE)
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MORALES (cont’ d)
theories. He'll cling to it
because it’s his idea.

TANG
You may be right. Carlise didn't
get to where he is by not being
t enati ous.

MORALES
Well, cheer up. The worst thing
t hat coul d happen woul d be that
there m ght be sonme magnma seepage
and a shift of the planet’s
bal ance. And | hate to say it, but
Carlise is right in a way--who
would really pay attention to a
degree shift in the axis.

TANG
Actually, it mght be nore serious
than that. There have been
i ncidents | ast night.

MORALES
| nci dent s?

TANG
|’mnot quite sure of their nature
and Carlise and M. Alors seened to
have shrugged it off, but it nmakes
Me nervous.

MORALES
| m curious now.

TANG
If you want to see the data on
these incidents, | mght be able to
arrange it. | do have access to

t he engi neering departnent in ny
capacity as M. Carlise’'s persona
assi stant .

MORALES
Then what are we waiting for?
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EXT. 100 KM WEST OF MI. HI BES

It is late afternoon. Sonething bright blasts out of the
wi dening ravine in the Martian w | derness. The object is
the unar buggy with its hover jet propul sion engine
enabl ed. The buggy lands on a strip of stable |and.

Rez is on the driver’s seat as Conrad is studying the
onboard instrunents.

REZ
| do not want to do that
again. W’IlIl have to add "unstable
| and" to those Mongolian Death
Wor ns.
CONRAD

O maybe just unstable | and.

have to see any of those Mongolian
Death Wornms you keep har pi ng
about. But | ook on the bright
side, we're getting closer to M.
Hi bes.

REZ
After a dammed detour when that
second ravi ne opened up after we
got passed the first one.

CONRAD
It was just a detour in the |arger
scheme of things. But we nade it
t hrough. Now all we have to do is
to get the Captain.

REZ
What do you propose we do? More
than likely, M. H bes is their
hi deout. W’ d be out nunber ed.

CONRAD
We need to figure out where they're
keepi ng the Captain.

REZ

Assum ng he's still alive.
CONRAD

O course he's still alive. Well

|’d like to believe so. W’'IIl find
out where they’ re keeping him and
we'll break himout. 1In the
meantime, we m ght blow out their

hi deout, too.
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REZ
Well, that sounds totally
r easonabl e.

EXT. SQUTHWEST SLOPE OF MI. HI BES

The | unar buggy approaches the southwest slop of M. Hi bes
in acraw. Rez parks the vehicle behind a | arge

boul der. Rez and Conrad get out of the buggy. Conrad has
his | arge | aser cannon strapped to his back and several

ot her weapons on his person. Rez has a few handhel d weapons
on her person, but his holding a scanning instrunent.

REZ
According to this, the Captain is
bei ng hel d underground in some sort
of chanber. There s an opening to
a cavern system about a hundred
meters from here, south.

CONRAD
Does that thing tell us who we
shoul d be expecting?

REZ
It has detected several other life
forms. One is guarding the

entrance.
CONRAD
One?
REZ
Well, if you had a hide out in the

m ddl e of nowhere, would you waste
a lot of personnel to guard an
entrance that normally woul dn’t be
seen anyway?

CONRAD
| suppose you’'ve got a point
there. |s there anyone el se we

shoul d keep an eye out on?

REZ
This says that there are sone
peopl e under ground, but there’ s too
much interference with the mnerals
inthis rock toreally tell us
where they m ght be noving. W
need to get underground first.
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CONRAD
Al'l right, then. [1’'Il distract the
guard and you di spatch ' em

Rez and Conrad creep around the rock on the nountain. They
come up behind an outcropping that is the entrance to the
caverns. Conrad nmakes a notion with his hand to Rez and he
noves forward towards the entrance.

Conrad noves across the entrance and a guard appears, trying
to aimat him From behind the guard, Rez noves quickly and
di spatches the guard with a tasering nechani sm

Rez and Conrad quickly enter the cavern.

| NT. CAVERN UNDERNEATH MI. HI BES

The interior of the cavern is dry and dusty. dd fashioned
electrical lights are strung up about a neter above head
height. The front entrance is a shallow cave with severa
wi nding tunnels to the interior of the nountain.

REZ
"’ mgetting a better signal down
here. It seens that the guard was

al one. The only other people I'm
detecting are several hundred
neters away.

CONRAD
What about the captain?

REZ
He's a little further away. Ah,
here we go. This is the map so
far.

Conrad and Rez | ook at the map of the top |evel of the
cavern systemon the diagnostics tool that Rez is

hol ding. There are several white dots noving around and one
stationary red dot--indicating Ari.

REZ
Unfortunately, this indicates that
the Captain is actually in a cave a
l[ittle bit below this one. W]
have to try to dodge all of these

peopl e.

CONRAD
Not if we take this route. It’'s a
bit |onger, but we can renmain

( MORE)
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CONRAD (cont’ d)
undetected if we go here. Then al

we’'ll have to worry about is taking
out the guard where they’ re hol ding
t he Captai n.

REZ

That makes sense. But hopefully
once we get the Captain, we can get

out .
CONRAD
W'l just go back the way we cane
in.
REZ
What if that way gets bl ocked?
CONRAD
Then we’ll do Plan B
REZ

You have a Pl an B?

CONRAD
Not really. But | can try to think
of one while we get going.

Rez and Conrad head down a tunnel, but hal fway through it,
Rez suddenly stops as she stares at her hand hel d devi ce.

REZ
Dam it. | think we need that Pl an
B earlier than anti ci pated.

CONRAD
What ' s wrong?

REZ
The Captain is noving. They're
taki ng hi m sonewhere. It | ooks

like they’'re going to a | ower |evel
that is outside the scanning range
of this device.

CONRAD
Vll, if the Captain is noving,
we' d better get noving, too. Wo
knows what they’ re planning to do.
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| NT. SUBCHAMBER 250 M BELOW MI. HI BES

The enornous cavern in the bowels of M. H bes is as large
as a football field. The walls are strangely snooth as if
sonet hi ng unnatural had carved out the rock. Several
tunnels lead into the cavern which, unlike the rest of the
cave system is lit by primtive torches. The floor of the
cavern continues mdway through the chanber and then drops
precipitously into a ravine where steam and gases waft
upwar d.

About twenty wonen, nenbers of the hoverbi ke gang, are
standing to the side with their arns arranged in a prayer

i ke pose. Queen Edith stands about a hundred neters from
the precipice while operating a strange hand held

device. Beside her is Ari who is held in place by Mona with
a hand held [ aser ainmed at the base of his neck.

Rez and Conrad stealthily enter the room and hi de behi nd
sone boul ders near the tunnel.

REZ
They | ook |ike a bunch of
crazies. How are we to get the
Captain out of this while
everyone’ s here?

CONRAD
It’s a cult of sonme sort. Perhaps
we should wait until they end the
cer enony.

REZ
What if the end of the cerenony
entails killing the Captain?

CONRAD
Then we’l|l just have to go in and
stop it, won't we?

REZ
It’ 1l be suicidal. I'lIl never get
the ice creamyou prom sed ne at
this rate.

CONRAD
Ch, don’t worry, 1’1l get you that
ice cream

The bi kers begin a | oud chant and the Queen turns sonething
on the device that nmakes it cackle in static.
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AR
That sounds awful .

MONA
You, shut up. There’'ll be hell to
pay if you disrupt the ritual.

QUEEN EDI TH
(rai sing her arns)
Oh Great Ones, hear our
prayers! W are here to offer you
a sacrifice to express our
gratitude.

REZ
| don’t |ike the sound of
that. Wen soneone says sacrifice,
| think blood and guts.

CONRAD
That guard behind himm ght be
waiting for the priestess’s signal
to blow the Captain’s head off.

Conrad takes out his |aser cannon and carefully ains it at
Mona. |In the neantine, the chanting grows |ouder and the
Queen continues to mani pul ate her instrunent until it
screeches in static. The ground begins to nove.

REZ
VWhat the. ..

A hi ssing sound erupts fromthe drop bel ow the
preci pice. The steamwafting upward becones thicker

REZ
It’s an earthquake! Let’s grab the
Captain and get out of here,
pront o.

A long, withing mass suddently bursts outward from bel ow
the precipice. The mass is a knot of gigantic worns studded
W th strange bl ack spi kes and equi pped with several rows of
sharp teeth. The saliva dripping fromtheir nouths hit the
ground with a sizzle.

CONRAD
Holy shit, you weren’t Kkidding
about those nmutant Mongol i an Death
Wor ns.
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QUEEN EDI TH
Great Ones, cone get your
sacrifice!

Conrad shoots and the | aser weapon in Mna's hand flies out
of her fingers.

MONA
VWho. .. ?

In the next second, Ari twists in his captor’s grasp and
jabs Mona in the ribs.

QUEEN EDI TH
Cone back here, scum

AR
| don’t think so.

As Ari gets away, the Queen accidentally shoots
Mona. Sensing prey, one of the Mongolian Death chonps on
Mona’ s body.

QUEEN EDI TH
Bri ng hi m back, nowl

The bikers spring into action, ready to block Ari’s way to
freedom Rez junps out of her hiding place and starts
shooting, felling several of the bikers. Conrad gets out as
Rez covers himand neets Ari halfway.

AR
You guys definitely waited until
the ast mnute to show up.

CONRAD
Wll, we had a little run in wth a
guake. W' Il tell you about it
| ater.

Rez notions with a hand as she continues shooting. The
bi kers have started returning fire.

QUEEN EDI TH
Get themall!

Just as the trio reaches the threshold of the tunnel out of
the place, several shrieks, unrelated to the laser fire, are
heard. The Mongolian Death Wrns have started to eat
everyone in their path.
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Rez, Conrad, and Ari start running down the tunnel.

Conrad automatically shoots to his right.

AR
There nmust be guards stationed in
all these tunnels. | don’t think
they' Il let us get out alive.

REZ

According to ny readings, there
isn’t anyone. Except...Conrad, to
your right!

she toppl es over.

Behi nd them a |oud hissing sound could be heard.

The trio runs faster and soon,

CONRAD
Thanks.

REZ
No probl em

AR

So where are we, anyway? MW
captors didn't tell nme anything.

REZ
This is Mount Hibes. Don't worry,
Captain, we’'ll get get you to
A ynmpus Mons City in no tine.

CONRAD
Shit.

AR
| shoul d have never answered ny
mentor’s summons.

EXT. SOQUTHWEST SLOPE OF MI. HI BES

A guard screans as

they exit the cavern system

Rez, Conrad, and Ari stunble onto the rocky slope of M.

Hi bes and soon find the | unar
They junp in with Conrad at the wheel.

boul der.

buggy hi dden behind a

Conr ad

turns on the hover jet engine and they bl ast away.
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AR
Holy crap. What the hell were
those things? If this is M.
Hi bes, we’'re actually in the mddle
of nowhere. Nothing is supposed to
be I'iving here.

CONRAD
Mongol i an deat h worns, Capt ai n.

REZ
Mut ant Mongol i an death wornms. They
wer e devel oped by the gover nnent
but escaped the |ab.

AR
Well, that figures. Everything is
part of some secret governnent
proj ect.

CONRAD
Not always. Sonetines things are
the result of evil private
cor porations.

The lunar buggy finally touches down on the ground and
speeds east. The ground begins to runble and vibrate. A few
of the Mongolian death worns wiggle out fromthe cave
entrance on M. Hi bes and nmake frustrated noises as

potential prey escape.

AR
If I were a reporter, this would be
big news. This who area woul d be
guar anti ned, at the |east.

CONRAD
You t hinking about telling a
reporter about this once we get
back to civilization?

AR
Nah. No one will believe ne since
| don’t have proof.

REZ
(indicating a diagnostics
devi ce)
We have sone proof right here.
CONRAD
Sonmeone could claimthat it was

doct or ed.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

81.

REZ
True. Besides, even if people did
bel i eve us and decide that the
runors were true, there would be
pl anet wi de panic. Those things
won’'t be easily quarantined into
one place without extrene force.

AR
Environnmentalists wouldn’t hesitate
to use extrene force, especially
since those things would be
consi dered i nvasi ve species with no
stretch of the definition

REZ
But that’'s if you think the
Mongol i an death worns are
destroying the ecosystemin the
Tartarus Range. O ficially,
nothing lives out here.

CONRAD
But then how did they manage to
survive?

REZ

By eating stupid travelers |ike us.

| NT. GEOLOG CAL SCI ENCES CENTER, UNI VERSI TY OF OLYMPUS MONS

Wendy and
of fice.

Tad are wal king along a corridor to Dr. Moral es’

VENDY
l"mreally worried about these new
devel opnents. | just got word from

a friend who works for the Mars

M ni ng Corporation in Korolev about
unusual trenors. And Pilar who

wor ks on Station #56..

TAD
In Pickering? That’s practically
t he Sout h Pol e!

VEENDY
Yes. Pilar’s comuni cation clearly
says that her station was reading
sone anonal i es.
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TAD
Then it’s not just us. Qur
instruments didn’'t suddenly go
fubar on us.

VENDY
Well, if there is any consol ati on,
yes, our readings did get
i ndependent corroboration. But I'd
hate to think what all of this is a
portent of.

Sonmething in Tad s pocket beeps. Tad pulls out a snall
comuni cations device fromhis pocket as Wendy and Tad reach
Moral es’ office door. They nonentarily stop as Tad reads

t he nessage.

TAD
It’s Ellis. She and the others are
currently in the | abs nonitoring
our station fromsone satellite
| i nkages. Another trenor just hit
the station. It |ooks like half of
it has been destroyed.

VENDY
My God. W' d better |let Mrales
know.

Tad and Wendy enter Dr. Morales office. Mrales was seated
behind a tabl e stacked precariously with data pads, but at
the other two scientists’ arrival, he stands and notions for
themto take a seat.

VENDY
Hello, Dr. Morales. |'mWndy Cold
and this is Tad Case from Stati on
H#HA4T .

TAD

Good norning, Dr. Morales.
They shake hands and then sit down.

MORALES
Pl ease, please. Just call nme Jim

VENDY

W want to thank you for agreeing
to neet us at such a short notice.
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MORALES
That was no problem after the
report you sent nme. And especially
after the reports you forwarded to
me this nmorning. So you believe
that this isn't an isol ated
phenonmenon?

VENDY
No. It’s quite obvious that
sonething is triggering the
geological instability in Marte
Val I i s and perhaps even el sewhere
if our colleagues in Korolev and
Pi ckering continue to get simlar
dat a.

TAD
W believe that sonething quite
catastrophic m ght happen if this
keeps up.

VENDY
The only problemis that we have no
idea why all of this is
happening. It just appeared,
suddenly, out of nowhere. It’'s as
if all the trenors were generated
by sonet hi ng man- nade.

TAD
A few of our graduate students had
even gone so far to suggest that
t he anomal ous readings fromthe
trenors were related to
bonbs. They’ ve even dug out old
Earth data fromthe twentieth
century in an attenpt to convince
us.

VENDY
|’mafraid the grad students were a
l[ittle overimagi native, especially
after all the excitenent of the
station evacuation. W all know
that the government hasn’t used
somet hing as crude as a bonb on
Mars since the late twenty-first

century.
MORALES
(si ghing)
Yes, as far as | know, that’s still
true about the governnent. | have
( MORE)
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MORALES (cont’ d)
a friend who has access to certain
mlitary intelligence and |’ m sure
he woul d have |let ne know if that
were the case. But |I'mafraid |
woul d have to confirm one thing.

VENDY
What ?
MORALES
It may i ndeed be mannmade. | have

no proof, of course. Just ny gut
instinct and a neeting | had
yesterday with the CEO of Ceotech
Ent er pri ses.

TAD
Ceotech Enterprises? Aren’'t they
the outfit that specializes in
spel unki ng adventures and cliff
clinmbing on A ynpus Mns?

MORALES
Apparently, they’' re branching
out. Last nonth, the conpany’s
engi neering departnment called ne in
as a consultant. The CEO has this
new i dea about building an
anusenent park.

VENDY
An anusenent park in O ynmpus Mns
Cty? Well, | suppose | could see
one. Did the engineering
departnment want your expertise
about the geological stability of
t he area?

MORALES
In a way. But it’s no ordinary
anmusenent park. They are pl anni ng
to reactive O ynpus Mns.

TAD
VWhat ?

VEENDY
Are they crazy?

MORALES
My thoughts exactly. The CEO wants
somet hi ng unique to draw visitors,

( MORE)
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MORALES (cont’ d)
even if | told himthat it would be
risky. Recently, | heard that one
of his head engi neers quit when he
finally figured out how dangerous
this is.

TAD
How i s Geotech Enterprises thinking
about reactivating the old
vol cano? They aren’t actually
usi ng bombs, are they?

VENDY
They m ght very well be.

MORALES
| don’t know what’s happening at R
& D over there. | quit being a

consultant when | realized that
t hey were going ahead with the plan
no matter what | said.

VENDY
W have to try to stop them

TAD
But we’'re just scientists. W
don’t have any pull agai nst huge
cor porations.

MORALES
You know, |’ve just been thinking
about the problem | think ny

friend wwth the governnent m ght be
able to help. Unfortunately, he’'s
rather ill so time, on that front,
may be of the essence.

VENDY
Who' s your friend?

MORALES
Ron W | ianson.

VENDY
Damm.

MORALES

What’' s wong?
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TAD
She al ready knows WIlianson. He
was her ex-husband’ s nentor.

EXT. GORDII DORSUM S FAMOUS KOREAN BBQ GCORDII DORSUM

The lunar buggy is pulling into a parking |lot right outside
of a restaurant naned Gordii Dorsum s Fanpbus Korean BBQ

| ocated in Gordii Dorsum a suburb just southwest of O ynpus
Mons City.

CONRAD
Man, |I'mstarving. |I'mgoing to
get sone gal bi and bul gogi with
pl enty of soy sauce. And a cold
beer to chase it all down.

REZ
What’ s that?
CONRAD
Meat. And plenty of.
AR
Speak for yourself. I'mready to

find some hotel, take a shower, and
sleep like the dead for the next
twenty-four hours.

CONRAD
Food, first.

The trio enters the restaurant.

I NT. GORDI | DORSUM S FAMOUS KOREAN BBQ MAI'N DI NI NG ROOM

The restaurant is dimy lit, but sparsely decorated. There
are a few plants dangling fromthe ceiling in hydroponic
hol ders besides the lights. A few Korean prints decorate
the walls.

The restaurant is cromded with locals, mainly famlies, and
peopl e who just got out of work. The waitresses for the
restuarant are actually robots circulating the roomwth
trays of food.

BBQ RESTAURANT WAI TRESS ROBOT
Good evening. Three?
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AR
Yes.

BBQ RESTAURANT WAl TRESS ROBOT
Thi s way.

The robot rolls through the resturant to direct Rez, Conrad,
and Ari to a booth situated at one side, in the corner. No
one pays attention to themas they sit down.

BBQ RESTAURANT WAl TRESS ROBOT
Qur menu is on the table. WII you
want anything to drink?

CONRAD
Beer for ne.

ARI
Me, too.

REZ

Do you have a vanilla m | kshake?

BBQ RESTAURANT WAl TRESS ROBOT
We have two kinds. A plain vanilla
m | kshake and one made with kelp

extract.

REZ
Maybe I'I1 try the one with kelp
extract.

BBQ RESTAURANT WAI TRESS ROBOT
Very good, ma’am Are you al so
ready to order or would you like a
little tinme to study the nenu?

CONRAD
| know exactly what |I'’mgetting. |
woul d |'i ke gal bi, bulgogi, and the
regul ar barbecue. OCh, and sone
extra soy sauce on the side.

BBQ RESTAURANT WAI TRESS ROBOT
d you, sir? O do you need nore
time?

AR
| think I'l1 have what he’s havi ng.
Except hold the soy sauce and
i nclude a pajori.
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BBQ RESTAURANT WAl TRESS ROBOT
And you, ma’ anf

REZ
|"d Ii ke the sangyeopsal, the spicy
gal bi, and the pajori as well.

BBQ RESTAURANT WAI TRESS ROBOT
Very good. Your orders will be out
shortly.

The robot rolls away. A second one arrives with a drink
tray. A robotic hand sets the drinks on the table and the
second robot also rolls away.

CONRAD

W’ ve been thinking, Captain.
AR

Bot h of you?
REZ

Well, while we were | ooking for

you. We're probably too nuch
trouble for you

ARI
| don’t know about that. You two
managed to bail nme out of trouble.

CONRAD
W' re just paying you back for
giving us rides on the |unar
buggy. No, we have people after us
for various reasons. And you're
just heading to Aynpus Mins City
to see your mentor.

REZ
You're a |law abiding citizen, for
the nost part. Not |ike us.

AR
What are you guys tal ki ng about ?

REZ
There’s an industrial park not far
fromhere. You can drop us off
there before you head into the city
pr oper .
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AR
| don’t understand. Where are you
two headed off now? | don't really

feel right abandoni ng you when you
two did not abandon ne.

CONRAD
Aw shucks, Captain. You really are
a good guy.

AR
Not really. [|’mjust a m ddle-aged
chunp.

CONRAD
VWll, you see it’s this way. You

know | nentioned those evil private
cor porations?

AR
Yeah? Wat do those have to do
wi th anyt hing? Excuse ne for
sayi ng so, but you strike ne nore
as the crude nercenary type rather
than some corporate suit.

CONRAD
Fortunately for me, | was never a
corporate suit. Before all of
this, I was just your regular Joe,

working in a lab. But then those
evil private corporations had to

nmess everything up and here |

am Let’s just say it’s payback

for everything they’ ve done to ne
and all ny coll eagues.

AR
This is all about revenge? And
what about you?

REZ
(smling with sharp
fingernails glinting in the
light)

O course it’s revenge. | was born
in alab funded by the sane evil
corporation that had enpl oyed
Conrad. For nost of ny life, | was
treated as |l ess than a person. So
you understand how it is.
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One of the waitress robots finally arrive with the
food. Rez, Conrad and Ari dig in wthout any comment as the
revel ati ons sink in.

AR
May | ask who this evil private
corporation is?

CONRAD
Probably not a good i dea,
Captain. |If you know, they m ght
be after you, too. You mght as
well just drop us off. You
probably don’t want to get on their
radar.

REZ
Your nentor probably wouldn’t |ike
you to get on their radar.

AR
Thanks for that last guilt trip.

EXT. 25 KM QUTSI DE OF CLYMPUS MONS CI TY

Ari is driving his lunar buggy while Conrad sits shotgun and
Rez in the back.

AR
| don’t feel right just dropping
the two of you out in the mddle of
nowhere. The best | could do is to
take you both to
civilization. Didn't you say that

you wanted to have a normal life,
Rez?

REZ
Sure, Captain. But before | can do
that, | have to do this

t hing. Besides, you re not
dropping us off in the mddle of
nowhere. |It’s nore |ike a suburb.

CONRAD
| ndustrial park.

REZ
Semantics. The thing is, you're
not abandoning us. W’re getting
to our destination. Besides,
Conrad and | have decided to stick
t oget her.
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CONRAD
Li ke two peas in a pod.

REZ
You nust be ki ddi ng.

CONRAD
kay. So that netaphor doesn’t
really work. How about Sianese
tw ns?

REZ
That’ s worse. \What happened to the
nice and normal ? Li ke war conrades
or sonet hi ng?

CONRAD
|’ m not sure war conrades plan on
getting a house together with a
whi te picket fence.

REZ
s that a marriage proposal ?
CONRAD
Er...hey, we’'re there! Stop,
Capt ai n!
AR

And | was so interested in seeing
where that conversation was
going. Drat.

Ari brakes and the |lunar buggy halts in front of a sprawing
gated community that is partly residential and partly
i ndustri al .

AR
Hn This says that it’'s "G gas
Sul ci, Hone of Mars Al ator
Engi neering."

CONRAD
Yep, that’s it.

Conrad and Rez get out of the |unar buggy.

REZ
Thanks, Captain. | don’t know how
| woul d have gotten across the
Tartaros Range w t hout you--or your
| unar buggy.
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CONRAD
ppr eci at ed, Capt ain.

ARI

Eh. It wasn’t anything. You
rescued me. | provided the
transportation. W' Il just call it

even.

And here.

Ari tosses Conrad and Rez each a communi cat or

You mi

Don’ t
be fin
pl ace.

Appear

deci ev
case,

feelin
to wan
sone p

|'d ha

Just d
uni nte
Ari drives away,
So, di

the ho
fence?

Rez. .

Becaus
bl ue.

AR

ght need this.
REZ

be such a nother hen. W'l

e. | mean, just look at this
AR

ances can be

ing. Look, it’s just in
okay? | just have this
g--you two aren’t the types
der into sonme place w thout
ur pose.

CONRAD

ve to admt, that’'s true.
AR

on’t bl ow anyt hi ng up,

ntionally.

headi ng towards O ynpus Mons City.

REZ
d you really nmean it about
use with the white picket
CONRAD
REZ

e |'d rather want one painted
Sky bl ue.
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I NT. HOTEL ROOM G GAS SULC

Rez and Conrad are sitting at a table that is next to a

w ndow that is overlooking part of the industrial park. On
the table, there are several data pads. Conrad is reading
one of the pads while Rez is working on some sort of

device. In the background, a holovid is playing. A
reporter is tal king about the recent earthquakes being felt
i n Korol ev.

REZ
|’d have to say that this wll
wor k, but whether or not it’ll work
i nsi de the conpound is anot her
story.

CONRAD
What are you worried about?

REZ
During ny tinme in the lab, 1’ve
heard about a | ot of things. There
were runors that someone--they
weren't clear if it was the
governnment or sone other private
corporation--had devel oped sone
sort of defensive weapon that could
neutralize certain el ectronics.

CONRAD
You're the one with the engineering
skills. Couldn’t you design
somet hing that coul d circunvent
such a thing?

REZ
Yeah, but it’'ll take time. | think
it would be nore efficient use of
my time if you found out if the
conpound has such a thing.

CONRAD
Hey, 1’ve cracked into the building
pl ans, but | need tinme, too, to get
into the building security. There
are all sorts of other firewalls
|’d have to figure out.

REZ
Wll, if we want to be as efficient
as possi ble, maybe we shoul d thi nk
about a Plan B.
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CONRAD
Pl an B?

REZ
Wiy am | not surprised that this
did not occur to you?

CONRAD
Hey, I'’mthe master inprovisor.

REZ
Not at everything. Look out
there. What do you suppose that
i s?

They both | ook out the window One of the |large garages in
the industrial park opens and several people wal k

out. After them a huge object, covered in a white
concealing wap, is wheeled out and taken to the next
bui I di ng.

CONRAD
Their latest toy, probably. But
that won’t matter after we're
t hrough with them tonight.

REZ
Hm

| NT. GRADI VUS CAFE, OLYMPUS MONS CI TY
Wendy and Tad are in the Gadivus Cafe eating |unch.

VENDY
You know, | think it would be best
if you took the |ead.

TAD
What do you nean? \What are you
tal king about? W’'re
partners. Once we get everything
sorted out, we'll all go back to
Marte Vallis. | thought the
col | aborati on was going so well.

VENDY
Tad, |’ mnot talking about our
scientific collaboration and you
well know it. |’mtalking about
our upcom ng neeting with Ron
W1 Ilianson.
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TAD
| thought Mrales was going to take
the lead. After all, he has had
nmore recent contact with him

WENDY
| shouldn’t even be there. You
know all the details. You can tel
all of this to WIIlianmson.

TAD
Wendy, it’s not like you to be so
evasive. | know you told ne that
your ex-husband’ s nentor was
WIllianmson. 1’ve never heard
anyt hi ng bad about him

VENDY
Who, WIIlianmson or ny ex-husband?

TAD
WIlliamson. Ch cone on, they're
two different nen! You can’'t
i npose your own dislike of your
former spouse to soneone who had no
hand in your fornmer marital
t roubl es.

VENDY
You don’t understand, Tad. Oh
sure, nmy ex had his faults and
eventual ly we split--but WIIlianson
bl ames ne for everything. R ght
before I left town after the
di vorce was finalized, WIIianmson
contacted nme to tell me exactly how
he felt about the matter.

TAD
Real | y? But why?

VENDY
My ex was W1l ianmson’s
successor. He was on the up and up
as they say. But that was just
professionally. Personally, our
lives were going downhill. So we
split. It was, as far as divorces
go, a rather am cable split.

TAD
So what’s the probl enf
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VENDY
Wl lianmson thought that all the
time that ny ex had to spend filing
out the forns for the divorce and
attending all the proceedi ngs was
i npeding his owmn career. \Which was
ridicul ous, of course. M ex could
very well take care of
himsel f. Wiy would | have to worry
about any of it?

TAD
| ndeed. But perhaps WIIlianson was
bei ng protective. After all, your

ex was his protoge.

VENDY
Per haps so. But | have no
intention of letting that son of a
bitch berate ne again.

TAD
But Wendy, this has nothing to do
Wi th your personal |ife. This has

to do with the stability of this
world. Do you really think that
Wl lianmson would really not listen
to you and let Mars rot sinply
because of a personal grudge?

VENDY

(pause)
Well, no. Wth this information,
WIllianmson could pass it on and
further cement the notion that he
is a hero--before he passes
on. Any reasonabl e person would do
it.

TAD
There you go. You should be
t hi nking the sanme thing. You
shoul d put aside your personal
grudges to do this.

VEENDY
Fine. 1'Il do this. But that
doesn’t nmean that I’mgoing to
forget.

TAD

Good. So what do you think about
the latest readings that Ellis and
Denver sent us?
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Meanwhi | e, two ot her people are having lunch at the cafe at
t he opposite end of the room Alors, who was recently
pronoted by Carlise at the Geotech Entertai nnent engineering
departnent, is having a neeting with his contact who works
at the Sing Syndicate.

SI NG SYNDI CATE AGENT
You say that everything is
currently going to plan?

ALCRS
Absol utely. You can tell your boss
that Stage Two is progressing
swiftly and that we may be gearing
up to Stage Three really soon.

SI NG SYNDI CATE AGENT
You say that it is progressing
swiftly. What do you nean by that?

ALCRS
W’ ve perforned several tests the
past couple of days. O course,
there were sonme glitches, but
that’s to be expected. That’s why
anyone with any sense runs
tests. But we’'re confident that
we'll get all the bugs out soon.

SI NG SYNDI CATE AGENT
It sounds good that the bugs wll
be ironed out soon. But hopefully
your next tests won't cause such as
| arge spl ash as your previous
tests.

ALORS
Oh, it won't. Those were just
anomal ies. They had nothing to do
with the tests that we did.

SI NG SYNDI CATE AGENT
That wasn’t a coincidence. The
boss was not particularly happy
that the side effects of those
tests got into the news. Take very
good care that it doesn’'t do so in
the future.

ALCRS
O course.
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SI NG SYNDI CATE AGENT
And by the way, | hope Carlise has
been kept in the dark about all of
this.

ALCRS
That’ s easy. The poor lunp still
t hinks that his stupid anusenent
park is being built. But we're
just feeding himwhat he wants to
see. He's not questioning anything
as long as no obstacles are thrown
in his way.

SI NG SYNDI CATE AGENT
Very good. Keep it that way.

| NT. GEOTECH ENTERTAI NMENT HQ THI RD FLOOR OFFI CE

The third floor of Geotech Entertai nnment nmainly consists of
of fice space. However, there is one office guarded by a
security officer. Tang walks up to the security officer and
fl ashes her identification to be scanned.

TANG
|’ m here to gather sonme reports for
M. Carlise.

After scanning her identification, the guard nods and steps
aside as he keys in sonething next to the door. The door
slides open and Tang wal ks t hrough.

This particular office has several termnals, all of which
are not occupied. It is a central conmputer node which can
access all the databases kept at Ceotech

Entertai nnent. Tang sits down at one of the term nals and
begins to access files.

She begins to access the files on the nost recent tests that
t he engi neeri ng departnent had conduct ed.

TANG
Hm These | ook perfect. Maybe too
perfect. These results |ook Iike
sonmet hing that would delibrately
make M. Carlise happy.

She taps a few keys and turns up the date on which the files
were | ast nodified.
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TANG
Aha! Soneone did alter these
recently. | wonder what the

original tests showed.

She taps sone nore keys, but the screen flashes that access
i s deni ed.

TANG
Now isn’t that interesting.

Tang takes out a communi cation devi ce.

TANG
Hello? I1t's nme. |t |ooks |ike
they are going through with the
tests. But the results have been
faked. Soneone’s hidden the rea
resul ts.

She pauses to listen to the other end.

TANG
| know. Look, | can't try to get
t hrough this bl ock w thout raising
nmore suspicion. 1’1l tell Carlise

about this, but |I doubt he knows.
The door to the database room opens revealing the guard.
GEOTECH GUARD
Ms. Tang? Have you gotten
everyt hing you needed in here?
Tang hastily presses a few buttons to turn off the termnal.
TANG
Yes, |’ve gotten everything.

EXT. QUTSI DE OF OLYMPUS MONS GENERAL HOSPI TAL

Ari parks his lunar buggy in front of the hospital and junps
out of the vehicle. He strolls into the front | obby.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Good afternoon, sir. How may | help
you?

AR
|’mhere to visit a friend. Ron
W1 lianson.
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RECEPTI ONI ST
Hn M. WIIlianmson seens to be on a
restricted visitor’'s list. M |
have your identification, sir?

AR
(letting the receptionist scan
h
Certainly.
RECEPTI ONI ST
Ah. | seem M. WIIianson has been

expecting you for the past week,
M. Cold.

ARI
| know. | ran into sone, uh,
unfortunate circunstances while |
was trying to get here.

RECEPTI ONI ST
| can see that. Well, M.
WIlliamson’s roomis on the third
floor. Three-thirty-five.

AR
Thank you.

I NT. OLYMPUS MONS GENERAL HOSPI TAL, THI RD FLOOR

Ari has found his way to a lift up to the third floor and is
strolling down a white, sterile corridor until he comes upon
Room 335. He gets scanned once again before he enters the
hospi tal room

The roomitself is bright, with the shades open, letting the
sunlight in. There is a screen on one side with the news on
where the reporter is tal king about sonme recent earthquakes
on Mars.

Ron Wllianmson is sitting up in his bed, watching the news,
but he turns the vol une down when he notices that Ari has
entered the room

ARI
Hel | o, Ron.

W LLI AMSON
You' re | ate.
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AR
| got del ayed.
W LLI AMSON
Del ayed? | thought you weren't that
far fromGgas Sulci. That would
have taken you a couple m nutes.
AR
Actually, I was on the other side

of the world. And then | got
del ayed by one thing or

anot her--conpletely out of ny
control

W LLI AMSON
| suppose you' re going to be
bl am ng your tardiness on the
recent earthquakes.

AR
Si nce you nention..

W LLI AMSON
Wiy am | not surprised? You were
well on your way to being a drunk
on that |ast m ssion.

AR
(pause)
Look, Ron. | was doing okay until
you sent the nessage. Wat is it
that you want of nme?

W LLI AVSON
| f you haven’t noticed, Ari, I’'m

dyi ng.

AR
" msorry.

W LLI AMSON
No. It’s nothing to be sorry about.
The tine for ne to blowthis
popsicle stand is com ng real soon

anyway. |’ve been on this nortal
pl ane | ong enough. But despite al
the differences we’ve had, | think

|’d better make ny peace with
everyone. Better for ny state of
m nd, anyway.
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ARI
| under st and.

W LLI AMSON
| don’t want your pity, Ari. 1’ve
lived a full life. You, on the

ot her hand, shouldn't be
squandering yours.

AR
| don’t know about nmy own life.
don’t think anyone really cares

what | do.

W LLI AVMSON
You idiot. Now |isten
carefully. 1’ve got a safety

deposit box in the Martian Wrld

Bank. It’s keyed to a chip | have
back in my apartnent. You renenber
the mssion | sent you to Makenmake?

AR
How can | forget? It was a
di saster.

W LLI AMSON

Vell, renenber that and you'll find
the chip. The safety deposit box
has some of my unfinished

business. | think it’ll do you
sonme good to find another m ssion.

AR
| don’t know about this. You're
still here. Wy don’t you just
send a note to this unfinished
busi ness, just as you did to ne,
and nake them cone to you?

W LLI AMSON
It’s not as easy as that.

There is a beep in the roomindicating that another visitor
is comng to see Ron Wl lianmson. Wndy and Tad enter.

AR
What are you doi ng here?
VENDY
| could say the sane about you. It

| ooks |i ke you' ve sunken even
deeper into the depths than the
last tinme | saw your sorry hide.
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TAD
Wendy, isn’'t that a bit harsh?

AR
Yeah, Wendy. You should listen to
your boyfriend. He's trying to be
reasonabl e.

VENDY
And |’ m not ?

TAD
Whoa, whoa, whoa. |'mjust Wendy’s
col | eague, not her boyfriend.

W LLI AMSON
(to Tad)
One suggestion, son: take her out
so she can cool down. She’s al ways
been unreasonabl e when it has cone

to Ari.
VENDY
| knew you'd side with him old
man!
AR
Don't talk to himlike that. He's
dyi ng.
W LLI AMSON
Yeah, I'mdying. |[If you yell nuch
nmore, |’ m probably going to have a
heart attack right here and ri ght
Now.
TAD
You heard him Wendy.
VENDY
Good God. You nen are overdramatic.
AR
Look, Wendy. | know you hate ny

guts. But if you re going to ream
me, at least wait until we're in
private. So why are you doing

her e?

VENDY
Certainly for nore inportant
reasons than your little brain can
fathom You can | eave now while I
talk to M. WIIlianson.
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W LLI AMSON
Unless it’s of sone gl obal
i mportance, |I’'d rather he not
| eave.
VEENDY
It is of global inportance.
W LLI AMSON
Huh.
TAD

Wendy, | really don’t see what your
problemis. Even if M. Gold knows
everything you' re going to tell M.
Wl lianson, it's not |like he's
going to stop you

VENDY
| suppose that’s
true. Fine. Here's the problem
M. WIIlianson. Several
geol ogi sts, including us, have
di scovered that the earthquakes
we're currently experiencing around
Mars are not natural. They' re nman
made.

W LLI AVSON
| don’t see how | can help you with
that. Wiy don’t you just ask
whoever’s nmaki ng the quakes to

stop?
VENDY
W think it may be
governnental . The head geol ogi st

at the University of O ynpus Mons,
Dr. JimMorales, said that we could
talk to you since you have a voice
at the governnent agenci es.

W LLI AMSON
|’ma dying nman, Wendy. | don’t
work as a consultant to the
governnment agencies officially any
nmore. But if it’s as serious as
you say. ..

VEENDY
It is serious.
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W LLI AMSON
Then I'Il see what | can do.

VENDY
Thank you, M. WIIianson.

| NT. | NDUSTRI AL COVPLEX, G GAS SULC

Rez and Conrad are inside one of the engineering buildings
in the industrial park at Ggas Sulci. They are inside a
smal | room hacking into one of the data centers through a
coupl e of termnals.

REZ
VWw, there’'s tons of stuff here.
don't think we can read all of it
while we’'re in here. W should
just download this and sift through
what we need once we get out.

CONRAD
Good idea. How nuch tine do we
still have?

REZ
About fifteen nore mnutes. And
then we’'ll have to head out before

the security scan catches us.

CONRAD
That’'s just enough tine for nme to
finish downl oadi ng this packet. |
had heard runors that the Sing
Syndi cate had their fingers in a
| ot of ventures, but |I didn't know
it was this extensive.

REZ
| don’t think anyone knows it’s
this extensive. They're |ike sone
shadow governnent secretly
controlling the entire solar
system If any of this evidence
got out. ..

CONRAD
They’ d quash us |i ke bugs.

REZ
That’'s not a very nice picture.
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CONRAD
But you have to admt, that’s
true. Anyone with this data wll
have to be sneaky if they want to
get it into the hands that woul d do
the nost good with it.

Rez taps a few nore buttons on the term nal and pulls out
the chip where she had downl oaded her data. She tucks it
into a hidden pocket and then | ooks at her scanner.

REZ
Fi ve nore m nutes.
CONRAD
Yeah, yeah, |’ m al nost

done. Ah! Here we go.

Conrad takes his chip out of the terminal and tucks it into
a pocket. Rez quietly notions that the coast is clear and
they both silently slip out of the small termnal roominto
adimy lit service corridor

When Conrad and Rez are hal fway down the corridor, the whole
pl ace begins to shake. They both grab sonme nearby support
pillars to keep thenselves upright. An alarmin the
facility begins to sound.

REZ
VWhat the hell was that?

CONRAD
Anot her quake. There were the
recent news reports about them

REZ
Sure. And maybe if we're | ucky,
this quake will turn this place to
rubbl e wi thout us having to blow it
up first.

CONRAD
Don’t say it so soon, especially
since we’'re not out of this place
yet.

The poundi ng of feet can be heard from an intersecting
corridor. Rez and Conrad duck into a small al cove and watch
as sone workers and security guards rush by towards an exit
for the evacuation.
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CONRAD
Let’ s go.

REZ
This way. There’s a small escape
hatch two hundred nmeters this
way. It doesn’'t |look |like anyone’s
using it.

Conrad and Rez head down anot her corridor but before they
can reach the hatch, a pair of security guards bl ock their
way.

GUARD #1
Halt! You' re not allowed down here.
REZ
Get out of our way. |If you haven't
noti ced, there’s a quake going on.
GUARD #1
Tresspassing is not allowed. You
will have to come with us.
CONRAD
No we don’t.

Conrad takes out his a smaller |aser weapon at his hip and
fires on the first guard. Rez slashes at the second guard
before he can do anything and he screans, clutching his
throat. Conrad opens the hatch.

CONRAD
Ladi es first.

REZ
Ceez. Did you study sone ancient
manner s manual or what ?

CONRAD
It’s just a saying. Oherw se,
nmove it!

Conrad shoves Rez through the hatch since she was not noving
fast enough. She falls through the other side with a shriek
before Conrad hinself crawls through the hatch. He | ocks

t he hatch behi nd him

Some nore security guards enter the small alcove. They spot
their fallen conrades.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 108.

GUARD #3
There nust be tresspassers down
here. Arned and dangerous. W
have to find them

GUARD #4
But what about the evacuati on
procedur es?

GUARD #3
Fine. Get these two outside for
medi cal attention. We'll find the

ones responsi bl e once we get out
and contact the conmand center.

GUARD #4
The head honchos of Sing Syndicate
won’ t be happy about this.

GUARD #3
They’ d have to suck it up. |It’'s
just a damed coi nci dence that a
nat ural disaster has struck at the
same tine.

I NT. OLYMPUS MONS GENERAL HOSPI TAL, THI RD FLOOR

The hospital briefly shakes as the occupants of Room 335,
Ron Wl lianmson, Ari, Wendy, and Tod, hold on to various
parts of the roomfromgetting flung around.

Once the shaking stops, they cautiously straighten up.

W LLI AMSON
| see that...

A beepi ng conmuni cati ons device interrupts
WIlliamson. WIIianmson picks up a small device on his
bedsi de tabl e.

HOSPI TAL EMERGENCY ALERT
(over the intercon
Code Yellow. Please stay at your
stations. Code Yell ow.

TAD
VWhat's Code Yel | ow?

W LLI AMSON
| think it’s for the
quake. Hm Looks like |I’ve gotten
a nessage from Damer st adt .
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AR
Danerstadt? | thought he was
stati oned on Luna.

W LLI AMSON
No. He got another job in the
def ense research departnment. Says
here that the governnent is not
conducti ng any experinents
currently that woul d cause these
recent seismc events. Seens |ike
they’'re as baffled as the
geol ogi sts here.

AR
What if it really is a natura
event ?

VENDY

No, it couldn’t possibly. MW
research team has run the nunbers
and scenarios. A natural cause
isn’'t possible.

W LLI AMSON
Vell, if it isn't the governnent,
maybe it’s sone research lab in the
cor porate sector.

TAD
That’s an idea. |’mnot too
famliar wth all of the corporate
conpani es that m ght be doing
geol ogi cal research here, but 1’1
put some of our grad students onto
t he search.

AR
Grad students?

TAD
Yes. They’'re good for the grunt
wor K.

AR

It’s a good thing I never

consi dered going to grad

school. 1’d go nmad doi ng soneone
el se’s grunt work just to get sone
fancy degr ee.
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VENDY
Heat hen.

Ari’ s conmuni cation device beeps in his pocket.

AR
Hol d t hat thought.

VENDY
(to WIlianson)
O course he’s not listening to
me. Wiy did | think the divorce
woul d make anything different?

ARI
(reading his com device)
Damm it. Rez and Conrad are in

trouble. | have to go now
W LLI AMSON
Who's Rez and Conrad?
ARI
Fri ends of m ne. | owe themfor

saving ny life.

W LLI AMSON
Huh. It looks like you still have
t hat spark

AR

What are you tal king about? Look,
"1l see to that unfinished

busi ness you told ne about before
these two barged in after | see
about this energency.

W LLI AMSON
| m ght be gone by the tine you get
around to that.

AR
Don't talk like that. You're the
strongest person | know.  You’l
still be here when | get back from
this.

Ari | eaves the hospital room

TAD
W'l go see what other stuff we
can dig up. If it’s some corporate
entity doing all of this, we can
call in the governnent regulators.
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W LLI AMSON
| have a bad feeling about
this. It mght be sonething even

bi gger that what the governnment
coul d handl e. Perhaps sone
sneaki ness woul d be in order.

VAENDY
Undoubtedly. W just witnessed it
in the nost recent quake. Do you
think Ari will be all right? Maybe
his friends have been victins of

t he quake. ..

W LLI AMSON
Ari will be fine. As for his
friends, I’"msure he’ll get them

out of trouble. He's always been
good at savi ng peopl e.

TAD
Just as he’s been here saving you,
M. WIIlianmson. Haven't you
consi dered that perhaps M. Cold
m ght one day want to be saved

hi nsel f?

W LLI AMSON
Hm You have a good point. [|I’'m
not too keen about her...

VENDY
Hey!

W LLI AMSON
But you keep ne infornmed on what
your grad students find. |f you
need help, I'll be the direct |ine

to sone gover nnent enf orcenent .

| NT. SI NG SYNDI CATE WAREHOUSE ON THE SLOPE OF OLYMPUS MONS
Rez and Conrad are in a snall cell located in the
basenment. There are no guards in sight since there is a

forcefield in place, holding themin.

REZ
Tal k about out of the pan and into
the fire.
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CONRAD
How was | to know that nore of them
woul d be waiting outside for us?

REZ
| " m not bl am ng you.
CONRAD
Sorry. ..
REZ
(wal ki ng toward the openi ng of
their cell, yelling)

|’ m blam ng all those
yel |l ow bel I'i ed cowards who woul dn’ t
even fight us face to face!

CONRAD
Aw, cone on, Rez. No need to get
them angry. They' re going to kill
us in their own good tine.

REZ
They m ght kill you, but 1’m going
to be sent straight back to the | ab
if they figure out who I am

CONRAD
CGeez.

REZ
But you're right, maybe we shoul d
try something nore constructive.

CONRAD
| did manage to get a nessage out
to the Captain.

REZ
Let’s hope he’ s got reinforcenents.

| NT. GEOTECH ENTERTAI NMENT HQ ENG NEERI NG DI VI SI ON

Alors is out on the rest of the floor directing sone of the
engi neers in charge of the main instrunments.

ENG NEER #1
From our readings, the flow on the
i nner magma chanber has increased
by point zero six four percent.
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ALORS
That’ s not enough. Jack up the
power on that thing.

ENG NEER #1
| have to warn you, sir, the | ast
time we increased the power to the
seism c inducer, there were sone
rather significant side effects.

ENG NEER #2
The | ast one registered a four
point three on the Mdified

Ri chter.

ENG NEER #3
And it wasn’'t just on the other
side of the world, either. It was
in the city.

ALORS

That’s all very enlightening, but
we need real results, soon! M.

Carlise would not like it if we

don’'t take to hima report about
I nprovenents.

ENG NEER #1
| thought point zero six four
percent was an inprovenent.

ALCRS
We have to try again. Turn the
seism c inducer again, this tine
for ten mlliseconds at an
anpl i tude of fifty-six.

ENG NEER #2
That’'s really comng in close to
the imt, sir.

ALORS
It won’t do any harm So do it!

ENG NEER #1
Yes, sSir.

The engi neers concentrate on their instrunents and key in
the alterations that Al ors suggested.

ENG NEER #2
Here we go.
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ENG NEER #3
Hol di ng st eady.

ENG NEER #4
Flow is increasing by point zero
six percent. Point zero six
one. Point zero six twd. Point
zero six three. Point zero siXx
four. ..

The building starts to faintly shake.

ENG NEER #2
Sir, shouldn’t we stop?
ALORS
No! Keep on goi ng!
ENG NEER #1
Poi nt zero six five, point zero six

Si X. ..

The shaki ng becones nore severe and alarns start going off.

ENG NEER #3
We have to stop or this place m ght
bl owl

ALORS

Fine, fine. W’II| stop.

The workers and engi neers scranble to shut off all of the
i nstruments.

ENG NEER #3
W can’t do this any nore. W're
approaching the limt, M. Al ors.

ALORS
There mght be alimt, but we have
to break through! | want you to

find a fix for this so we can start
the tests again as soon as
possi bl e!

ENG NEERS ( ALL)
Yes, sir.

ENG NEER #2
(aside to Engi neer #1)
Are you sure Carlise is putting the
pressure on himto continue these
experinments? They' re getting
danger ous.
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ENG NEER #1
| don’t know about Carlise, but if
it is, he’ s gone nuts.

115.

I NT. GEOLOG CAL SCI ENCES CENTER, UNI VERSI TY OF OLYMPUS MONS

Wendy and Tad's team of grad students have borrowed a
student | aboratory on the first floor of the Geol ogical
Sciences Center and are nonitoring parts of Mars where it

appears to have the nost seismic activity.

soon arrive after their visit to the hospital.

DENVER
Dr. Gold, Dr. Case, we recently
pi cked up sone activity on the
sout heast side. It's really
strange. All of these readings are
from quite random pl aces.

OLEANA
Maybe t hey just appear random

VENDY
Tad and | have had this brainstorm
while we were getting back
here. Perhaps these seismc
phenonena aren’t actually natural.

ELLI S
What? Are you going to be
subscribing to a conspiracy theory,
now?

TAD
It won’t be a conspiracy theory if
it’s true. Hey Paco, since you're
not doi ng anything at the nonent...

PACO
" m doing plenty! I was just
| ooking up a reci pe on orange
chi cken.

ELLI S
Ew. G oss.

PACO
It is not gross! It’s the height
of early twenty-first century
cui si ne!

Wendy and Tad
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TAD
That's enough, Paco. Look on the
i ntranet and search for conpanies
here on Mars that have anything to
do with geol ogical research

PACO
Yes, sir.

TAD
And who's | ooking at the trajectory
of all of these seismc events?

OLEANA
| am sir.

TAD
Good. | want you to extrapol ate
where all the events woul d have
started. | want a theoretical

point of origin for all of
them If it isn’t natural, there
shoul d be only one.

VENDY
Denver and Ellis, have any of you
gotten any other unusual reports
ot her than what Denver had j ust

told us?
ELLI S
A few. Do you want ne to |i st
t henf?
PACO
Dr. Case, | have a list of

conpani es here. On the top of the
list is Geotech Entertai nnent. But
they are nostly into entertai nnent
i ke hol ovi ds.

VEENDY
It doesn’t matter. |If they have
anything to do with Mars geol ogy. ..
PACO
Vll, they do have an engi neering
departnent, although what exactly
they do, I'’mnot so sure.
OLEANA

Dr. Gold, Dr. Case, | have the
source pi npoi nt ed.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 117.

TAD
Pl ease put it up on the projection
screen, please.

On one side of the room a holovid lights up bringing up a
t hr ee-di nensi onal projection of the planet of Mars. Bright
red dots appear where all the seism c events have occurred.

OLEANA
|’ve put up all the | ocations where
we’ ve seen the seism c phenonena so
far. Next, here is the projection.

Li nes appear going fromall of the red dots to the epicenter
of the seismc events. The lines all converge to one pl ace.

VENDY
So it is in one place. And nost
likely artificial.

TAD
Yeah. Natural phenonena woul dn’t
map so precisely.

VEENDY
Can you zoominto the | ocation
where the epicenter is? It |ooks
awfully close to A ynpus Mons.

The projection zoons closer, revealing A ynpus Mns and
approxi mately one kil oneter bel ow the extinct vol cano.

CLEANA
As you can see, it is Aynpus
Mons. One kil oneter below, to be
nor e preci se.

DENVER
That's just where a magma chanber
m ght be | ocat ed.

VEENDY
s there any way to tell exactly
what’s in that |ocation?

PACO

(looking at the information he

has pulled up on an intranet)
According to this, on the surface,
there are sone geol ogi cal stations
around A ynpus Mons as well as sone
wear houses owned by CGeotech
Ent ertai nment .
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ELLI S
That sounds rather suspicious.
DENVER
| ve got sone invasive satellite
scans up. |1’Il superinpose this

data on the projection.

On the projection, several square-like boxes appear
underneath 4 ynpus Mons.

VEENDY
What the hell are those things?

DENVER
They | ook |ike sensors.

ELLIS
They' re definitely not sensors put
by the Geol ogi cal Society, that’s

for sure.
DENVER
Sensors. And sone sort of sonic
i nducer ?
TAD
Hol y not her of...
VENDY
W' d better get out there and see
what we’'re dealing with. |If we can

get a positive ID on those things,
we can take the evidence to the
proper authorities.

ELLI S
Wohoo! This is getting
exciting. Do you think we'll
encounter any bad guys?

VENDY
Let’s sincerely hope not.

OLEANA
If we do, we can always pelt them
Wi th Paco’ s special enchil adas.

PACO
Hey!
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| NT. GEOTECH ENTERTAI NMVENT HQ CARLI SE' S OFFI CE

CARL| SE
Cone in.

The door to Carlise’s office slides open, revealing M.
Tang. She is holding a data pad in one hand.

TANG
Good afternoon, M. Carli se.
CARLI| SE
I's this about an unschedul ed
nmeeti ng?
TANG

No, sir. The next staff neeting is
at the end of the week and the next
nmeeting wwth the Sing Syndicate
officials is at the end of the
nont h. However, | have sonme
updat es that you shoul d probably

| ook at.

CARLI SE
Updat es? On which departnent?

TANG
The engi neering departnent.

CARLI SE
Real ly? | just talked with themthe
other day. | was just assured by
Alors that they were on track for
activating dynpus Mns and
bui | di ng the anusenent park.

TANG
| know you just nmet with them
sir. But | don’t think the
engi neeri ng departnent, or rather
M. Alors, really has your dreamto
heart. You m ght want to | ook at
this.

Tang hands Carlise the data pad.

CARLI SE
What do you nean they don’t have ny
dream at heart? You’ ve been
listening to that geol ogi st again,
haven’t you? You di sapprove of al
of this.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 120.

TANG
This is beyond anyone’s
di sapproval , sir.

CARLI SE
(1 ooking at the data pad)
Are you sure? This
| ooks...outrageous. | nean,
wanted it activated...but not
this! This would kill the
anmusenent parKk.

TANG
That was exactly what | thought,
sir.

CARLI SE
| don’t know why Alors didn't tel
me this before. | have to talk to
him Now.

TANG
Yes, sir. 1'll informthe

engi neeri ng departnent.

CARLI SE
No. | want this to be a surprise
visit.

EXT. WAREHOUSE DI STRI CT, SLOPE OF CLYMPUS MONS

Ari is driving into the warehouse district in his |unar
buggy. He slows down and parks behind one non-descri pt
buil ding and studies the tracker in his vehicle. He takes
up a communi cati on devi ce.

AR
Hell 0? Rez? Conrad? Are you
there? Cone on, are you there?

The comruni cati on device spits out static.

AR
Damm it, the building they're in
nmust be bl ocking the audio
frequenci es sonehow. | guess ||
have to go in.

Ari gets out of his lunar buggy and quickly nakes his way
across a few warehouses to where the Rez and Conrad’s
tracki ng devices indicate their |ocation. The warehouse
where Rez and Conrad are |located is unmarked. There does not
appear to be any guards about.



121.

Ari takes out a scanner and pinpoints an entrance. He
manages to break in after hacking into the security conputer
and enters the warehouse.

I NT. SI NG SYNDI CATE WAREHOUSE ON THE SLOPE OF OLYMPUS MONS

The warehouse is dark except for a few enmergency
lights. The warehouse is packed with | arge shi pping
cont ai ners.

Ari makes his way towards the interior to a small corridor
after turning a corner, he finds the cell holding Rez and
Conr ad.

AR
Well, it looks |like you two got
into a fix.

CONRAD
Capt ai n!

REZ

Thank God you’'re here. How did you
get past the guards?

AR
Surprisingly, there weren't
any. Waat’'s keeping the two of you
here? Secret honeynoon?

CONRAD
Yeah, it was. It was perfect until
you cane by to spoil it.

REZ

Ha ha ha. Look, there’'s a force
field keeping us in here. W don’t
have the equi pnment to break out of
here oursel ves, otherw se we woul d
al ready be out.

AR
Hn Well, | suppose with the force
field in place, they didn't need to
wast e guards on you two.

CONRAD
There's that. But | think
soneone’ s pl anni ng sonet hi ng that
would in the end render our little
i ncarceration noot.
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Ari | ooks at the panel next to the cell that is controlling
the force field. Wth his scanner, he manages to hack it in
seconds and the force field winks off. Conrad and Rez step
through to the other side and grab their weapons that had
been confiscated and stashed on a side table.

AR
Who' s pl anni ng what ?
CONRAD
You haven’t noticed where we are?
AR
No. There’'s no sign to this
place. 1It’s just an anonynous
war ehouse at the foot of O ynpus
Mons.
CONRAD

Oh. Well, we assuned that they took
us to anot her section of that

i ndustrial conplex. The goons that
got us were fromthe Sing

Syndi cat e.

ARl
The Sing Syndicate? Isn't that the
conpany that...

REZ
Forget what you’ ve already heard
about the conpany. That conpany
has its fingers in everywhere. |
t hi nk whoever is in charge of it is
so egomani cal, he wants to rule the
uni ver se.

ARI
You can’t be serious.

CONRAD
We're deadly serious. And we’ve
got evidence that they're going to
start wth A ynpus Mons City real
soon.

AR
|’ mnot going to get sucked into
your conspiracy theories. | got
you two out of a situation and
we'll call it even. The sooner we
get out of here, the sooner | can
start working out mny other
obl i gati ons.
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CONRAD
Oh yeah. Your obligations to your
mentor. So | guess you didn't have
a chance to neet himyet before you
got our distress signal?

AR
Oh, 1've already met him He told
ne to...

SECURI TY GUARD #1
Freeze! What are you two doi ng out
here? And who are you?

Conrad, Rez, and Ari | ook at each other once before they

i mredi ately di ve behi nd sone bul ky shi ppi ng containers. The
first security guard and two others with himimedi ately
open fire with |aser guns.

REZ
| thought you said that there
weren’'t any guards in here.

AR
| did. The scanner didn’t detect
any. But maybe ny hacking into the
conmputer triggered sonme sort of
alarmthat alerted them

CONRAD
VWll, whatever the case, we have to
get past them | vote we give them

sone of their own nedicine.

Conrad arnms his |aser cannon and qui ckl
shi ppi ng containers to deliver a blowt
guar ds.

y peeks over the
o the security

EXT. WAREHOUSE DI STRI CT, SLOPE OF CLYMPUS MONS

Wendy, Tad, and the grad students arrive in the warehouse
district on a hoverbus.

DENVER
This will be a piece of cake. Wy
this scanner right here says that
we're alnost on top of it.

VENDY
VWi ch way?
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DENVER
Over there, to the east. According
to this, it’s just underneath this
bui | di ng.

TAD
If it’s underneath a building, I'm
sure there nmay be |l ower |evels or
tunnel s | eading down. We have to
get in to examne it.

PACO
Not so fast, boss. This warehouse
buil ding is owned by the Sing
Syndi cate according to this.

TAD
The Sing Syndi cate? That doesn’t
make sense. They don’t concern
t hensel ves wi th geol ogi cal
engi neering, do they? They weren't
on your |list.

PACO
You're right, they aren't. So
maybe they don’t know about the
t hi ng beneath their
bui l ding. Maybe soneone el se
rented it out fromthem O
sonmeone built the lower |evels or
tunnel s from sonewhere el se.

TAD
What ever the case, we have to go
i nsi de.

VEENDY

| don’t suppose we have to call up

the Sing Syndicate conpany to just

voluntarily open up their warehouse
to us. They'd think we're all mad

scienti sts.

ELLI S
(peeki ng past anot her
war ehouse cor ner)
Shh! Did you guys hear that?

TAD
Hear what ?
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ELLI S
Noi ses, com ng fromover there in
t hat bui |l di ng.

VEENDY
Now t hat you nmention it...

A loud explosion is heard fromthe next warehouse over. The
entrance bursts open with a beamof |aser lIight and three
figures energe fromthe entrance.

DENVER
Wio are they? They |ook |ike
mer cenari es.

OLEANA
And they’ re arned.

VENDY
Good God, that’'s Ari. Wat the
hell is he doing here?

TAD

Didn't he say that he had sone
friends to rescue?

VENDY
Di sreputable friends, by the | ooks
of it. Didhe fall in with sone
crimnals.

More guards have appeared from behi nd the warehouse, heading
towards the trio.

PACO
Holy crap, there are guards over
there. You think they ' re going to
capture the crimnal s?

VENDY
| have a bad feeling about this.

Conrad and Rez seemto sense that they are being watched
frombehind. They inmediately whirl around to take down the
guards in a blaze of laser fire.

But as the geol ogi sts watch, they do not notice that another
contingent of security guards have cone toward them One of
t hem grabs O eana, the nearest grad student.

CLEANA
Hel p!
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DENVER
A eanal

Paco and Ellis | ook at each other and sinultaneously bring
up their scanning devices and try to bash the guard in the
head. But as the geologists struggle, nore guards rush in.

Wendy screans.

ARl
It s Wendy!

REZ
Who?

CONRAD

Ari knows those peopl e over
there. W have to help them

REZ
If I get to shoot nore goons, |I'm
all for it.

| NT. GEOTECH ENTERTAI NVENT HQ ENG NEERI NG Di VI SI ON
Carlise enters the Geotech Entertai nment engi neering
division. At his entrance, the engineers working at the

controls imediately turn to | ook at him

CARLI SE
Al or s!

ENG NEER #1
He is in his office, sir.

Carlise wal ks into the glassed in office.

CARLI SE
Alors, we need a talk.

ALORS
What do you need, sir? | believe |
gave you ny report the previous
day.

CARLI SE

Oh yes. You gave ne a report
yesterday. But you neglected to
tell nme about some critical
results.

Carlise flings the data pad that Tang had given himonto the
desk. Alors takes a cursory look at it.
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ALCRS
| don’t understand, sir. These are
sinply the test results fromthat
previous trial. | told you that we
are working to inprove it.

CARLI SE
| suggest you take a closer | ook at
those figures, M. Alors. This was
not what | wanted you to do.
want ed you to activate the vol cano
enough so that there would be a
spectacle. Not to blow apart the
entire planet in a series of
devast ati ng eart hquakes!

ALORS
You don’t understand the
seriousness of what you' re saying,

Sir.

CARLI SE
Oh, | understand it clearly, al
right. 1t’s obvious--even to ny

l[ittl e know edge of

engi neering--that you don’t know
what the hell you' re doing. You're
fired.

ALORS
But . ..

Carlise wal ks out of the glassed in office and addresses al
of the engineers in the division.

CARLI SE
Everyone, stop what you're
doi ng. The current phase of
testing i s suspended until further
noti ce.

Al ors suddenly cones up behind Carlise and grabs himin a
choke hold and points a |laser gun at Carlise s tenple.

ALORS
| f any of you stops your work, [’1]
kill him

ENG NEER #2

(st eppi ng forward)
M. Alors, you re making a m st ake.
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ENG NEER #3
Have you gone nmad?

CARLI SE
Yes, Alors, have you gone nad? Put
t hat weapon down.

Carlise noves his hand al nost inperceptably toward his
pocket. He activates a snmall device. One of the engineers
at the edge of the roomnotices a light blinking at his
panel. Covertly, he turns to rapidly access a panel.

Alors tightens his grip on Carli se.

ALCRS
Don’t nove any further! Go back to
your stations and continue the
tests. If you don’t, 1'Il blow his
head off.

I NT. SI NG SYNDI CATE WAREHOUSE, BASEMENT

Ari, Conrad, Rez, and the geol ogi sts have been i nprisoned
inside one of the cells in the basenent of another Sing
Syndi cat e war ehouse.

CONRAD
G eat. W’'re back where we’ve
started. Except this tine, we
don’t have anyone to contact. And
there are guards out there.

TAD
If it’s any consolation to you, |
di d nmanage to contact
Wlliamson. |f he’s any good, the
authorities will cone and get us.

AR
What do you nean, if he s any
good? The man is a | egend.

VENDY
Come off it, Ari. According to
you, the old man can never do
wWr ong.

AR
| know you’ ve al ways resented the
i nfl uence he’s had on ne,
Wendy. But just this once, he may
be the only one who can hel p us.
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REZ
Let’s hope he does. | can think of
a | ot worse things.

TAD
Li ke what ?

REZ

Like the fact that it’s quite
possi bl e that the Sing Syndicate
has bought out the governnent. In
t hat case, you can kiss any
possibility of us getting rescued
goodbye.

VENDY
The Sing Syndicate has nothing to
do with this. W’ve figured out
t hat Geotech Entertai nment is
behind this. They ve nade sone
sort of sonic enhancer that’s going
to reactivate O ynmpus Mns and bl ow
this planet apart.

CONRAD
Cl ose, but no cigar, doctor. W
have proof that it’s the Sing
Syndi cat e.

VENDY
What proof? W' ve nmanaged to
pi npoi nt the recent
eart hquakes. The epicenter tracks
back to Geotech Entertai nnent.

CONRAD

It only | ooks that way. Before we
got here, Rez and | nmanaged to
crack a few databases. Geotech
Entertainment is just a front. A
dupe. The Sing Syndicate has got
agents inside that conpany that are
in charge of blow ng up this place.

TAD
That’ s beginning to sound |ike a
conspiracy theory.

CONRAD

It’s not exactly a theory, is it,
if it's true?
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The geol ogy grad students are clustered around a panel of
wal |l close to where the force field at the entrance to the
cell has been set up. Beyond the force field, there are two
guards patrolling the hallway, but they are too far away to
hear their conversation.

ARI
What exactly are they doing?

VEENDY
Trying to find another way to get
out of here in case the calvary
doesn’t show up. That’s what grad
students are for, you know.

AR
Real | y? Maybe | shoul d get nyself
sone | ackeys.

VENDY
They’' re not | ackeys. They're grad
st udent s.

AR
Kind of difficult to tell. You
treat both the sane way.

VENDY

(to Tad)

God. You see what | had to put up
with?

TAD
| don’t know. 1In a way, he’s
right.

VENDY
| can’t believe you' re siding with
hi m

DENVER

| think there may be a way to
deactivate that force field if we
get rid of this

panel . Unfortunately, we don’t
have anything to pry it off. They
took all of our stuff.

REZ
It’s just that panel?
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ELLI S
Yep.
REZ
Vell, that’'s a piece of cake.

Rez hol ds out her hands and cl aws extend out.

PACO
VWhoa.

OLEANA
Did you get sone sort of plastic
surgery? O are you one of those
cyborgs that the governnent has
been runored to have created?

REZ
Nei t her .

Rez rips out the panel exposing circuitry.

DENVER
Anesonme! Now, if we only try to
get this...

VENDY

If that’s not plastic surgery or
cybernetic enhancenent. ..

REZ
" ma genetic freak conm ssioned by
t he bastards, the Sing Syndicate.

CONRAD
You are not a freak.

REZ
VWhat ever .

DENVER
Ahal

Denver manages to rip out a piece of the circuitry and the
force field flickers off. Immediately, Ari and Conrad rush
out of the cell and take the two guards by surprise.

Everyone finds their equipnment in the next cell over. But
as they get their stuff, an evacuation alarmgoes off in the
war ehouse.

Ellis accesses a nearby control panel.
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ELLI S
Uh, guys, all the guards are
getting out of this place. It
doesn’t | ook good.

TAD
What do you nean it doesn’t | ook
good? This neans we're free.

OLEANA

(1 ooking at her scanner)
No it doesn't, Dr.
Case. Everyone’s |eaving because
there’s sonething on this |evel
that’s armed. |If we don’t do
anyt hing, dynpus Mns, as well as
this place, is going to bl ow.

PACO
It's over herel!

Paco gestures towards the center of the basenent where there
is a large machi ne connecting to nodes and sensors
underground. Denver hurries over to access the machine’s
control panel

DENVER
This thing is the thing directly
controlling the sonic enhancers
beneath A ynpus Mons! There’'s sone
sort of count down sequence. W
have to stop it.

Denver taps furiously on the control panel in an attenpt to
access the progran ng.

DENVER
Damm it. It’s protected sonehow.

AR
Let me see that. | have sone
experi ence cracking conputer
systens.

As Ari takes over the control panel and Conrad and Rez
exam ne the rest of the machine, Tad and Wendy try to access
anot her control panel against the wall of the basenent.

OLEANA
Wuldn't it be a better idea for
all of us to just get the hell out
of here?
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ELLI S
Maybe. But that would al so nmean
that we’'d just be letting the thing
bl ow this planet apart. Are you
wlling to do that?

OLEANA
My brain says no, but my gut is
telling me that I should have sone
sense of self preservation.

DENVER
Well, ook at it this way. |If he
doesn’t stop this and this place
bl ows, we’re not going to fee
anyt hi ng because we’'re pretty nuch
on top of it. And if we |leave and
t he planet bl ows--well, we mght be
dead there, too.

ELLI S
God. You both are depressing.

| NT. GEOTECH ENTERTAI NMENT HQ ENG NEERI NG DI VI SI ON
ALORS

W' re going to get ready for
anot her test.

ENG NEER #1
But the |ast one did not go well at
all.

CARLI SE

You should listen to him He' s an
actual engineer.

ALCRS
Shut up. Everything was going
perfectly before you had to butt
your nose into this.

An evacuation al arm suddenly goes off. Al of the engineers
abandon their stations to get out of the room

ALCRS
VWhat the hell?

Carlise takes the opportunity of Alors’ distraction to punch

Alors and twi st out of his grip. He dodges a bit of |aser
fire.
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ALCORS
You son of a bitch

CARLI SE
Everyone, out now

The engi neers streamout and Carlise follows themas Alors
fires his weapon wildly. Once Carlise steps across the
threshol d of the engineering division entrance, he turns
around to stare at Al ors.

CARLI SE
The Sing Syndicate is never going
to get away fromthis.

ALCRS
You're an idiot, Carlise. The Sing
Syndi cat e covers thensel ves very
well. It is you who will get the
bl ane for everything.

CARLI SE
| don’t think so.

Alors takes aimwth his | aser gun again, but the door
cl oses before he can hit Carli se.

ALORS
Damm him Well, who cares now. |
have this whole place to
myself. And the tests wll
conti nue.

Alors takes a small comunications device from his pocket.

ALORS
There have been sone m nor
set backs, but | have themall taken
care of. | will soon start phase
t hr ee.

| NT. SI NG SYNDI CATE WAREHOUSE, BASENMENT
Five m nutes are renmi ning on the count down.
AR
Oh God, | can't figure this out.

really aman idiot.

VENDY
No you aren’t. You're just
m sgui ded. At |east you' ve tried.
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AR
" msorry.

REZ
Cone on, Captain. You can't give
up now. It’s not over until, well,
it’'s over.

OLEANA

W' re doonmed, you nean

CONRAD
Wait a mnute, what is this?

REZ
That | ever could just as well bl ow
us up even qui cker.

CONRAD
Vll, | have a feeling.

Conrad jerks down the |ever. The countdown on the machine’ s
control panel suddenly stops.

DENVER

It looks like you did it.
REZ

On Conr ad.
CONRAD

Does this nean | get a kiss?

The control panel flashes again and a different screen pops
up.

DENVER
Ww, that’'s weird.

ELLI S
VWhat is it?

DENVER

| think he’s pulled a switch. |
nmean, yeah, that’s obvious, but as
a result, he’'s neutralized the

t hreat underneath A ynpus Mons and
it the fuse underneath the Geotech
Ent ertai nment Headquarters.

ELLI S

Soneone planted a bonb under a
busi ness bui | di ng?
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VENDY
We have to try to contact soneone!

Wendy tries to activate her communication device but there
i s not hing.

VENDY
Damm it. | think this building is
bl ocking all the signals. W have
to get above ground.

DENVER
| don’t think it’ll do any good,
Dr. Gold. That place is set to
blow in one mnute. W won't be
able to get up there to warn them
in tine.

EXT. 1 KM OQUTSI DE OF GEOTECH ENTERTAI NVENT HQ

The enpl oyees of CGeotech Entertainment HQ are mlling

outsi de after being transported outside by emergency pod
vehicles. While the heads of each departnment are trying to
cal m everyone down, Carlise and Tang stand to the side,

| ooki ng at the headquarters buil ding.

CARLI SE
| s everyone accounted for?

TANG
Yes, sir. |I'mglad you nade it out
alive.

CARLI SE

Me too. You were right. Alors was
an agent. And it was a good thing

we have everything recorded. It
will be evidence.
TANG

I"’mafraid that it mght not do
much good. The Sing Syndicate was,
in fact, our funding. They have
infinite pockets and even nore

i nfluence. They may bankrupt us
after this.

CARLI SE
| admt now that rmaybe ny dream may
have been a little overly
anbitious. But if there was
justice in this world...
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The headquarters buil ding abruptly inplodes. Everyone
freezes and watches the destruction. As the cloud of dust
begins to slowy settle, the sound of sirens from energency
vehi cl es can be heard fromthe distance.

CARLI SE
Di d soneone call the authorities?

TANG
Yes. (O dengood cal |l ed energency.

CARLI SE
Were there’s an energency of this
magni tude, there’s bound to be news
crews on the heels of the
aut horities.

TANG

What are you going to say, sSir?
CARLI SE

W' re going to rebuild. Bigger and

better.

EXT. OLYMPUS MONS CI TY, RIDELL STREET

Conrad and Rez are strolling down Ridell Street wearing
ordinary clothes and eating ice cream

REZ
| have to admt, this is good.

CONRAD
See? | told you, it’'s the
best. Next tinme, you should try
chocol at e.

REZ
| don’t know about best.

CONRAD
What's better than ice creanf

Rez | ooks around to see if anyone else on the street is
paying attention to them And then | eans over to whisper in
Conrad’ s ear.

CONRAD
You're killing me, Rez.
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REZ
Thought so.
CONRAD
So, uh, you're still planning on

heading to Luna to get that nornal
life of yours?

REZ
Well, I'd have to admt that the
Captain’s nmentor hel ped make
everyt hing happen. Now I'm a
person |ike everyone else on the
| ogs rather than an escaped
experinment. So yeah, maybe.

CONRAD
What’ s that’'s supposed to nmean?

REZ
Didn’'t you say you m ght want to
visit Makenmake?

CONRAD
That was a joke. Besides, |
recently got a nessage froma
friend of mne. Apparently the
headquarters for a certain
corporation isn't where we thought
it would be.

REZ
Oh? It’s not on Earth?

CONRAD
No. According to my source, it’'s
on Titan.

REZ

It’s going to be pretty hard
expl ai ni ng our presence there since
that place is no touri st

desti nati on.

CONRAD
No ki dding. W need sone other
excuse to get there.

Rez and Conrad arrive at the front of the Martian Wrld

Bank. Ari

exits the building and waves at them
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AR
Fancy seeing you here.
CONRAD
W were just out for a stroll. And
| wanted to introduce Rez to ice
cream
REZ
(l ooking at the Martian Wrld
Bank si gn)

Didn’t your nentor say that he had
sonet hing for you here?

AR
Yeah. He left ne a data pad in his
safe deposit box. It’s a journal

of sone sort. Sone unfini shed
busi ness of his.

CONRAD
s it difficult?

AR
|’mnot sure. 1t’s sonething that
he I eft on a previous m ssion and |
m ght need sone help retrieving
it. Although | would have no idea
who in their right mnd woul d want
to go to Titan of all places.

Rez and Conrad | ook at each other. And then turn back to
Ari .

REZ AND CONRAD
W woul d.

THE END



